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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-10
The Carnal Christian 
1 Corinthians 1:1-10 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We will consider the opening 9 verses of the first chapter of I Corinthians. These verses give us plainly an eightfold standing which we have in Christ Jesus. 

1. All Christians are sanctified Christians. Paul thus addresses the saints at Corinth: "To them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus." Sanctification has a twofold setting. First of all, there is a sanctification which is ours in Christ, and secondly, there is the sanctification which is ours in practice. We are sanctified in Christ, for the simple reason that everything we have in the spiritual realm is ours in Him. In the Heavenly blessings Christ is All in all. We are justified in Christ, saved in Christ, and set apart in Christ, as those washed, cleansed, and dedicated to the service of God. 

2. All Christians are called saints. Our 2d verse says, "Called to be saints." We are simply "called saints." We are saints because we are cleansed, separated, and dedicated unto God. These things may not have actually become pertinent in our lives, but they are all ours in the Lord Jesus Christ. As Charles I. Scofield used to say, "The call of God to every believer is to bring his state up to his standing in Christ." 

3. All Christians may call upon the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is not ashamed to acknowledge the Lord as his Saviour. Even Jonah, the runaway, when cornered, quickly asserted, "I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of Heaven." A Christian may be carnal, and yet call upon the Name of the Lord. 

4. All Christians have grace and peace. This is taught us in 1 Corinthians 1:3 . We have peace, because we have grace. We have grace because we were saved by grace. We walk in grace. These things are ours because we are saved not because of what we do as saints, or, of what we are, in ourselves. 

5. All Christians are enriched in utterance and in knowledge. "That in every thing ye are enriched by Him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you." Think of it! A group of people who not only knew God, but were enriched by Him! They knew how to testify for Him, and they knew a great deal about Him, for they were enriched in knowledge, and yet they were carnal, and walked as men. 

6. All Christians are urged to be waiting for the Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. "So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." To the carnal, the Coming of the Lord may have much of dread in it, but nevertheless, the carnal Christian may realize the fact of the Lord's Coming, and he may be waiting for it. 

7. All Christians are confirmed unto the day of Jesus Christ, and in Christ Jesus will stand blameless in that day. We must remember that when God looks at us through the Blood, He reckons us as blameless, for our sins are all upon Him. 

8. All Christians are called unto the fellowship of Jesus Christ, his Lord. He may not be walking in fellowship or enjoying fellowship, but he has been called unto that fellowship. Thus we have set before you the things which we have in Christ. The 1st chapter of Ephesians should be studied by way of comparison. In that chapter there are seven things outlined which belong to all saints in Christ Jesus. 

I. THE CORINTHIAN CHRISTIANS WERE CARNAL BECAUSE THERE WERE SCHISMS AND CONTENTIONS IN THEIR MIDST (1 Corinthians 1:10-11 ) 
In 1 Corinthians 1:10 and 1 Corinthians 1:11 , Paul says, "I beseech you, brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment." 

1. They were told to speak the same things because there is but one thing to speak. There is not one Gospel or one message for a spiritual Christian, and another for a carnal. The Word is truth, and the truth should be spoken. We believe to this day that divisions in doctrine are ail due to carnalities among saints. The Holy Spirit teaches but one message concerning our Lord. He is not divided. When saints gather together under varying names, they are following carnal things. 

2. They are told to be joined in the same mind, because the only mind we should have is the mind of Christ. The word, "mind," may carry with it the thought of knowledge, but it also carries with it the thought of incentives, purposes. For instance, Paul said, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." Then he tells us that the mind of Christ was the mind of humiliation, and that we, too, should humble ourselves in the sight of God. Thus we need to walk in the mind of Christ, as well as in the doctrine of Christ. We need to live the same life that He lived, just as much as we need to hold the same doctrine that He taught. 

3. They were told to be joined in the same judgment. In other words, this is the same basis of action. One man will judge one way, and another a different way. When, however, we come together in Christ Jesus, we will find that we will be of the same mind, and the same judgment. Paul wrote to the Philippians and said, "I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord." Both of them had their names in the Book of Life. Both of them were fellow laborers with Paul, and yet they needed to get together. Let us beware, lest there be divisions among us. All such things tend to the marring of our testimony. 

II. THEY FOLLOWED MEN AND NOT CHRIST (1 Corinthians 1:11-17 ) 
The Apostle wrote to the saints at Corinth and said, "For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ." To follow men is to follow the persons of men, the preachings of men, the leadership of men. 

Right here is where many of God's people have utterly collapsed. There were Paul-ites in those days. They liked the deep doctrinal settings of Paul's ministry. There were Apollos-ites in those days. They liked his oratorical flights, his sweeping power over an audience. There were Cephas-ites. These people liked Peter because of his impetuousness, and his indubitable force of character. 

Others said they were of Christ. They perhaps professed higher sanctification of a deeper knowledge and a closer walk than the other saints at Corinth. 

The Apostle, Paul, however, seemed to throw up his hands in horror, as he cried, "Is Christ divided?" We wonder how he would feel today? There are John Wesley-ites, and John the Baptist-ites, and Luther-ites, and many kinds of "ites." There are divisions in doctrine, and divisions in ministrations, that have cut asunder the children of God. Paul said, "Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?" We should be very careful, as ministers of the Gospel, that we do not gather people around us. 

III. THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS (1 Corinthians 1:18 ) 
Here is a great philippic: "The preaching of the Cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God." 

1. The foolishness of preaching. The Cross is to those who perish a preaching of foolishness. There is a great deal lined up in this statement. 

First of all, there is the denial of the need of a Saviour. The world goes about to establish its own righteousness. Again, there is the denial of the method of salvation. When the sinner acknowledges his sin, he begins to face a method of salvation. If he is lost, he may think that he can find himself. If he is wicked, he may think that he can renew himself. 

Human salvation is builded upon one lifting himself above himself. 

2. The power of God. While the Cross to the ungodly is foolishness, unto those who are saved it is the power of God. We remember how the Apostle Paul said, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." 

It is in the Gospel of salvation through the Blood of Christ, that the believer beholds the righteousness of God made possible through faith. How strange it is that that which is foolishness to the one, is the power of God unto the other! There is a great denial of Calvary today; there is also a great rallying to the Cross. The one calls the Blood a butcher-house religion; he says that the Blood of Christ on the Cross is of no more value than the blood of a cock-robin; he ridicules it, denies it, defames it. On the other hand, the believer delights in singing: 

"In the Cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time; 

All the rites of sacred story 

Gather round its Head sublime." 

IV. THE FOLLY OF HUMAN WISDOM (1 Corinthians 1:19-22 ) 
1. Human wisdom will come to naught. 1 Corinthians 1:19 says: "For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent." Those men who lift themselves up against the Lord Jesus Christ, and against His Cross, do it, oftentimes, under the guise of scholarship. God says, their scholarship shall be destroyed. Such men "changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator." They do not want to retain God in their knowledge, and for this cause God gives them over to "a reprobate mind." 

2. Human wisdom will be made foolish. Every high look and every heart that is lifted up against God will be brought low. All of the scholarship of this world which denies Christ and His Cross, God and His grace, will be brought to nothing. "Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?" We read in the Book of Romans, chapter 1, of certain men who professed themselves to be wise, and became fools. They "became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened." 

3. The wisdom of this world does not know God. 1 Corinthians 1:21 reads: "After that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God * *." It is passingly strange, and yet true, that great men are not always wise, neither do the aged understand wisdom. In many schools and colleges, and often in the seminaries, we find a great deal of the denial of God; and, particularly, of God in the realm of redemption. The men of this world seem to know much, and yet they know but little. We will see more of this as we progress. "The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom." The saint, however, delights to sing: 

"Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

I fain would take my stand," etc. 

V. THE GLORY OF THE CROSS (1 Corinthians 1:23-24 ) 
The Holy Spirit now is giving us, through Paul, a masterful statement. It is a statement that contrasts the attitudes of the believer and the unbeliever to the Cross of Christ. The Scripture reads, "We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God." 

1. We see a distinction between the saved and the unsaved, whether Jew or Greek. The unregenerate have no place for the Cross. Whether Jew or Greek, the regenerate reckon the Cross as the power and wisdom of God. This shows how, through regeneration, the very thoughts of the mind are changed. 

We have seen infidels and even atheists, who considered themselves absolutely impregnable to any power of the Cross. They boasted their unbelief, and prated about their denials; and yet we have seen these same men become the most ardent lovers, and faithful proclaimers of the Cross of Christ. Old things, indeed, passed away with them. When they were saved, all things became new. 

2. To the believer, the Cross of Christ is the power of God unto salvation. It lifts up the fallen out of the miry pit, and places his feet upon the Rock. We have seen mighty power in the wind, or the steam, or in electricity, however, that is not comparable to the power which God wrought in Christ on the Cross, and when He brought Him forth from the dead, and seated Him at His own right hand as a Saviour. 

3. To the believer the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, is the wisdom of God. It is the wisdom of God, because therein God found the way by which He could be just, and the justifier of those who believe. 

VI. THE CALLING OF SAINTS (1 Corinthians 1:25-28 ) 
We now come to some of the remarkable statements of our chapter. 

1. When God calls servants from among saints, He calls "not many wise." This is because the foolishness of God, is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. God does not call many wise men after the flesh, for the simple reason that the worthy wise are often unwise in the things of God. They may know a great deal, but they know not yet anything concerning the Cross, as they ought to know it. 

1 Corinthians 1:26 says, "For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, * * are called." They are wise after the Spirit, but not after the flesh. We believe that many an uncouth, unlettered, and untaught saint has more Divine wisdom, more insight into the deeper meaning of Calvary, of the Resurrection, of the Ascension, and of the Return of Christ, than many of the best scholars of the country. 

2. When God calls servants among saints, He calls not many noble, and not many mighty. If God called the nobility, He would call them down on their knees. They would have to acknowledge themselves as nothing but sinners saved by grace. 

Everything that seems to tend toward human nobility, self-worship, and self-honor, has to go when we are born again. Those things which Paul saw were to his benefit, in the days of his reaching out after a place in the Sanhedrin, he reckoned but loss when he knew Christ. Those things which were his assets, became his liabilities. He counted everything in which he once gloried, as but refuse. 

God does not call many mighty after the flesh, because they would be trusting in their own skill and power. "But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are." 

On the other hand, God does call foolish things, as the world reckons foolishness, to confound the wise; and the weak things of the world, as men speak of weakness, to confound the mighty; and the base things of the world, as men reckon baseness, and the things despised, yea, and the things which are not, hath God chosen to bring to nought the things that are. 

VII. WHEREIN WE SHOULD GLORY (1 Corinthians 1:29-31 ) 
There are three statements: 

1. Let no man glory in the flesh. This is suggested in 1 Corinthians 1:29 : "That no flesh should glory in His presence." Why should we glory in the flesh? We "walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." We know, that in ourselves, there dwelleth no good thing. The flesh "is not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed can be." If we walk after the flesh, we shall die. 

The flesh could not save us, because the flesh was corrupt, and it is too impotent to accomplish any good thing. Why, then, should we glory in that which is our downfall, and our shame? 

2. "Let no man glory in men." This is in chapter 3, 1 Corinthians 3:21 : "Therefore let no man glory in men." Why should we glory in men? Men may do much in the realm of the natural, but when they come into the spiritual, they are helpless. 

Jesus Christ spoke of the new birth, and said, "Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

3. Let no man glory, save in the Lord. Whether we eat or drink or whatever we do, we should do it all to the glory of God. All things which are done in the spiritual realm, are done of God, and therefore the glory belongs to God. When we get to Heaven, there will be no glorying in the flesh and no glorying in men. The message of the redeemed is, "Thou art worthy * *, for Thou * * hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood." Therefore, it is to the Lamb who was slain that all power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing are to be ascribed. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
In the Church of the Capuchins in Rome is Guido Reni's "Archangel and the Devil," a painting symbolic of the triumph of right over wrong. The attitude of the conqueror is studied and correct. Not a fold of his garment is disturbed, not a lock of his flowing hair is astray. He is trampling upon his terrible enemy as he would pose at a social function. And so says Hawthorne's Miriam, who herself knew the awful meaning of wrong; "The archangel, how fine he looks, with his unruffled wings and his unhacked sword. No, no, I could have told Guido better. The battle was never such child's play as this dapper archangel seems to have found it." 

Miriam is right. Guido is wrong. The picture does not stir. It is intended for my lady's bower only, to be festooned with honeysuckles and forget-me-nots. A recent picture by Riviere of Saint George and the Dragon contains a truer Gospel. The scaly coils of the monster are wound tight about the dying horse. The hero himself has fallen faint and breathless, while the anxious-faced princess bends over his postrate form. This tells the story of struggle, of sacrifice as the price of salvation, of remission by the shedding of blood. 

Selected. 

Verses 1-30
The Church of God at Corinth 
1 Corinthians 1:1-30 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We propose taking several studies from the First Epistle to the Corinthians. There will be much to consider here which should help in the time of need. The introductory words of the First Epistle to the Corinthians are most suggestive. We cull certain things for your concentration, 

1. "Paul" here is a word that, in itself, means much. Paul was formerly known as Saul of Tarsus. After he led one, Paulus, to Christ he seems to have been named for his convert. Paul then was none other than Saul of Tarsus, a sinner saved by grace. 

2. Paul, an Apostle. Paul was more than a sinner saved. He was also a sinner sent. The very word "Apostle" means "one sent of God." He was not one sent out by the Sanhedrin, although he once held such a commission, when he traveled on the Damascus road to bring the saints bound to Jerusalem. That commission, however, was lost when he became saved. Now he is Paul, an Apostle, called of God, sent of God, and blessed of God. 

3. He was Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ. His whole life centered in the Lord Jesus. He could say "For to me to live is Christ." He lived Christ; he preached Christ; he glorified Christ. 

4. He was Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God. When Ananias spoke to him, God announced to Ananias that he was a vessel chosen of God, chosen to preach the Gospel far hence unto kings and unto the Gentiles. There is a Scripture which gives an inside view of Paul's conversion (Acts 26:15-16 ). 

Here is the way it reads: "And I said, Who art Thou, Lord? And He said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest." 

Here is the added line. The Lord said unto him, "I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee." 

5. Paul, an Apostle and Sosthenes, our brother. This expression shows that Paul did not separate himself from the saints. He loved comradeship in the Gospel. The Lord sent out His disciples two by two, and this method was still followed in the life and ministry of Paul. 

6. Paul, unto the Church of God at Corinth. The Bible speaks of that Church which is the body of Christ. It speaks of the Church of the firstborn in Heaven. Here, however, is a localized church. It is not the church of the Apostle Paul, but it is the Church of God. 

7. To them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus. The Corinthians, themselves, were not a separated nor a Spirit-filled people. We will discover later on that they were carnal, and they walked as men. However, they were sanctified in Christ Jesus. They had not yet brought their state up to their standing in Christ. 

8. Called saints. They were saints because they were sanctified in Christ Jesus, separated from the world, cleansed by the Blood, and dedicated to Christ. 

9. With all in every place. The message to the Church at Corinth and the greetings of the Apostles were not alone for Corinthian Christians, but for Christians in every place who called upon the Name of Jesus Christ. Here is told the fellowship of saints. Christ is our Lord but He is also theirs. There is but one Lord, one Spirit, one God, but there are many of us who have been baptized into that one Lord. 

10. Grace and peace. The order of the words is correct. It is not "peace" and then "grace," but it is the grace which bringeth salvation followed by peace. This is even as we read in the Book of Romans, "Being justified by faith, we have peace." 

The grace and the peace, however, are from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. We must not think that grace belongs exclusively to Christ, for grace is of God the Father. It was God who sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. It was God who commended His love toward us. God is a lover, sending His Son in order that through Him we might be saved. 

I. PAUL'S REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING (1 Corinthians 1:4-6 ) 
1. Paul thanked God in behalf of the Corinthian believers because of the grace of God toward them. That grace, he said, was given unto them of the Father, by Jesus Christ. God was in the world reconciling us unto Himself, but the reconciliation was wrought out by Jesus Christ. For this, Paul gave thanks, and for this we are giving thanks as well as the Corinthian saints throughout all eternity. 

2. Paul thanked God that in everything the Corinthians were enriched. This enrichment was also by Jesus Christ. How rich are the saints! The Laodiceans thought they were rich but the Lord said they were poor and miserable, and blind and naked. 

Those are rich who have the gold that has been purified in the fire. Poor in this world's goods, rich in faith; because, it is when we are poor, that we are rich. Christ became poor in order that we through His poverty might be made rich. 

3. Paul thanked God that the Corinthians were enriched in utterance and knowledge. Had we ever thought of ourselves as being rich because of our power to speak His Name? to proclaim His testimony and utter words of wisdom and knowledge? Thank God for such a vision! 

4. Paul thanked God for their testimony of Christ. They were enriched in utterance concerning Jesus Christ. Beloved, if the Holy Ghost was sent forth from the Father to partake of the things of Christ, so may that blessed testimony be confirmed in us. When we preach, let us preach Christ. In our private conversations, let us speak of Christ. May He be our constant theme. 

The Lord Jesus is the central message of the Bible. Let our testimony of Him be the central message of our lips. 

II. WAITING FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST (1 Corinthians 1:7-8 ) 
1. A specified gift. "So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." The Book of Corinthians has much to say of gifts. Here, however, is the climax of every spiritual gift, waiting for the Lord's Return. Some people imagine that the doctrine of the Blessed Hope, the Second Coming of Christ, is for matured saints. Here the babes of the church of Corinth are urged to wait for His Coming. 

They were not to wait for the coming of the antichrist. They were not to wait for the preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom to every creature. They were not to wait for wars and rumors of wars. They were not to wait for the apostasy of the Church. They were to wait for the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, The Second Coming of Christ is the Blessed Hope of saints. We are to live looking for Him to come. We are to be watching and waiting for Him as one who waits for the morning. We are to pray, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." We are to be robed and ready for His Return. We are to expectantly abide the day of His Coming. 

We wonder, as we pen these words, just how much the blessed, the comforting, the pacifying, the inspiring hope of the Coming of Christ means to the people who peruse these pages? 

God forbid that that hour should take us unaware! God forbid that at His Coming any of us should seem to draw back from Him! 

2. An assured confirmation. Our 8th verse tells us that Christ will also confirm us unto the end, "That ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

He who has saved us will also confirm us unto the end. He who has redeemed us, is able to present us blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. If it were not for His Blood, what blame would be ours? 

On the Cross, however, our Lord took the shame and in Christ we stand without blame, accepted in the beloved. 

This day in which we are now living is the day of the grace of God. In another place it is called "man's day." The next age will be "the day of our Lord." That part of it which marks our Lord's Return and the inauguration of His Kingdom is the "day of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

John said he was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day. Our Lord is now rejected and by the world disowned, but, thank God, He that wore the crown of thorns will soon bear the coronation of King of kings and Lord of lords. His day is even now hastening on apace. 

III. THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD (1 Corinthians 1:9 .) 
1. God is faithful. The Corinthians were not faithful to God but God was faithful to them. We need to get away from the thought that our faithfulness is the basis of our acceptance. Even though we may wander, He remaineth faithful. What God hath said, He will do. Our faithfulness may obtain rewards. His faithfulness brings to us everything included in His grace, and the gift of His grace. 

(1) God was faithful in calling us. Had God not been faithful to us, we had never been saved. Had He not called us, we had never come. We need a renewed vision of God and of grace. We need this in every redemptive realm. 

When we give the record of our salvation in Heaven there will be no emphasis placed upon what we were, nor upon what we did. There was nothing in us that merited redemption. We are saved because of God's mercy, His love, His grace; and because in all of these He was faithful toward us. 

(2) God was faithful in calling us into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. First He called us to salvation. In answer to this call we come to the Cross as a suppliant for grace. Being saved He called us into the fellowship of His Son. The word "fellowship" in this verse carries with it the thought of partnership. Later it is explained as, "labourers together." Thus it is that we walk together, we talk together, we work together. 

We of ourselves can do nothing. We can have no victories when we are tempted. We can have no power when we pray. We can have no success when we labor. Our victory is in our comradeship. 

God is faithful in that He did not leave us to "paddle our own canoe," to "hoe our own row," to complete our own task. He called us into fellowship, co-partnership with the Son of God. Thus we can write over every phase of the Christian life, "We two." It is not "we" apart from Him nor Him apart from us. 

The keynote of the Christians' experience is summed up in the word "together" even "together with God." The saints of old who were persecuted delighted in the expression, "My Lord and I." 

Jesus said to the disciples, "For Me and thee," and His words to us at least carry the thought of "Me and thee for it." Everything that He has is "for Me and for thee." Everything which we attempt and every conflict which we meet is "Me and thee for it." 

IV. THE DANGERS OF DIVISION (1 Corinthians 1:10-11 ) 
There was a great difficulty which had come among the brethren in Corinth. They were in danger of being torn asunder by "schisms" and differences among themselves. 

1. What had been declared unto Paul. Paul plainly wrote the saints at Corinth, "It hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you." 

When Satan can cause contentions and differences among the saints, he has wrought havoc in the House of God. The differences in Corinth centered around certain groups among the saints. One group said, "I am of Paul," another said, "I of Apollos," another, "I of Cephas," and yet another, "I of Christ." 

This was a matter which caused great distress to the Apostle. In the anguish of his heart he cried. "Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?" 

Beloved, let us watch those who cause differences. Saints should meet in the Name of Christ. 

2. What Paul declared unto them. Paul's declaration was a plea. He said, "I beseech you, brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, * * that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment." 

As the spokes of the wheel get close to the hub, they get closer to each other. The basis of unison must ever center in Christ. We are one only when we recognize one Lord, one God and Father of all, one Spirit, one faith, one baptism. 

We must all come into the unity of the faith, not in the faith as set forth by some human finger, but the faith as set forth in the Word of God. How beautiful it is for saints to dwell together in unity. "By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another." 

V. PREACHING THE CROSS (1 Corinthians 1:17-19 ) 
1. The central note of the Gospel. Paul said that he was sent to preach the Gospel. That Gospel was, "Christ Crucified, Christ Risen, and Christ Coming Again." Anything short of this is an emasculated Gospel, part of it and not the whole. However, in the three statements, the preaching of the Cross takes the final position. It is at the Cross that faith first sees Christ. 

Paul sought to preach the Gospel in such a way that the Cross of Christ might be effective. He did not preach it from the viewpoint of human wisdom with words of carnal argumentation. He sought rather to preach it in simplicity lest he had run in vain. 

2. Why the Cross was rejected by the Gentiles. It was rejected for the simple reason that it could not be grasped through human scholarship. Salvation lies in the realm of faith. There is nothing about it to be reached by philosophical dissertations. The preaching of the Cross was, in Paul's day, and it is in our day to them that perish, foolishness. Unto us, however, who believe, it is the power of God. 

It was for this reason that the Holy Spirit wrote, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nought the understanding of the prudent." 

David admitted, in the Spirit, that great men are not always wise, that is, they are not wise with the wisdom which is from above. In the Book of Romans, we read, "Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools." How strange it is that human scholarship collapses before things Divine. 

3. We preach Christ crucified. The fact that the world did not accept the Cross, and that it was foolishness to them that perish, did not in the least hinder the Apostle in the proclamation of Christ crucified. He admitted that Christ crucified was a stumblingblock unto the Jews, and that unto the Greeks it was foolishness, and yet he never preached any other message for redemption. It was the Cross, or else it was nothing. 

"In the Cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers 'round its head sublime." 

VI. THE FOLLY OF HUMAN SCHOLARSHIP (1 Corinthians 1:20-22 ) 
1. God's contention against human wisdom. The twentieth verse opens with the question, "Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world?" 

The Lord is asking these questions as much as to say that the world has collapsed because of its wisdom. It is altogether incapacitated to reach God, or, to find Him. It is for this cause that God has proclaimed the wisdom of this world as foolish. 

2. God's positive statement concerning wisdom. In 1 Corinthians 1:21 , we read, "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God." 

The difficulty is not with wisdom, or with scholarship, but it is with the quality of wisdom which the world possesses. How can the scholarship of man, attain unto the scholarship of God? It is impossible for its to reason out regeneration, or the Christian's hope, or his relationship with God. 

Human wisdom delights in giving names to things which it cannot explain. It will call the attraction of the earth gravity, but just how that attraction got there, and on what basis it operates, it cannot tell. 

The teacher in a certain class said, "Children, what is electricity?" One little lad snapped his fingers and the teacher said, "All right, George, you tell us." 

He stammered out, "Teacher, I did know, but I forgot." 

The teacher replied, "It's too bad you forgot, George, because you must have forgotten more than anybody else in the world ever knew," 

"We know how electricity operates but we cannot tell what it is. 

When we come into the spiritual realm, human wisdom is even more ignorant. If all the wisdom of all the ages has utterly failed to explain the life of a flower, and the life of a babe, how can it explain the new life which is in Christ Jesus? Thus it is that the world by wisdom lost God, being unwilling to walk by faith. What, therefore, was foolishness to the world, became the power of salvation unto those who believe. 

VII. THE CALLINGS OF GOD (1 Corinthians 1:26-31 ) 
1. God does not call many wise men after the flesh. It is not difficult for us to understand this Scripture when we remember how easy it is for the earthly wise to trust their own wisdom. Not only do they trust their own wisdom, but they circumscribe their vision to their understanding. Men delight in calling themselves agnostics when they reach the unknowable. Where the agnostic ceases to tread, the Christian revels in walking. 

According to 1 Corinthians 1:27 , people who are foolish in the things of this world, are able to confound the wise. The ignorant washerwoman, the untutored and uneducated plebeian, may know more about the power of prayer and of walking with God than the highest of the worldly wise. 

2. God does not call many mighty men after the flesh. The reason for this is quite the same as that just noted, relative to the wise. If God called the mighty, they would be trusting in their own might. It matters but little how strong any of us are, how mighty in word or in deed, we cannot cope with the Christian's warfare. The truth is, ("The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds"). 

Goliath was a man of might, and his boast made the Children of Israel to tremble. They had no man who could meet him on an equality basis so far as human power is concerned. David, however, did meet him; met him although he was but a lad; met him unarmed and unarmored, humanly unpanoplied for battle. However, we all know the result, Samson, shorn of his long hair, was as weak as other men; and David shorn of his faith could never have conquered Goliath. Peter said, "Why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?" 

The Christian wars in the realm of faith, by Divine power, the same as he operates in the realm of faith, by Divine wisdom. 

3. God does not call many noble. The difficulty with the noble lies in this, they glory in the flesh, instead of in God. Whenever a person thinks that he belongs to the nobility, he is in danger of seeking to make himself of reputation, to clothe himself with honor, God says, "Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not." 

God says that no flesh should glory in His presence. Accordingly, it is written, "He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
King Louis XIV, who had as court-preacher Archbishop Fenelon, found one Sunday, that, instead of the usual crowd, there was no one in church beside himself, his retinue and the preacher "What does this mean?" he asked the clergyman. "Your majesty," answered Fenelon, "I today had published, that you would not come to church today, in order that your majesty might see who serves God in truth and who flatters the king." 

We wonder, if the custom of going to church in order to flatter the preacher has not many devotees in our day and if many do not go to church merely as a matter of custom? When we go to church, may it be with us as with those Greeks: "We would see Jesus!" 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-16
Paul the Preacher 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Apostle, Paul, now is speaking of the kind of an entrance he had among the Corinthians. He had been very happy to move among them and preach Christ Now he is presenting to them his own ideals as a preacher. It is not alone to the Corinthians that Paul discusses his message and his ministry. 

To the Thessalonians he wrote, "Ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake." Again he says, "For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain." He goes on to say, "We were bold in our God to speak unto you the Gospel of God with much contention." Then he adds, "For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: but as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the Gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts." 

When we come to Paul's message to the Corinthians, there is much of the same tenor. Let us tabulate some things that are in the opening verses of chapter 2. 

1. Paul was not an orator. He said, "I came to you, * * not with excellency of speech." We received a letter of inquiry some time ago about a young minister. One of the questions was, "Is he an orator?" They wanted some one who could sway the crowds, and draw in the people by his powers of speech. Paul flatly said, "I came * * not with excellency of speech." 

2. Paul did not boast his scholarship. He says, "I came * * not with excellency * * of wisdom." We do not mean that Paul was not educated at the feet of Gamaliel: we mean that that scholarship received there, was not the scholarship which he used in preaching the Gospel. He was taught of God. During his years in Arabia, the Lord spoke unto him. He had somewhat to say because there was somewhat given him of God. 

3. Paul was a preacher of the truth as it is in Christ. He says he came declaring the testimony of God. We all know-where he received this testimony. Let me quote from the Book of Galatians: "I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." It is for this reason that we find that Paul added, "We preach * * Christ." 

When we are preaching a message from Heaven, we can preach with authority and with assurance. 

4. Paul preached Christ and Him crucified. Among stronger saints Paul preached many other things. He preached Christ risen, ascended, seated, coming again, and all of the great verities of the faith. Among the Corinthians, he majored in Christ, and Him crucified. 

5. Paul preached in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. This is found in 1 Corinthians 2:3 . The verse plainly shows us that the Apostle had no self-confidence. He did not think of himself as some great one. He certainly did not preach himself, as the noble leader and dictator to saints. 

6. Paul preached in the demonstration of the Spirit and power. He did not use enticing words of man's wisdom, with which to inveigle sinners into sainthood. His trust was in the power of God, made manifest in the Spirit. Would that we had more ministers, Sunday school teachers, and young people who knew what it was to be filled with the Spirit and endued with power from on high! 

I. THE OBJECTIVE IN PAUL'S LIFE (1 Corinthians 2:5 ) 
"That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God." 

1. Paul did not draw men unto himself. There is always a danger with public speakers to attract their audiences unto themselves. The difficulty in it all is that if we build men upon the arm of flesh, we cause our hearers to trust in man, and their faith may be shaken and wrecked. Paul could say, "Be ye followers of me, as I also am of Christ"; but he never went out to make Paul-ites. 

2. Paul did not draw men to the wisdom of man. He said, "That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men." If we are going to follow human wisdom, we are certain to collapse, because God will bring the scholarship of men to nought. The house that was builded upon the sand fell, but the house that was builded against the destructive rains and winds and floods, stood. 

3. Paul sought to glorify and magnify Christ as God. This to Paul was the magnet by which all men should be drawn, and to which all men should be united. It is a shame when any of us want ourselves displayed as some great one. Would that our ambition always was to magnify the Lord, and to glorify the Son of God! 

II. TWO KINDS OF WISDOM (1 Corinthians 2:6-7 ) 
We have in these 2 verses a comparison between the wisdom of the world and the princes of the world, and the wisdom of God spoken in a mystery. The former is wisdom which comes to nought. The latter is a wisdom which is called "the hidden wisdom"; and which was ordained of God before the world unto our glory. 

1. The human kind of wisdom. The word, "wisdom," here refers to scholarship. It is the highest reach of man's searchings and findings; that is, of man in his searchings apart from any Divine Revelation. We know that both in Ecclesiastes and Proverbs wisdom is put on the highest pinnacle of human accomplishment, and yet the wisdom which Paul knew and which he spoke was not a wisdom of the world, nor of the princes of the world. 

2. The wisdom which Paul gave was the wisdom of God. It was wisdom which went far back of the wisdom of men, because it entered into the things which were ordained of God before the world was. It was a wisdom impossible to the flesh, because it is spoken of as "the hidden wisdom," "the wisdom of God in a mystery." 

The philosophers of this world have, during the ages, sought to discover the first cause of all things. They see the earth filled with good things. They try to get back of those things, and to discover by the human intellect, and by searching, that from which all things sprang. The result of such a quest brought a man-centered law of transmutation of species. 

In evolution they think they have found the secret of the Universe, not only of our earth, but of all worlds and planets. 

All we can know of such things, are the things which God Himself has revealed. The greatest mystery of all mysteries, the greatest wisdom of all wisdom, is the wisdom of God which He wrought out in Christ upon the Cross, and which was prepared and planned by God, before the foundation of the world. 

III. IGNORANCE OF DIVINE WISDOM ACCLAIMED THE CAUSE FOR THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST (1 Corinthians 2:8 ) 
Concerning Divine Wisdom, God said, "Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." 

1. The ignorance of the Jewish rulers led them to deliver Christ to be crucified. In the 13th chapter of Acts we read, "For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew Him not, nor yet the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath Day, they have fulfilled them in condemning Him. And though they found no cause of death in Him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was written of Him, they took Him down from the Tree, and laid him in a sepulchre." 

The Apostle, Peter, at Pentecost did not hesitate to say, "Him, * * ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." Then he said in another address, "And killed the Prince of Life, whom God hath raised from the dead," Then Peter added, "I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers." 

Had the Children of Israel known the wisdom of God as set forth in the Prophets, they never would have crucified the Lord of glory. May we not likewise charge much that is done today to the ignorance of the people? Ignorance does not excuse them; however, if men were taught of God and had their spiritual eyes open to the Christ of God, they could do no less than crown Him Lord of All. 

2. The present call is to repent. After the Holy Spirit spoke of Israel's former ignorance, He said: "But now commandeth all men every where to repent." If men are now ignorant, they are needlessly so. The Bible is printed in the languages of the world and scattered everywhere. Holy men of God throughout every nation are preaching Christ as the power of God unto salvation. 

3. Satan still blinds eyes, but for the most part, they are the eyes of men who hold not the love of the truth. 

IV. THE SHORTSIGHTEDNESS OF HUMAN WISDOM (1 Corinthians 2:9 ) 
1. Think for a moment of what eye hath not seen. The things of God are past finding out. Job was a wise man, and in the Book that bears his name, we read, who "by searching [can] find out God"? When God came on the scene and began to talk to Job, he thrust upon him certain questions which we would like to present to every scholar in every university of the land. 

God said unto Job, "Gird up now thy loins like a man; * * and answer thou me. Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. * * Who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb?" 

God asked Job again, "Where wast thou * * when I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it? * * Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth? Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death? * * Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is the place thereof? * * Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew? Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of Heaven, who hath gendered it? * * Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?" 

When God got through with Job, Job was ready to acknowledge that he had spoken of things which he knew not. Today God is calling men to repent and turn unto the Lord. Let them renounce the wisdom which is of the flesh, the wisdom which knows not God, and let them bow before the Spirit, who teacheth them all things. 

2. Think for a moment of what the heart hath not conceived. Heaven lies ahead of us with unannounced glories. 

Millions of years our eyes may wander over the things which He has prepared for those who love Him; while other millions of years, and aeons upon aeons, will be required to glimpse the revelations of the exceeding riches of His grace. 

V. THE REVEALING SPIRIT (1 Corinthians 2:10 ) 
Too frequently Christians quote the 9th verse, and stop with it. They neglect to read the next verse. 

1. The promise was: the Spirit will teach you all things. The Spirit preeminently is the Revealer and the Teacher of the things of God. He reaches into the far past, before the world was, and He tells us much of the purposes, and of the determined counsels of the eternal God. 

He describes unto us the day when Christ lived with the Father in the beginning, as well as the days when Christ was on earth. The same Spirit reaches on into the things to come, and He opens up unto us everything which God wants us to know about the things which God hath prepared for those who love Him. What a matchless pen picture found in Revelation 21:1-27 and Revelation 22:1-21 ! What a far-flung vision! And yet how real, how literal and how glorious is it all! 

2. The Spirit shows us things to come. There are some who think the preacher should never proclaim the Bible's prophetic message. This is wrong. Paul said: "These things teach and exhort." Prophecy is the light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawn. Yea, prophecy is the "more sure word," to which all do well to take heed. 

VI. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE SOULISH AND THE SPIRITUAL MAN (1 Corinthians 2:11-12 ) 
God now begins to elucidate the realm of the intellect and the realm of the Spirit, Let us notice them one at a time. 

1. The realm in which the intellect may move. This is in 1 Corinthians 2:11 : "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." In other words, there is a sphere in which the soulish man may operate. He may know the things of men. He may know the things done under the sun. 
There is therefore a place where philosophy may revel in self-content. In this realm the five senses, smelling, hearing, seeing, feeling, tasting, all have their place and part. 

2. The realm in which the spiritual may move. The last statement in 1 Corinthians 2:11 , is, "Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." These things are the things which are freely given us of God that we may know. We, therefore, who are of God have received not the wisdom of the world, or the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God. 

These are the things which belong to the pulpit, to the preacher. Of these things Paul said, "Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth," This may not be acceptable with many, but it is acceptable with God, because it is of God. Here is the Divine statement: "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 

VII. THE MIND OF CHRIST (1 Corinthians 2:16 ) 
1. The Lord knew what was in man. So we also, if we have the mind of Christ, will know what is in man. 

2. The Lord knew the Father. So, if we have the mind of Christ, we may also know the Father. Jesus Christ said, "Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." 

3. The Lord knew the way to God. So may we also know the way to God. The Lord said, "The way ye know." Philip said, "We know not whither Thou goest; and how can we know the way?" Christ said, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life." There is a glory about the Christian's life into which many of us never enter. The Lord Jesus Christ wants to bring Himself, all He is, and all that He has, and make these a vital part in our lives. 

We saw a young woman who was a skeptic, and she plainly told us that while she believed there was a God, she did not believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of God. We asked her if she were an honest skeptic. She said she was. We then requested that she should pray this prayer: "O God, I am a sinner, and if Jesus Christ is my Saviour, I confess my need, and I ask Him to come into my heart." The next day she told us that Jesus Christ did enter into her life, as plainly as we entered the front door of her home. She said, "You do not think me fanatic, do you?" I said, "Far from it. A woman teaching mathematics in college is hardly a fanatic." Then, with a plaintive look, she said, "Mr. Neighbour, I believe in Jesus Christ, as my Saviour, but I do not believe the Bible is inspired." We said, "Will you tell God that you reject your mind, your intellect?" She demurred at first. She said, "God gave me intellect, that with it I might think." We said, "Reject it, and ask God to think His thoughts through your mind." A day or two later she said to us, "Oh, it is so different! Everything that we couldn't understand in the Bible seems plain and clear. That which was impossible is possible." God had renewed her in the spirit of her mind. She had given her intellect to God, and He had quickened it with a knowledge Divine, and gave it back to her. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Paul's effacement of himself is thus beautifully set forth: They tell us a beautiful story of Turner, one of the world's master-painters. The incident happened at an exhibition in 1826. Turner's picture of Cologne far outshone anything else in the great hall, but on the morning of the opening of the exhibition when a friend of the great artist led a group of expectant critics up to look upon it in all its glorious wonder he was amazed to find that somebody had tampered with the canvas. The golden skies that had given it much of its splendor had been covered with a dull, dead color, and the picture was seemingly ruined. He ran in consternation to his friend and said, "Turner, what in the world has happened to your picture!" and the story is this: 

The painting had been hung between two portraits by Sir Thomas Lawrence but with an injurious effect upon them by reason of the exceeding brightness of the sky as painted by Turner on his canvas. Lawrence quite naturally complained, but for some reason it was impossible to make any change in the position, although the rules of the Academy gave to the artists the privilege of making any finishing touches on their pictures before the exhibition opened. In reply to the excited question by his friend, Turner whispered, "Oh, poor Lawrence was so unhappy. It's only lampblack. It'll all wash off after the exposition." The great artist had actually ruined his picture for the time of the exhibition by passing a wash of lampblack over the splendor of the whole sky and thus made his competitor's painting stand out in advantageous contrast with his own. "There is," said George Sands, "but one sole virtue in all the world, the eternal sacrifice of self," and the really great souls of the world are the unselfish ones. 

W. E. B. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-23
The Carnal and Spiritual Christian 
1 Corinthians 3:1-23 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In our last study, we were discussing two kinds of people. One, the unregenerate who had not the Spirit, and the other, the regenerate to whom God had given the Spirit. 

In this study we will discuss two kinds of Christians. One is the carnal Christian. The other is the spiritual. One is a babe in Christ; the other is full-grown in Christ. By way of introduction, there are some salient things to consider. 

1. The limitations of a carnal Christian. Paul said, "I * * could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal." 

The carnal Christian is shut up to the deeper things of God. He follows after the natural man, which knoweth not the things of God. He has the possibilities within himself because the Holy Spirit is there. However, he sets aside the Spirit, refuses to recognize Him, to yield to Him, to walk after Him, choosing rather to follow in the wake of his own conceptions, and carnal promptings We remember these words from the lips of our Lord. To His disciples He said, "I have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now." 

The young people love the Lord; they have received Him, and in a pinch, would no doubt die for Him. However, many among them are unwilling to enter into the deeper things of Christ. They do not and they will not give up and yield the transient, passing pleasures of this life for the deeper, richer, fuller pleasures of His face. 

Beloved, remember that we can circumscribe God; that is, we can turn off the power so that the Heavenly light cannot shine. We can close the faucet so the bountiful rivers of mercy cannot run. 

Jesus Christ on one occasion stood before the city of Jerusalem uttering these plaintive words, "Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, * * how often would I * * and ye would not." 

Christ seemed to say, "I wanted to; you wouldn't; I couldn't." And this is true. It is true because He made it true. 

Paul plainly and positively said, "I * * could not speak unto you as unto spiritual." 

2. The self-negations of a carnal Christian. Because God is kept back from what He wants to do in the believer's behalf, the carnal Christian is kept back from feasting on the Heavenly Manna, from entering into Canaan experiences. Spiritual impoverishment is not due to the fact of God's unwillingness to bless; it is due to the fact of our unwillingness to enter in. 

Saints perhaps seldom stop to think that it is they themselves who limit themselves, and hinder themselves. They speak as though God was refusing to do for them what He was doing for others. They speak as though God was partial, with favorites to whom He gave His best bounties. This is not the case. 

God hath blessed everyone of us with spiritual blessings in Heavenly places. In entering upon these blessings, however, there is always a part which each believer has to play. The life of love, of joy, of peace, is for everyone of us. If we do not possess such a life, it does not hinder the fact that it is ours. 

We may be saved by the Blood of the Cross, and yet we may keep ourselves from entering in to the good things which God has prepared for those who love Him. We may deny ourselves the enjoyment of God's fellowship and of His spiritual blessings here and now. We may make it impossible for ourselves to enter in to the positions of honor, of trust, and of rewards in the Kingdom Reign. 

I. BABY CHRISTIANS (1 Corinthians 3:1-2 ) 
Paul wrote unto the Corinthians that they were "babes." 

1. The glory of babyhood. Does a greater joy ever come to a home than the advent of a babe? Everybody loves babies but nobody wants a baby to be always a baby. Here were Christians who had been saved in the past, but they were still babes in Christ. 

We met a little baby once, fourteen years old. He had the mind, the motions of a baby. Physically, he had grown; intellectually, he was still a babe. All the joy of babyhood passes when there is no growth. The greatest delight of the parent is to watch, step by step, the development of their little ones. 

2. A mark of babyhood. "I have fed you with milk, and not with meat." This is the explanation of Paul's statement in the first part of chapter 2. He said, "I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 

Then later he said, "Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect." 
Every pastor has in his flock an abundance of babes. If for a moment he dares to give them the strong meat of the Word, they have spiritual dyspepsia. In the Book of Hebrews we read, "Every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe." 

The strong meat of the Word belongs unto them who are of full age. Beloved, how many there are who, considering the time since they were saved, ought to be teachers, and yet they must be taught again and again the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 

God grant that the young people who are reading this may not remain babes. May they leave the first principles, and go on unto perfection. May they make up their minds at this moment that they are going to follow on to know the Lord. May they grow up in Him in all things into the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, and be, from henceforth, no longer children or babes. 

II. ENVYING CHRISTIANS (1 Corinthians 3:3-4 ) 
We have a second mark of carnality. First, it was babyhood. Now it is envying, strife and divisions. 

1. The real mark of spiritual life. It is strange how some people make the test of spirituality some distinct gift of the spirit which is given only to a limited few. 

If we want to know whether one is filled with the Spirit, let us see if they bear the fruit of the Spirit, for "by their fruits ye shall know them." "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." Therefore, the spiritual Christian will possess these things. 

2. A second mark of carnal life. Paul says, "Whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?" 

Do we know where envyings and strife and divisions are born? Certainly not in the bosom of the Holy Spirit. They are devilish. They do not come down from above, but they come up from below. They are not of the Spirit, but are of the flesh. Yet, how many there are who are always growling, or groaning, or grunting about something; faultfinding, full of strife, of envyings, and of jealousies. One is saying, "I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos"; Another perhaps is saying, "I of Cephas." Surely, such people are carnal. 

3. A third mark of the carnal Christian. Can Christians walk as men? We answer unreservedly, "They may," for 1 Corinthians 3:3 says, "Are ye not carnal, and walk as men?" 

Can Christians walk after the flesh? They certainly can, for the Spirit admonishes us that we walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in us. There are many calls in the Bible to saints to walk in the Spirit, to present their bodies as a living sacrifice, to yield themselves to God. 

Beloved young people, let us decide today whether we will walk as men, that is, as carnal, or whether we will walk after the Spirit, minding spiritual things. If we decide to follow the former course and walk as men, we will be a cause for dissension, for division, for strife, and for confusion in the Church of God as long as we live. 

III. A VITAL CONTRAST (1 Corinthians 3:5-7 ) 
The members in the church at Corinth have been saying, "I am of Paul; * * I am of Apollos." Others had said, "I of Christ." It is easy to discern that some were following men and others were following the Lord. The Apostle Paul in agitation cried, "Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos?" 

1. The greatest of men is incomparable to the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul was great. We referred to him in a former study, as the greatest of preachers since Pentecost. Apollos was great, great as an orator, great as a lover of Truth. Peter was great. John, the beloved disciple, was great. There are many men today who are great so far as their service for Christ is concerned, great in word and in deed; but what are they, any one of them, all of them, compared with the Lord Jesus Christ? 

On the Mount of Transfiguration when Moses and Elias appeared in glory with Christ; Peter, not knowing what he said, suggested that three tabernacles be built, one for Moses, one for Elias, and one for Christ. Immediately from the blue sky came the Divine rebuke, "This is My beloved Son." 

In the Church of Jesus Christ, we can give headship to no man; for One is Head of the Church, even Christ, and all we be brethren. 

Paul and Apollos and all other preachers are no more than ministering servants, through whom we believed. They are a finger pointing to Christ. They may plant the seed or they may water it, but it is God and God alone who giveth the increase. 

2. Jesus Christ is All in all. 1 Corinthians 3:7 plainly says, "So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase." 

In other words, Paul is not anything. Apollos is not anything. Christ is everything. God is All in all. 

When the people, rushing from the synagogue on the occasion of the healing of the lame man, would have done obeisance unto Peter and John, they cried, "Why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?" 

Then immediately they turned the eyes and attention of the wondering crowd to Christ whom God had glorified. 

Humbly at His feet we bow; crown Him God, our All in all. 

IV. A QUESTION OF REWARDS (1 Corinthians 3:8 ) 
1. God recognizes our service for Him. Our verse reads, "Every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour." 

The Husbandman calleth for laborers saying, "Go to work to day in My vineyard." He also promises that every man shall receive according to his work. 

In the 6th chapter of Hebrews, we read, "God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward His Name." 

Has not the Lord said, "I come quickly, and My reward is with Me?" 

We work because we love Him. He rewards us because He loves us and because we have proved worthy of His trust. 

2. God rewards us according to our service. One will receive a definite and a distinct reward from another. Some, alas, will receive nothing by way of rewards for they have done nothing. The Gospels begin the story of rewards, speaking of a cup of cold water given in the name of a disciple. Here is the statement, "He shall not lose his reward." 

If we expect a reward, therefore, we must do things through which rewards are secured. If rewards were altogether of grace, then all would receive alike. But since rewards are of service, therefore, everyone receives according that he hath done. 

3. The report of our service cannot be evaded. The Bible tells us we must appear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive according to the things we have done in the body. Some, who have done bad, may not desire to attend but they must appear. The day of reckoning is coming and that day we must face. 

V. THE TRUE FOUNDATION AND THE BUILDERS THEREUPON (1 Corinthians 3:10-12 ) 
1. No man can lay the foundation. 1 Corinthians 3:11 makes this positive. 

"Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 

The most important thing about a skyscraper or any great and heavy building is its foundation. Every believer, therefore, may well rejoice that the foundation upon which he is building has been already laid and that it is a solid, impregnable, age-enduring foundation. 

Our superstructure, if it is founded on the rock Christ Jesus, will stand. The winds may blow, the floods may come, the rains may fall, but it will stand unshaken through them all. 

2. The builders upon the foundation. God laid the foundation. We are told to build upon it. 

"We are building every day 

A temple the world may not see: 

We are building, building, building, 

Building for eternity." 

There is a great warning at the close of 1 Corinthians 3:10 . 

"Let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon." 

3. The two kinds of building material. 1 Corinthians 3:12 tells us, "If any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble." 

We have two classes of building materials, and in each class three things. The wood, the hay and the stubble stand for the works wrought in carnality. Of course, you know as well as we that wood, hay and stubble, when tried in the fire, will go up in smoke. The gold, the silver and the precious stones refer to the spiritual service. These will pass through the fire and will abide. 

We wonder, when the day of rewards comes, about how many of us will have our works burned. We have sufficient warning in the Word of God along this line. If we sow to the flesh, God has told us we will reap corruption. If, however, we sow to the Spirit, we shall reap life everlasting. 

VI. TRIED BY FIRE (1 Corinthians 3:13-15 ) 
1. The day which declares our work. 1 Corinthians 3:13 opens with the statement, "Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it." 

That day is none other than the day following the rapture of the Church when the saints stand before the judgment seat of Christ. We may not now receive for our work, but we shall then receive according to that we have done. Did not the Holy Spirit write through Peter this plea to ministering shepherds? "Feed the flock of God" over which the Holy Ghost hath made you an overseer, "not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind." 

Finally the Spirit said, "And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away." 

Thus, our rewards are at the Coming of the Lord. Did not Paul in the Spirit write to Timothy saying, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith." 

Then he added, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day." 

"That day" just quoted is the same as "that day" in the Scripture we are now considering. 

2. The fire shall reveal every man's work. The Book of Hebrews does not hesitate to say, "Our God is a consuming fire." 

The most striking part of it is that it uses this expression in conjunction with another expression. "And again, the Lord shall judge His people." 

It certainly is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God. Fire will not hurt gold and silver and precious stones, but it certainly will do all kinds of damage to wood, hay and stubble. 

3. The carnal believer himself shall be saved so as by fire. Perhaps it refers to the works only. Nevertheless, the fire that burns a believer's works will not feel at all comfortable to his heart nor to his conscience. Here is the way 1 Corinthians 3:15 runs: "If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire." 

Salvation is of grace, and a believer cannot be lost. However, he may suffer the loss of those days which were allotted to him for service for his Lord. Paul gave this under another figure: "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain." 

It will be a grief indeed if at the judgment seat of Christ we should stand disapproved a castaway. 

VII. THE FINAL CONCLUSION (1 Corinthians 3:18-23 ) 
We have more than we can compass in one study. However, we will give a few statements which present God's great and final conclusion. These conclusions we will give under three statements. 

1. Let no man deceive himself. It is so easy for us to follow error and to deceive ourselves. We may deceive ourselves about our own wisdom. We may think because we are wise in this world, that, therefore, we are wise in the things of God. God says in 1 Corinthians 3:18 , "Let no man receive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise." 

He says this because the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, 

2. Let no man glory in men. In I Corinthians we read, "Let no man glory in the flesh." 

Here we read in 1 Corinthians 3:21 of our Scripture, "Let no man glory in men," 

In the 1st chapter we read, "He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." 

This is our second great climactic statement. Why should we glory in man or in the flesh, when we are told that whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, we should do it all to the glory of God? Why glory in men when they, along with all other things, are the gift of God? 

Whether it be Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things present or things to come, all are ours. Such enrichment should not cause us to glory in our riches, but to glory in the God who gave them unto us. In the 8th chapter of Deuteronomy God said unto the Children of Israel, "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God." 

For it was God who gave unto Israel a good land, a land of brooks, of waters, of fountains It was God who gave them their goodly houses and herds, and flocks, and silver, and gold. It was God who brought them out of the land of bondage, therefore, God told them to beware lest they should say in their own hearts, "My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth." 

So, beloved, we must not glory in the gifts of God, whether they be gifts of men or of goods. We must glory not in the gifts but in the Giver. 

3. Ye are Christ's. The third and perhaps the greatest admonition of the three is the one that occurs in the last verse of the chapter. "And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's." 

Thus it is that all that we are, and all we have, comes from Christ, and is freely given unto us, all except one thing and that is ourselves. We belong to Him. He hath bought us with a price and we are not our own. One of the Old Testament conquerors said unto the one that conquered him, "I am thine, and all that I have." 

Shall we not voice these same words to Christ our conqueror? 

"I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, 

And it told Thy love to me; 

But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 

And be closer drawn to Thee." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
I have a friend who recently returned from a stay of a number of months in Japan. I was very much impressed by what he told about some most remarkable trees he saw there. Some of these trees were hundreds of years old and yet not a hundred inches high. He said that the most remarkable collection he saw was in Count Okuma's garden, near Tokyo. Here were pine trees that started to grow in the seventeenth century and at the dawn of the twentieth century they were not too large to be carried in one hand, pot and all. Others, whose seed was planted about the time Columbus sailed for America, were already outstripped by saplings planted inside of two years' time. In another place he saw a grove of Lilliputian plum trees, gnarled and knotted and twisted by centuries of wind and weather, that were none of them too large to grace a dinner table, as they often did when in full bloom. "More marvelous still," said my friend, speaking of the diminutive size of the trees, "there were other little trees planted before most of us were born that were still thriving it is too much to say growing in a teacup, while still others had not outgrown a lady's thimble." 

Dwarf trees. And how were they made dwarfs? Our friends tells us how: "They nip off the tree's roots, and pinch its limbs, and starve it with little soil, and let it go thirsty and dry, but at the same time keep the breath of life in it until it becomes the very travesty of a tree, a manikin vegetable with the wrinkled face of an old man on the legs of a little boy." 

Dwarfed Christians! Is there not a needed lesson we can learn from this little curiosity tree of our Japanese neighbors? We wish dwarfed Christians were as rare and as much of a curiosity as the Japanese dwarfed trees are. 

H.
04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-21
Christian Stewardship 
1 Corinthians 4:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The names surrounding discipleship. Our chapter presents before us several statements which remind us of the responsibility and privileges which belong to us as Christians. There are many names given to our Lord Jesus Christ, hundreds of them, and none of them is without significance. 

The Christian, also, is designated by various names, names which suggest not only spiritual characteristics, but also Divine service. Our part, as believers, is to walk worthy of our Lord, first of all, and then to walk worthy of the names by which we are called. 

We should not bear our names as a mere cognomen by which we are to be called, but we should bear our names in a way worthy of Him who named us, and of the names we bear. 

2. The name, "Ministers of Christ." The word "minister" (1 Corinthians 4:1 ) means one who serves. Until this day preachers are called ministers because they are supposed to bear the responsibility of serving their people. 

We believe that all saints, however, should be ministers of Christ, and in behalf of the people. There is a verse which says that Apostles and Prophets and Pastors are appointed for "the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Body of Christ." Certainly, the pastors should not be the only ministers. 

There is another verse which says: "In all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses," etc. Surely, the work of the minister is a work accompanied with many testings, and therefore needs many qualifications. 

There is still another verse which says, "He that ministereth let him wait on his ministering." One who ministers has no place for idleness. He must be up and about the Master's work. He must be bearing the burdens of his brethren, meeting their needs, and strengthening their hands. 

3. The name "Stewards of the mysteries of God." A "steward" is one who has charge over certain responsibilities. In this instance, he is one to whom is given the task of keeping and guarding the things which belong to righteousness. The verse before us, is the 1st verse of our study. It describes us as "stewards of the mysteries of God." How wonderful it is that we are put in charge of so priceless a treasure. The mysteries of God are the secrets of God, which have been delivered unto saints, and which none of the men of this world have known. 

There is the mystery of Godliness; there is the mystery of the Rapture of the saints, both of the dead and of the living; there is the mystery of iniquity which doth already work; there is the mystery of Israel, her present partial blindness, and her ultimate restoration to the land; there is the mystery of the Church, the Body, which was not known to the saints of the ages past, but is now revealed unto us by the Spirit, through Paul. 

All of these wonderful truths which reveal the eternal purposes of the Most High, are committed to Christians. 

There is a verse which says: "O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust." 

The second verse of our lesson says: "It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful." We must be faithful lest the mysteries of God be lost or neglected. The Church of the Living God is the pillar and ground of the truth. Unto that Church, God has committed the oracles of God. Oh, that we might be faithful to our trust! 

I. THE JUDGE OF OUR STEWARDSHIP IS GOD (1 Corinthians 4:3-4 ) 
1. Paul despises human judgeship. He says: "It is a small thing that I should be judged of you." We wonder if the average Christian is not more concerned with what men may say or think of his stewardship than he is with what God may say or think. There are those who care only for the praise and plaudits of men. Whether they are right or wrong in the sight of God, means but little to them. Their concern is that they may pass acceptably before the rulers of the synagogue, and the men who are over them in the church. 

There are some who even care more for the praise of men, of worldly men, and of carnal men, than they do for the praise of God. 

2. Paul does not even dare to judge himself. He said: "It is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self." And how can we judge ourselves, for we know not anything as we ought to know, save as the Spirit of God teaches and guides us. 

Suppose that one can say, "I know nothing against myself" is he therein justified? 

Suppose he is living up to the light of his own eyes, and fulfilling the dictations of his own conscience is he therefore to be accepted of God? 

Can saints do more than see through a glass darkly? Can they, in themselves, dare to direct their own steps, and judge their own lives? 

What folly, therefore, it is for us to boast our own righteousness or goodness. The Apostle Paul sought always to live with a conscience void of offense toward God and toward men. It was for this cause that he knew nothing by himself. The Apostle, however, did not even dare to say that he was sinless; nor did he dare to say that he was completely fulfilling his stewardship. 

3. The judge of all believers, in all things, is Christ. It is before Him we must stand. It is to Him we must give our account of all things done in the body. We do not expect to stand before God, in our human perfectness. We do expect to stand before Him, as one under the Blood, and as one who has sought to faithfully fulfill the things committed to our trust. We do at least hope to hear from His blessed lips, "Thou hast been faithful over a few things, * * enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

II. A DESIGNATED TIME OF JUDGMENT (1 Corinthians 4:5 ) 
1. We are told to judge nothing before the time of the Lord's Coming. One reason for this admonition is that there are so many hidden things which are altogether unknown to us, that we cannot judge rightly. It is not until we stand before the Lord, that God will bring everything to the light. It is not until then, that the counsels of the hearts of men will be made manifest. 

It seems absurd that one brother should sit in judgment upon another brother, and harshly condemn him when he knows so little about him, Men look on the outward appearance. They judge by the sight of their eyes. The tendency of all of us is to judge another by some wrong step, whereas we know nothing of the inner struggles of that life; nor do we know the deep devotion which may control his spirit. 

"We only saw the slips she made, 

As she through life the pathway trod, 

But how she struggled, fought, and prayed 

Were known, and only known to God." 

2. We are told that the Coming of the Lord is the time of judgment. The truth is that God Himself cannot judge our ministry, nor our stewardship, until its full sweep is reached. Every life starts waves of bane or of blessing in motion which will go on and on until they strike the shores of glory. 

So far as rewards are concerned God must wait until the harvest is fully reaped, until the sheaves are all gathered in, until the life task is completed. 

3. We are told that every man shall have praise of God. This is a most quickening, and comforting statement. There is no believer who shall not find, when he stands before God, something in which God may commend him. We delight in reading the messages to the churches, as found in Revelation 2:1-29 and Revelation 3:1-22 . In none of them was there human perfection. In most of them there were strong statements of infidelity and failure, but in all of them there was found something from the lips of their Lord by way of commendation. 

The ambition, therefore, of the saint should be that when he appears before the judgment seat of Christ at His Coming, to receive for the things done in his body, he may stand accepted in Him. 

III. THE SIN OF THINKING TOO HIGHLY OF SELF OR OF ANOTHER (1 Corinthians 4:6 ) 
In the light of our Divine stewardship and our service to Christ, there is a method of judgment which is now set forth. 

1. We may judge men above that which is written. In other words, we may glory in men, more than we should. The Apostle wrote, "That ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another." 

According to this, while we may judge one to his hurt, and in this wrongly judge; we may judge another to his glorying, and in this wrongly glory. Apollos, whose name is mentioned in our key verse, was an orator. It is easy to applaud and to laud such a one above his due. 

Here is an angle in judging one another, that needs to be safeguarded. It is a judgment which endangers our pride, and causes us to exalt one, while we humble another. This is altogether contrary to the Spirit of Christ, who made Himself of no reputation. 

2. In judging we should remember that all gifts are received from God. 1 Corinthians 4:7 says: "Who maketh thee to differ from another?" It also says: "What hast thou that thou didst not receive?" If, therefore, our achievements are accomplished only by His Divine investment, why should we glory? If saints wrought apart from God it would be different. If it is by their own might, or power, or wisdom, that they accomplish for God, then they may glory. If, however, they are working, endued with power from on high, and under a grace received from above, where is the place for self-glorying as if they had not received it? The truth is that God has written, "Let no man glory in men." 

IV. A HOLY SARCASM (1 Corinthians 4:8-10 ) 
1. The Spirit, with sarcasm, rebukes self-boast fulness. 1 Corinthians 4:8 reads: "Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us." This was the spirit that dominated the carnal saints at Corinth. The Holy Ghost takes out of their own lips, the words with which they have boasted in themselves. Then He adds: "I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you." Here the Apostle turns from the temporal, to the eternal; from his own day, to the day of the Reign of Christ among men. 

2. The true spirit of Apostleship. 1 Corinthians 4:9 says: "I think that God hath set forth us the Apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men." Here you begin to grasp the Scriptural status of the Christian. It is suffering; it is being made a spectacle before the world and angels and men. Has God not said: "In the world ye shall have tribulation"? Has He not said; "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake"? 

3. A comparison between the true and the false. The Holy Spirit now, through Paul, rebukes the folly of the Corinthians by placing before them the ignominy of the Church's greatest man. He gives this rebuke in contrast: 

1. "We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise." 

2. "We are weak, but ye are strong." 

3. "Ye are honourable, but we are despised." 

Paul wrote these words to shame them. Beloved, have you ever seen those who desired the high places in the synagogue; those who desired to be called of men, "Rabbi"? Have you ever seen the church fawning at the feet of some great religious potentate, and giving him honor? 

To such a one, these words are addressed: Our Lord was despised and rejected of men. Shall we, His servants, faithful to His message and methods, seek to be applauded and honored of men? 

V. THE COST OF FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP (1 Corinthians 4:11 ) 
1. An inside view of Paul's stewardship. Here is the way it is stated: "Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; and labour, working with our own hands." 

How many of us, as we have followed the journeys of the Apostle Paul and considered the great sweep of his testimony, have not thought of how wonderful it would be to be reckoned in his class? Have we, however, as we half way desired to follow in his steps, ever considered how often he was hungry, and thirsty, and naked, and buffeted? He knew no place that he could call home. He had no church board to supply his wants. To meet his needs, he labored and wrought with his own hands. 

How many preachers there are who demand a salary, who demand every comfort of this present age before they will go out in the service of their Lord! 

2. An inside view of Paul's sufferings and conduct. Here is a contrast worthy of deep thought. 

(1) Paul was reviled, but he only blessed his revilers. 

(2) Paul was persecuted, but he only suffered it, and in no sense fought back. 

(3) Paul was defamed, but he only entreated. 

God grant that we as His ministers and stewards, may learn the lesson which Paul's life proclaims. 

3. An inside view of the world's attitude to Paul. Paul was made as the filth of the world, and as the offscouring of all things. We who delight in honoring the memory of the great Apostle to the Gentiles, perhaps forget that there was a time when he was reckoned as nothing but the off-scouring of a dirty world. 

VI. THE TRUE SPIRIT OF REPROOF (1 Corinthians 4:14-18 ) 
1. The inner heart of the Apostle as the Spirit, through him, addressed the Corinthians. The Apostle said: "I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you." When we, as ministers of Christ, have ought to speak by way of rebuke, let us learn to speak unto our people, as we would to our own beloved children. Before ever we utter a word of warning, let us assure them of our heart of love. 

Paul loved the Corinthians because they were begotten in Christ Jesus through the Gospel which he preached unto them. He loved them as a father. 

2. The Apostle Paul did not ask of others what he himself did not do. In 1 Corinthians 4:16 he said: "Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me." In 1 Corinthians 4:17 he told them that he had sent Timothy unto them that he might bring into their remembrance his ways in Christ, and of how he taught everywhere in every church. 

Some may think at first that the Apostle was now boasting his own righteousness. Not so! He did say: "Be ye followers of me," but the "me" of whom he spoke was the One who was "in the Lord," "in Christ." He even said that his ways were in Christ, thus he made no claim to any personal piety or purity. 

To the Thessalonians, Paul said: "Ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord," When the saints at Thessalonica became followers of Christ, they followed in the way of His suffering, and in the way of His being shamefully treated. 

3. The Apostle Paul acknowledged not his own power, but the power of the Gospel. In 1 Corinthians 4:15 he said, "I have begotten you through the Gospel." In 1 Corinthians 4:17 he said: "For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son." Thus did Paul set forth the message of regeneration. First, he acknowledged that the saints in Corinth (some of whom were puffed up; most of whom were carnal), were children of God, begotten through the Gospel. 

Secondly, he acknowledged that Timothy, who was faithful in the Lord, was a son by regeneration, through the Gospel. 

VII. THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL (1 Corinthians 4:19-21 ) 
1. Paul desired to know not the speech but the power of the saints at Corinth. There are many of us who may talk much, who may say many things, but who have no real touch of the Holy Ghost in our ministry. With what carefulness did the Apostle set aside all words and all speech which tended to pride and to self-exaltation, as he emphasized the power of the Gospel. 

Our mind goes to that marvelous statement in the opening chapters to the Corinthians, where Paul said: "My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power." 

Let us, as Christians, from this day seek to judge our ministry and our stewardship not in words but in the Holy Ghost and in power. 

2. God's promise to the Church, was, "Ye shall receive power." 1 Corinthians 4:20 says: "For the Kingdom of God is not in word, but in power." From our pulpit, in our prayer meetings, and in our Young People's gatherings, we may have much of words, and little of power. We may have not only much of word, but much of the Word of truth. We may even preach or testify to a full gospel message, and yet be absolutely impotent in the hand of God. What we should seek is the Word of God and the truth of God, proclaimed in the power of God. A ministry, a stewardship is worth the while, only as it is clothed with the Holy Ghost. 

Let us remember the order of Acts 1:8 , "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me." There is here nothing of being witnesses, without power. The fact is the disciples were commanded to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high. They had been taught in the Word of God, and their doctrine was true; but Christ did not want them to preach a spineless, inert truth. He wanted them to preach a Spirit-enforced truth. 

Here is a lesson we dare not overlook. No ministry is prepared, no missionary is panoplied to preach Christ, until he or she is anointed with the power of God. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
There is a certain fish known as the blowfish or toadfish. It has no particular value unless it be to cultivate the patience of the fisherman, for commonly it seizes the bait intended for its betters. It is an unattractive fish, with a great mouth and a mottled, wrinkled body that looks like worn-out leather; but turn it over and tickle it a little and the flabby creature will puff up until it is swollen to the appearance of a globe. Did you ever meet people like that? Upon occasion, with only a slight stimulus, they swell up until they bear the semblance of greatness and beauty, but there's nothing substantial about it; it's all air. A little flattery, a little tickling of vanity, and they "swell with pride," as we say. So they do; but pride is about as unsubstantial a thing as that which puffs up the blowfish. Our business is to grow; not to swell, to be built up in Christ; not to be puffed up with pride. In this connection it is well to remember Paul's words, "Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth." 

An organ-blower in a country parish, who was worried during service because a new hymn was given out, inquired after church of different members of the congregation how the hymn went, adding this apologetic explanation, "I never blowed that hymn before!" There are other men in the world who think that their "blowing" is the chief feature of any achievement. 

Zion's Herald.
05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-13
Admonitions to a Worldly Church 
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. How quickly bad reports fly. The Apostle wrote, "It is reported commonly." Just so. Evil deeds usually travel on the wings of the wind. They pass from lip to lip, until it seems they never stop. 

Isaiah 53:1-12 opens with the words: "Who hath believed our report?" Good news travels but slowly, and when it reaches the ear is often not believed. 

Why are people still quick to hear and to report sin in another, and slow to believe and report the wonderful salvation of the all-blessed Christ? 

2. The sin in the Corinthian Church was fornication. What a dark cloud, to rest upon the Church of God, was this! Yet, alas, the church of today is even more sadly involved in shameful conduct. 

It has now come to pass that church members may live in all things, as lives the unbelieving world, and remain members of many churches unrebuked. The truth is that in many places it is difficult to determine whether it is a churchly world, or a worldly church. 

Sin is excused by the pulpit and practiced by the pew. Preachers often soft pedal the vilest of conduct. This is true not in any one part of our country, but in every part. 

Recently we were talking to a Christian Chinese lady who had come to the United States for Bible instruction. She was asked if she would not be happy to have her brothers to come over to study, as they also are in Christian work in China. The Chinese sister in Christ held up her hands, and with horror in her face said: "No, no, I would not want them to come and see the way American Christians live!" 

3. The sin in the Corinthian Church was even worse than the sin of the unbelieving Gentiles. The verse reads: "And such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles." 

What shall we do when those who profess godliness live blacker lives than the general run of the ungodly? Who are the leaders in the dance? the card tables? the theaters and movies? Do the unsaved outclass the church members in smoking? in wine drinking? in many evil practices? We fear not, at least in many places. 

We need once again to hear the question of Romans 6:1 : "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?" Then we need to note the horror of the Lord, as the Holy Spirit cries, "God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" 

4. The Church at Corinth even fell so low as to be puffed up about the horrible sin in their midst. They had no sorrow, no sense of shame, no aching heart. They even seemed to boast their folly. Perhaps they thought that free grace was a license to licentiousness. 

Dear young people, the grace of God teaches "us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." 

Too many are excusing their sinful ways; some are even proud of their folly. 

Is there no joy in Christ? No pleasures that never fade? Is the Christian young man or young woman forced to go to the world for their pastimes? God forbid! We are truly happy, only as we walk and talk with the Lord. 

I. ARE OTHER CHRISTIANS RESPONSIBLE EVEN THOUGH ABSENT, FOR THE SINS OF OTHERS? (1 Corinthians 5:3 ) 
1. Paul absent in body, but present in spirit judged the conditions at Corinth. We are willing to grant that Paul had preached in Corinth; that he was the founder, you might say, of the Church. We add, for this cause, Paul felt a personal responsibility for Corinth, and a special love for them. 

Should we not be concerned also for conditions in church life in which we, personally, are in no wise a partaker? Is not the Body of Christ one Body? Are we not every one, members one of another? 

Did not Jeremiah feel himself weighed down and overwhelmed by the sins of Israel? Hear him cry, "O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness." Then he said, "I am pained at my very heart; * * I cannot hold my peace." 

Oh, beloved readers, is it nothing to us who pass by, that we see the professed church mixing herself with sinners? 

2. Until we sound the alarm we are held responsible for the sins of others. If we see the people who name His Name, being led into paths of sin and shame; if we see them falling under Satan's wiles, and hold our peace, shall we be held guiltless? 

It is still true that no man lives to himself. We are our brother's keeper. Hear the words of the Spirit in Ezekiel: "If the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; * * his blood will I require at the watchman's hand." 

Let us not think to absolve ourselves from the present-day worldliness of the church by simply standing aloof therefrom. We must sound the alarm. 

II. THE CALL TO CHURCH DISCIPLINE (1 Corinthians 5:4-5 ) 
1. The responsibility of the local church. Mark the words: "When ye are gathered together." Paul could not expel the sinning member at Corinth. He could command the Church so to do. Paul could, however, tell the Church that his spirit would be with them. He could tell them what they were ordered to do in the Name of the Lord Jesus. 

2. The promised backing of Divine power. Paul told the saints at Corinth that they would have more than the approval of his spirit; they would also have the "power of our Lord Jesus." What Paul was saying, in the Spirit of God, was that God would back the saints at Corinth, in their faithful discipline, with His presence and power. 

We believe that if true discipline secures the power of the Christ, that the lack of that same discipline keeps back the power of the Lord Jesus. 

Why are so many churches helpless today? It is because God hath written "Ichabod" over their doors. When sin is in the camp, unjudged, God steps out of the camp. He cannot and He will not bless the church that permits Achans to stay in, unpunished. 

3. The call to discipline. Our verse says, "To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." 

Many a saint has been blessed and helped by being turned over to Satan. The Lord said to Peter, "Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat." When the Lord permitted Satan to have Peter, did Peter forever forsake his Master? Nay. He was, by the very fiery sifting, made the man who could preach the Pentecostal sermon. True discipline is restorative, not destructive. 

III. THE LEAVEN OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS (1 Corinthians 5:6 ) 
1. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Leaven in the Word of God always stands for false doctrine and sin. In this study the one who was sinning, and retained in the church fellowship was compared to leaven, and the Spirit said, "Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?" 

Here is a warning to which we should all give heed. If we allow sin to remain in the church, the sinning one will lead others to sin. We sadly believe that it is next to impossible for the average young person to live in the twentieth century worldly church, without becoming worldly. When the pastor and deacons and elders and stewards wink at sin, they are only encouraging it. 

Young people have told me again and again that their pastors have said that such things were all right. 

2. The old leaven must be purged out. This is God's command. Remember that the writer is not voicing his own opinion. God is speaking in His Word. When God speaks, every tongue should remain silent. There is no "if" about it. The Bible says, "Purge out * * the old leaven." 

Church discipline is almost a thing of the past. Church members may live as they list, and they still be retained in membership and in full fellowship. 

Churches that used to stand for separation, have now utterly repudiated their former position. Worse than that, mammon and pleasure have come in and manned the church. How long, O Lord, how long shall these things be? 

IV. THE CALL OF THE CROSS IS TO SEPARATION (1 Corinthians 5:7 ; 1 Corinthians 5:1 .c., 1 Corinthians 5:8 ) 
1. We eat an unleavened bread in commemoration of the death of Christ. There is a wide significance in all of this. It tells us that Christ, the sinless One, was sacrificed for us. The offering of God, on Calvary was a holy offering. From time immemorial the lambs of commanded sacrifice were designated to be firstlings of the flock, without spot and without blemish. 

If He who died for our sins was a spotless, holy offering, shall we who are redeemed from sin by His precious Blood come and offer unto Him a sacrifice of evil? God forbid. 

Besides this, we are told that the Cross in which we glory is a Cross by which we are crucified to the world, and the world is crucified unto us. 

If our sins demanded a sinless Christ for our sacrifice; Christ demands a sin-washed and sin-delivered saint to follow Him. 

2. We must therefore, offer not the leaven of malice and wickedness, but the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Romans 12:1-21 tells us that we arc to offer our bodies unto God as "a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." We dare not come into His presence therefore, in the adoration of worship, with unclean hands and hearts, Isaiah cried, in the Spirit, "To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me?" Then the Spirit said, "Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well." 

God wants, yea, God demands, clean lips and clean hands from those who serve in His House. He cannot receive and He cannot approve and bless any man who is unclean. 

3. God places a premium on Christian sincerity and truth. Anything that is a camouflage, or a "put on"; anything that is not truth, or that does not ring true, God cannot receive. How we poor mortals need to be filled with the Spirit that we may conquer the baser motives of the flesh and live out the fruit of the Spirit! 

V. OUR COMPANY REVEALS OUR CHARACTER (1 Corinthians 5:9 ) 
1. The old adage We are like those with whom we associate. This adage generally speaking, is true. If we keep close fellowship with any class of people it is because we choose to belong to that class, and we will soon become like them. How can two walk together, unless they be agreed? Shall righteousness walk with unrighteousness? Shall light dwell with darkness? Shall a believer have comradeship with an unbeliever? 

When a Christian turns aside and enters into the pathway of unbelievers, and of the wicked, he will, beyond doubt, become contaminated with their evil ways. The Word of God is final and without controversy. That Word says, "Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away." 

Evil communications will corrupt good manners. Here is God's warning to young people concerning the ways of the evil woman: "Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths." 

When Christians have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, they simply reject God's admonition and walk in the ways of death. 

2. The meaning of the expression "not to company." The word does not mean that the saint should stand aloof from contacting fornicators in the everyday walk of life, for then we would, as 1 Corinthians 5:10 says, needs go out of the world. We are not to company in the sense of personal fellowship with evil men and women. 

In a certain church a man of the world said to us, "We have been accustomed to hunt and fish and have comradeship with the former pastor, and we had hoped to have the same with you," I told him that I would eat with him, or sit with him, in case of need, if he wanted me to point him to God; but I could not make him a close companion or chum. How could I? His ideals of life and separation from evil were as far from mine, as the east is far from the west. I could not link up with him. 

He who runs along with the wicked will soon become partaker with them in their evil deeds. 

VI. THE MESSAGE OF SEPARATION OF CHRISTIAN FROM CHRISTIAN (1 Corinthians 5:11 ) 
1. Abraham could not fellowship with Lot. In Genesis we read of how Lot went with Abraham. Time, however, showed that the two were by no means alike in their conception of life. The moment came when Abram said, "Separate thyself, * * from me." The way of Lot soon revealed the wide and different ideals which prompted them. 

Abraham walked with God, was a friend of God. Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom. Abraham looked to God for guidance, made God His leader; Lot judged after the sight of his eyes, and made selfish gain his guiding star. Abraham was a confessed tent-dweller, looking for a City whose Builder and Maker was God; Lot was a dweller in the gates of Sodom, looking for his rewards from the city which the wicked had built. 

Abraham guided his children into the ways of God. Lot was as one who mocked to his sons-in-law. There was no common ground that could tie them together. 

2. Carnal babes among those called, "brothers," find no place of union with the spiritual who know God. How the Word rings forth, "I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat." The incompatibility of so-called worldly church members who live after the flesh, and walk in the ways of worldiness, with those who are spiritual, walking after the Holy Ghost is everywhere seen in the churches of this day. 

Where is the fellowship between those who love the world and those who are other-worldly? 

If you smoke cigarettes, and I dare not, could not, would not, where is the fellowship? If you play cards, and revel in pastimes which to me are sinful, fleshly, and dangerous to moral and spiritual life, where is the fellowship? 

VII. THE QUESTION OF JUDGMENT (1 Corinthians 5:12-13 ) 
1. The Church does not judge the world. Our verse says, "What have I to do to judge them also that are without? * * Them that are without God judgeth." 

Here is room for earnest thought. We were pastor in a southern city. The pastors met together and sought to start something to clean up the city. They asked our church to join them in closing up the houses of ill fame, and the gambling dens, the pool rooms, and the drinking joints. We, to be sure, deplored all of these contaminating things. However, we quickly replied: "Brethren, we are commanded to judge those who are within, not without." 

Churches have a responsibility to judge those within their folds, who walk not after godliness. Paul, in the Spirit, says in the last verse of our chapter, "Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person." That word is still spoken to the churches of this very hour. Yet, where is the church which obeys? Church discipline is, for the most part, a thing of the past. 

2. God will judge them who are without. The task is too great for us. We cannot run the government, or attempt to clean up the filth of our cities. Why? Simply because of what we said, the task is impossible, and is not given unto the church. How helpless, hopeless, weak is all human reform business. Evil men and seducers will continue to wax worse and worse. Iniquity continues to abound. Perilous times still come. God's judgment slumbereth not. He will judge the world for its sins. 

We make one final plea let us judge this rather, that we hold high among ourselves, the standards of right living given by the Lord to the Church. Let us judge this rather, that our members keep those things which are written in the Book. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Pure religion and undefiled is to keep oneself "unspotted" from the world. That expression is taken from the old custom in the purchase of sheep. When a shepherd sold a part of his flock, they marked the sheep with the name or monogram of the new owner, and those sheep then belonged to the new fold. They were to go to another enclosure, and when, that night, they sought for shelter, they were to go to the new fold. And to keep oneself "unmarked from the world" means to keep the world's mark off, so that you will return to God's Fold, and not in the world's fold. 

There is a perennial European herb called samphire, which grows by the cliffs of the sea, yet it is never found, it is said, on any part of the cliff which is not above the level of the tide. Just so Christian believers cannot grow, or indeed maintain their spiritual existence at all, unless they take care, however near they may be to the surging currents of humanity's eager ambitions to secure themselves at a safe level above the changing tides of this world's lower things and desires. "In" this new century world, but "not of it," is the necessary condition of soul preservation. 
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Verses 1-20
The Indwelling Holy Spirit 
1 Corinthians 6:1-20 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The studies in the Epistle to the Corinthians are not written to be shelved, but to be carefully studied, and followed, lest we fall, as saints, into the same line of carnalities, as those into which they fell. 

In the last study we discovered a deplorable condition in the Church at Corinth. Now, other shortcomings are before us. All of these are due to the one fact, the Corinthians failed to walk in the Spirit, and to yield themselves wholly to Him. 

1. The great lack of the present hour among the churches is their utter failure to give to the Spirit of God His rightful place in the church, and in the heart. In preaching, we said, "If we had our way we would place in every seminary, in every Bible School, and in every church a specially prepared teacher to proclaim the Spirit-filled life." 

Did not the Lord command the saints of old to tarry at Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high? The Lord knew the helplessness of any service unendued from on high. 

Did not the Lord, through the Apostle, say, "Be filled with the Spirit"? He knew that the fruit of the Spirit could not be produced in believers who were not Spirit-filled. 

2. The emphasis in the present Sunday school program is on efficiency, established by and accomplished by organization. The Sunday School must be well graded, divided and subdivided. It must be run with clocklike precision, and by methods developed by experts. One would think the Holy Spirit was not to be considered, as an important feature in that service. If He has any place, it is a secondary place. 

3. The pastor of today must be efficient in every line of social, financial, and philanthropic activity if he is able to cope with the demand of the modern church. He must possess those business qualities which the prince of merchants needs, in managing a large department store. There is no question from the pew as to whether he is filled with the Holy Ghost, or taught by Him in the Word of the evangel; what the pew wants is a good mixer, a good organizer, and an up-to-the-minute financier, etc. If the pastor is rhetorical, well versed in literature, and gifted in oratorical powers, that is enough. The Spirit-filled, Spirit-taught and Spirit-led preacher is not to be sought. 

4. The average church member is living wholly apart from any personal contact with, or knowledge of, the Spirit. He seeks to fulfill every Divine requirement, both in service and in holy living, by his own power and initiative, unaided by the Lord. There is no wonder that we have such a great lack in the membership of our churches. There is, for this cause, no fervor in work, no joy in worship. 

If we stop a moment to look at the Church of the first century, we find that they were all filled with the Holy Ghost. They ate their meat with gladness, and singleness of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. They continued daily, and with one accord in the Temple, and in the breaking of bread from house to house. The believers were together and had all things common. When they were scattered by the persecution that arose at that time, they went everywhere preaching Christ. 

What was the blessed finale of such a Spirit-filled people? Here it is "And the Lord added to the Church daily such as should be saved." The great concern of the Apostles of Christ was that every one should receive the Spirit. 

I. SHOULD A CHRISTIAN GO TO LAW WITH HIS BROTHER? (1 Corinthians 6:1 ) 
1. As far as it is possible we should live at peace with all men. It is far better to suffer evil, than to avenge oneself. If our enemy hunger, we should feed him; if he thirst, we should give him drink. If one should strike us on the right cheek, we should turn to him our other cheek also. 

We should, wherever possible, overcome evil with good. We should under no circumstance render evil for evil, but the rather provide things honest in the sight of all men. Another Scripture adds, "But ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men." 

2. Where questions are such that we must seek judgment against a brother, we should not make it a matter of the courts of the land; but we should ask the spiritual among the brethren to judge our case. The Spirit considers the unjust unable to rightly judge the saints. Do we imagine that the unjust can judge our matters, better than they who are godly? Do we think that men who know not God, can the better decide matters of justice, than can the men who know God, and walk in the truth? 

3. How Bible instructions are set aside by the children of God. As we pause for a moment, let us consider how Christians seldom, if ever, take any matter against a brother to the church. Let us consider also how the church makes no provision for such cases to be considered. 

The Word of God seems to have but little weight with followers of God, save in those things which have to do with certain great and outstanding doctrines of grace. In the realm of Christian conduct, the believer seems to feel himself at liberty to live as he pleases; or according, at least, to the dictations of his own conscience. Is the Bible authoritative upon the churches, and upon saints? 

II. CHRISTIANS SHALL JUDGE ANGELS (1 Corinthians 6:3 ) 
1. The ministry of angels is intimately connected with saints in this life. It is written: "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" What then? The angels of God concern themselves with those things which have to do with the benefactions of the children of God. 

Have you not read how the angels encompass the saints, to deliver them? The angels opened the prison for Peter's escape. The angels warned Joseph, husband of Mary, in a dream, relative to the safeguarding of the infant Christ. As to the children, "In heaven their angels do always behold the face of My Father which is in Heaven." 

2. The conduct of fallen angels is also a matter for our consideration. There are principalities and powers, who are the world-rulers of this present darkness. There are angels among these. They kept not their first estate. Many such angels are kept in everlasting chains under darkness, unto the judgment of the great day. 

3. The superiority of saints to angels. We speak not, so much, of saints in this life, as of saints in the life to come. The redeemed are destined to rule and reign with their Lord. He shall judge the world in righteousness; they shall judge with Him. The Lord, for the time, was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death; He is now far above them, crowned with glory and honor; and set over all things. 

When Christ comes the second time, we read of the edict of God, "Let all the angels of God worship Him." The superiority of Christ to angels is assured. What then; are we not His brethren? Are we not like Him? Do we not partake of His glory, and of His power? We do. 

4. Therefore we shall judge angels. They are now our servants in the glory of the Gospel; we shall then be their judges, in the glory of the coming life. 

III. ARE THERE STILL FAULTS AMONG SAINTS? (1 Corinthians 6:7 ) 
1. Are there no wise men among the saints? If not, why not? Is not God the author of wisdom? Behold, it is written, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." 

Certainly the church should not major in folly. We serve a God of all wisdom. By Him, we are made wiser than the ancients. The entrance of His Word giveth us light, and understanding, and wisdom. Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this world? Is not Christ made unto us, both the power and the wisdom of God? 

2. If saints are given the wisdom of God, can they not judge in the matters of men? Shall a brother go to law with his brother, and that before unbelievers, when his own brethren are panoplied to judge a matter with the wisdom of God? Paul said, "I speak to your shame." 

There is one thing we do not want to do, and that is this: We would not, for the world, shame our Lord, and drag down His holy Name by our cavilings. 

3. The fault among saints. The Apostle put it this way, "There is utterly a fault among you." What was that fault? "Because ye go to law one with another," "and that before the unbelievers." Then is added this significant expression: "Why do ye not rather take wrong?" This phase we will treat in our fourth division. Just now let us press home the fact that wrong among believers, defames the Name of our Lord. 

God is judged among men by our acts. If we are His children, His representatives, His ambassadors, surely the world will think of Him in the light of our words and our deeds. We must walk carefully because we are His witnesses, bearing His Name, and holding His honor and glory at stake. 

Is it not still true that there is utterly a fault among us? Yea, are there not many faults? Do saints not live, in many things, far below the dignity and honor of their position? Others may do many things that we may not do. 

IV. WHY NOT THE RATHER SUFFER LOSS? (1 Corinthians 6:7-8 ) 
The portion of the verse that we wish to emphasize is this: "Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?" 

1. It is given unto saints to suffer. It is written; "In the world ye shall have tribulation." Again, It is written, "Unto you it is given * * to suffer." Why then should not the Christian suffer gladly? "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake, Rejoice, and be exceeding glad." 

Yes, there is something worth while when we are buffeted, and we take it patiently; for then the Spirit of God and of glory resteth on us. 

2. We are not to avenge ourselves. God will take care of us, and vindicate us in His own time and way. Therefore, even if we have been defrauded, why should we go to law before unbelievers? God is able to make all things abound toward us. Shall we not take our care to Him, and cast it down at His feet? Truly He careth for us. 

Perhaps God sent to you, your loss, 

Your bitter cross, 

That you, His wondrous grace might learn, 

His love discern; 

That you might look to Him the more, 

Tilt life is o'er. 

Perhaps God seeks to turn your eyes, 

Up to the skies: 

Perhaps He would your life refine, 

Until you shine 

With new-found peace, and faith, and power 

Through trial's hour. 

3. Remember how Christ was smitten. When He was buffeted, He buffeted not again. He went as a lamb to the slaughter, and like a sheep before its shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth. Let us do likewise. 

V. THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM (1 Corinthians 6:9 ) 
1. Shall we who are inheritors with the saints in light begrudge an earthly loss? Suppose we are defrauded the things of earth last only for the night. We are taught several things: 

(1) We are to set our affections on the things above, not on the things on the earth. We lay our treasures up on high, where moth and rust cannot enter and corrupt, nor thieves break through and steal. If we lay our treasures up down here, we will the more quickly want to go to law, when defrauded, to reclaim our loss. 

(2) We are to look at the things which are not seen, and not at the things which are seen. The bird in hand is of far less value than two birds in the Divine bush, for the two are sure; while the one in hand, is sure to fly away. 

2. Those who are defrauding us, along with other unrighteous men, will be losers in the kingdom. Think you that fornicators, and idolators, and adulterers, and thieves shall inherit the Kingdom of God? 

Thus, those who steal our purse, not only steal trash; but they heap to themselves sorrows, and rob themselves of the Kingdom for which we gladly suffer. 

To the wicked is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. For a while they may seem to prosper, and to enjoy the works of their hands, but they will suddenly be cut off and that without remedy. 

3. How saints may safeguard their possessions. Suppose we, down here, do suffer loss? Paul suffered the loss of all things, in order that he might win Christ. We who lose all things for Him, will find our all things laid up for us in Heaven. We can use the ungodly mammon, to make unto us friends, who shall welcome us into everlasting habitation. 

VI. WHAT WE ARE AS CONTRASTED WITH WHAT WE WERE (1 Corinthians 6:11 ) 
1. What we were. 1 Corinthians 6:9 and 1 Corinthians 6:10 speak of fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, self-abusers, thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners. Then it says, "such were some of you." 

All believers have not gone into such depths of sin; but all believers had, in their unregenerate days, the possibilities of such sin. The human heart is corrupt according to deceitful lusts. 

2. What we are. Our key text says: "But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." Here is a wonderful standing which we have in grace. Here is a wonderful threefold present condition of all believers: 

(1) We are washed. That is, we have been cleansed from our sins. We remember how the outcomers from the great tribulation had been washed, and made white in the Blood of the Lamb. We likewise remember the promise made in the Old Testament: "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow." 

(2) We are sanctified. The word here suggests to us sanctification, made real unto us, in the Lord Jesus Christ and by the power of the Spirit. It carries with it the included fact of our having been washed and made clean; however, our Scripture is particularly emphasizing that we have been separated from the things in which we walked of old, on the one hand; and dedicated unto Christ, our Saviour, on the other hand. 

(3) We are justified. Justification means that we are pronounced just. God has laid our condemnation upon Christ, and neither Satan, nor the world can condemn us, for we stand justified in Christ, before God. 

The three things above are all ours in the Name of the Lord Jesus. That is, they are ours by virtue of what He is, and what He has accomplished, in our behalf. 

These three things are also by the Spirit of God, that is, the Spirit is acclaimed as the agency through which our washing, our sanctification, and our justification are accomplished. 

Would that all Christians might live up to their standing in Christ Jesus! 

VII. THE PRACTICAL CONCLUSION OF THE CHRISTIAN'S DELIVERANCE (1 Corinthians 6:13 ) 
1. The body is not for fornication. Shall we take the body which the Lord hath bought, and in which the Spirit dwells, and make it unclean? Shall we take our bodies which have been bought with a price, and make those bodies the members of a harlot? Shall we take our bodies into which the Lord hath placed His Spirit, and allow them to be used in evil practices of any kind? Nay, we will present our bodies unto our Lord as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is our rational service. 

2. The body is for the Lord. The body is for the Lord, because He needs it in His service. He has no hands but our hands, no feet but our feet, no lips but our lips with which to work, or walk, or speak. He wants our hearts that He may love through them. 

3. The Lord is for the body. There is a great deal suggested in these words. There is the suggestion of Divine watch-care over our body. He provides for its needs. He gives it food for nourishment, and raiment for protection. 

The Lord is for the body, in the case of its sickness. Indeed He stands ready to quicken it, by His Spirit who dwells within us. We have seen how the body takes on a new value as it becomes a member of Christ. 

4. The body is the temple of the Holy Ghost. Here is a wonderful thing. God not only bought ourselves with a price, but, in His purchase, He included our body. He tells us that our body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, who is in us, and that we are not our own. 

In the old days there was but one inhabitant in our bodies, and that was our sinful self. Now that we are born again, we have not only a new man begotten in Christ Jesus, who dwells in our body, but we have that new man enforced by the indwelling Spirit. Here is the blessed result of it all. The final great consummation: "Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
I had the privilege of being shown through an up-to-date hospital recently, and while in the operating room my attention was drawn to the system by which the instruments are kept in a solution which renders them absolutely free from germs, so that they are ready for use at any moment without fear of giving infection. Germs may well be used as a type of sin, and the only way to be kept free from the germs of sin is to dwell in the presence of the Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit is a perfect antiseptic against sin. If we are filled with the Holy Spirit sin cannot have any power to harm us. It is only when we grieve the Holy Spirit and wander away that sin has a chance to work its deadly work in us. 

Surely when once we learn this we ought to dwell where there is safety. 

Young People. 
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Verses 24-27
The Seven Crowns 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The possibility of winning a crown. There are two classes of Christians: one is the carnal, the other is the spiritual. There are some who imagine that such distinctions as we have just noted are true enough upon earth, but, that when Christ comes again, distinctions will cease. 

We believe the Bible teaches quite to the contrary. Believers are not alike on earth in their service, their life, or in their fidelity to the Faith. For this very cause believers will not be alike in their rewards, beyond this life. 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 shows that there is a Judgment Seat of Christ, before which all must appear. The day of that Judgment Seat shall declare whether earth's service will be burned with fire, or whether it shall remain; whether the believer himself shall suffer loss, or receive a reward. 

Revelation 22:12 shows that when Christ comes He will bring His rewards with Him. In view of that fact, we have the admonition that we should "so run that we may obtain." The prize is set before us. What we want to do is to live day by day, stretching every nerve to obtain. Moses was willing to forsake Egypt with her treasures, and to choose the suffering of affliction with the children of God, because he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 

The possibility of a crown lies before us. If there is a possibility, there must be an effort to attain. Believers are in the school of Christ. They enter when they are born again. The day of rewards (you may call it graduation if you wish), lies ahead of us. Some vainly imagine that all will wear "crowns" in the Glory. 

We wish to ask, "Where will you get the crown?" Crowns are rewards, and they will be given only to those who have won them. You cannot demand a crown. You cannot grab another's crown. 

2. The possibility of losing a crown. God has said, "Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown." You may have a crown as a reward for service and for holy living up-to-date, but if you fail to continue, and you fall by the way, you may lose your crown; even that crown which you have thus far been sure to obtain. You cannot lose eternal life. You can lose and you may lose the rewards which should be yours. 

God has said, "In due season we shall reap, if we faint not." There are some who run well for a season. However, when the cares of life come upon them, and the pleasures of the world seek to ensnare them, or when the lure for gold enthralls them, they fall away. These will lose their crown. We read of one who once walked with Paul, "Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world." 

3. Paying the price of a crown. The Spirit said, "If we suffer, we shall also reign." However, if we deny Him, He will also deny us. We are "joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together." 

People who prospect for gold are willing to pay the price of deprivation, and of toil that they may obtain. 

The ones who run a race are willing to bring their body into subjection, and to so run that they may win. Let us, also, pay the price. 

I. THE CROWN OF THORNS (Matthew 27:29 ) 
When Christ was delivered by Pilate to be crucified, the soldiers took Jesus into the common hall and robed Him with a scarlet robe. Then, they plaited a crown of thorns and put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand. Then they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews"! Afterward they spat upon Him, and smote Him on the head. 

As we view our Lord thus crowned, we are stirred with indignation, and with grief. We wonder, however, if we are willing to share the ignominy and the shame of this mock-crowning? We were told by the Lord that if we would come after Him, we should take up our cross and follow Him. Should we not also take up our crown of thorns? If His brow was pierced, should we not be willing to have ours pierced? 

The fact is, the world holds no brief for saints. It conserves the same attitude toward the Christly Christian, that it held toward Christ. The Lord said, "If they have hated Me, they will also hate you." If the wicked called Him, Beelzebub, they will also call us Beelzebub. 

We know, therefore, that it is given unto us, not only to believe in Christ, but also to suffer for His sake. In the world we shall have tribulation. We need not think it strange if men cast out our names as evil, for so did they with the Name of our Lord, who went before us. 

As the study proceeds we will consider other kinds of crowns. There will be the crown of righteousness, of glory, of rejoicing, of life, and the many crowns. We wonder, however, if all of these crowns are not contingent, more or less, upon our bearing the crown of thorns. 

II. THE CROWN OF REJOICING (1 Thessalonians 2:19 ) 
1. Paul's entrance to Thessalonica. The seventeenth chapter, of Acts tells how Paul in the city of Thessalonica preached three Sabbath days, opening and alleging that Jesus was the Christ. Paul entered the city of Thessalonica, with a heart burning for the salvation of souls. The result was that many turned to God from their idols to serve the True and the Living God, and to wait for His Son from Heaven. His entrance was not in vain. Without use of flattering words, without the spirit of covetousness, he labored and travailed night and day, being affectionately desirous of them. He was ready to impart not the Gospel of God alone, but his own soul also. 

2. How the heart of Paul longed after the Thessalonians. His only joy seemed to be that they should stand fast in the Lord. He wanted them to be worthy of the high calling to which they were called in Christ Jesus. He sought to establish them in the Faith. After he had gone from Thessalonica, he sent Timothy back to inquire as to their welfare. Then he gave thanks to God, in their behalf, as he heard the story of their faith and love. Night and day Paul prayed that he might see their faces, in. order that he might impart unto them whatever might be lacking in their faith. 

3. Paul's crown of rejoicing. Paul looked beyond his entrance into the city of Thessalonica, and beyond his heart's concern for souls, he looked into the future, and saw the Lord coming in the clouds of Heaven. He saw the dead raised up and the living in Christ raptured. It was in view of all this that Paul wrote, "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His Coming?" 

We call this the soul-winner's crown. Each of us should, in our personal work and preaching, hold before us this glorious sparkling victor's crown. 

III. THE CROWN OF GLORY (1 Peter 5:3-4 ) 
1. The service of the under-shepherds. Our verse begins with the story of the Chief Shepherd. This suggests to us the fact of under-shepherds over which Christ is chief. These shepherds are the elders who are called of God to feed His flock. There are many under-shepherds who are untrue to the sheep, and unfaithful to the Chief Shepherd. 

Ezekiel gives us God's message to all such. "Woe be to the shepherds * * that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?" 

There are some shepherds who eat the fat, and clothe themselves with the wool, but they feed not the flock. They neither visit the sick nor strengthen the diseased, nor bind up the broken; neither do they bring back the sheep that is driven away. God pity such shepherds as these. 

The Lord admonishes the under-shepherds to feed the flock of God, and to take oversight thereof, "Not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind." 

2. The rewards of the under-shepherds. Our key text says, "And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away." Here is a crown that lies in the reach of every faithful shepherd of the sheep. There are some who love to He down, and who are forever looking to their own gain from their own quarter; to these the Lord will say, "Ye have your reward." There are others who shepherd the flock, and are faithful in serving them. These shall receive a crown of glory. 

The idle shepherd, when he seeth the wolf coming, forsakes his sheep. The true and faithful shepherd is willing to lay down his life for the sheep. 

The false shepherd destroys and scatters the sheep. They prophesy from their own head, and prophesy peace, when there is no peace. They stand not in the counsel of the Lord, nor do they cause His people to hear His Word. All such shepherds perish. True shepherds may have less here, but over there they will wear the crown of glory. 

IV. THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (2 Timothy 4:6-8 ) 
1. Fighting the good fight. Paul in the Spirit wrote Timothy that, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, he should endure hardness. He also wrote that a wrestler in the games striving for mastery should not entangle himself with the affairs of this life, but that he should strive lawfully, if he expected the victor's crown. 

What Paul wrote to Timothy, he himself practiced. He said, "I have fought a good fight." Paul had lived a life above reproach. He had separated himself from everything that would hinder him in the great contest of his ministry. 

2. Finishing the course. The Apostle had no greater desire than to finish his course with joy, in all sincerity and completeness. He said. "Having obtained help of God, I continue unto this day." He believed, moreover, that God would help him unto the perfect day. 

He had been "in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft." He had been thrice beaten with rods, once had he been stoned, thrice had he been shipwrecked, a night and a day had he been in the deep. In speaking of his travails, he said, "In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of mine own countrymen * * in weariness and painfulness, * * in hunger and thirst * * in cold and nakedness." 

As the Apostle comes to the end of the journey he now is able to say, "I have finished my course." 

3. Keeping the Faith. The Apostle Paul contended earnestly for the Faith "once delivered." He would not turn to the right hand nor to the left. He preached Christ crucified, raised and coming again with unswerving fidelity. He not only knew the Faith, but he kept it. 

4. The happy prospect. The Apostle Paul, as he viewed his life's ministry, said, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give me at that day." 

This crown is a victor's crown, and it cannot be given to men who have failed to win it. Let us so fight, so finish our course, and so keep the Faith that we, along with Paul, and with those who love His Appearing, may receive the victor's crown. 

V. THE CROWN OF LIFE (James 1:12 ; Revelation 2:9-10 ) 
1. The day of temptation and of testing. James is writing to the brethren that they should count it all joy when they fall into divers temptations (testings). John, in Revelation, in writing to the Church at Smyrna, says: "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation." It is given to all saints, not only to believe in Christ, but also to suffer for His sake. 

As the days of the end come to a close, the day of increasing persecutions also draws near. The believer has always had tribulation in this world, but the days of Tribulation and of darkness will deepen as the shades of the Great Tribulation, spoken of by Daniel the Prophet, and emphasized by the Lord Jesus come. The Holy Spirit, through Paul, and in Revelation speaks of these days. 

2. The day of rejoicing and rewards. The Holy Spirit, through James, said: "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him." 

The Holy Spirit, through John, in addressing the Church at Smyrna, said: "That ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." 
Once more our crown is a victor's crown. It is only for those who win it. As we think of this crown of life, we are reminded of a gracious promise: "If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him." So it is, that we reckon that the suffering of this present time is nothing comparable to the glory that shall be revealed in us. Indeed, we are joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, "If so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together." 

VI. THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN (1 Corinthians 9:25 ) 
1. Running the race. The context, which surrounds the "incorruptible crown," describes all of the saved as running in a race. The race-runners are also set forth in Hebrews where the Spirit says, "Let us run with patience the race that is set before us." 

2. The rules of the race. The man who was running in the race, striving for mastery, was temperate in all things. In view of this the Apostle said: "I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: but I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." 

In Hebrews we read, "Let us lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us." Surely no one can obtain success in running, unless he obeys the laws of the game. 

3. The incorruptible crown: Those who run in the races of men do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we, an incorruptible. God will give us no mere wreath of flowers or ferns with which to deck our brow: "The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away." 

Our crown will never wither, and never fade. Our crown, like our inheritance, is incorruptible, undefiled, and it fadeth not away; reserved in Heaven for us. Let us seek to obtain that crown. 

VII. THE MANY CROWNS (Revelation 19:12 ) 
1. The vision of Jesus Christ coming again. The Lord Jesus is described, in the context which surrounds our verse, as coming down from an open Heaven, riding upon a white horse. The battle of Armageddon is before us. The nations have set themselves together against the Lord and against His Christ. In spite of their array, the Lord is coming to judge, and to make war. He is coming to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. The armies of Heaven are following Him, arrayed in fine linen, white and clean. A sword goeth forth out of His mouth. He is about to tread the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. 

An angel is crying unto the fowls that fly in the midst of the heavens to gather themselves together unto the supper of the great God. The beast is taken, the false prophet who wrought miracles before him is also taken, and they are both cast alive into the lake of fire. 

2. The vision of the many crowns. As the Lord descends to the earth, there is seen upon His head many crowns. These crowns are regal crowns, they are glittering diadems. 

The One who wore the crown of thorns, in His first coming, will, in His Second Coming, wear the crowns of royalty. 

There are some who may fail to see any connection that saints may claim a part in this vista of Heavenly diadems. We are sure, however, that, as we began this study and considered the crown of thorns, all of us saw that saints bore a relationship to that crown. We knew that we were called to suffer with Him, and to go with Him outside the camp bearing His reproach. Shall we not also reign with Him? If we share with Him His crown of thorns, He will surely share with us the glory and dominion which His diadems declare. When He reigns, we will reign with Him. The Lord, Himself, said, "The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them." 

If you desire that crown of glory, 

You must the crown of thorns, now wear; 

If you desire to share His glory, 

You must His suff'rings also share; 

So bear your cross in full endeavor, 

And to His Name be ever true; 

Then from His lips, in God's forever, 

You'll hear your name confessed anew. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
A KNOCK BORNE FOE THE SAKE OF A CROWN 

"A man will venture a knock that is in reach of a crown." "The ambitious will run all risks of cruel wounds, and death itself, to reach a throne; the prize hardens them against all hazards. Even so will every wise man encounter all difficulties for the crown of life; and when, by faith, he sees it within reach, he will count all afflictions light through which he wades to glory. 'If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him.' " 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-14
Types and Analogies 
1 Corinthians 10:1-14 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
By the way of introduction to this study upon "types and analogies," we wish to suggest several things, based upon the following statement, contained in 1 Corinthians 10:11 : "Now all these things are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come." 

1. The value of the Old Testament Scriptures to those who live today. A great many people seem to imagine that the New Testament alone is valuable for present-day believers. There is a verse of Scripture in Second Timothy which we need to consider. Here it is: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works." Our 11th verse says that various Old Testament writings were written for our admonition. The verse just quoted above, says they are written for our profit. 

(1) The Old Testament, as well as the New, is profitable for doctrine. Some people say they do not like doctrine. The word means "teaching," and certainly we need to be taught in the things of God. The great doctrines of the Bible, which are vital to saints of all ages, are taught from Genesis to Revelation. We will never know God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost, in the fullness of their Heavenly attributes, unless we see the unfolding of the Triune God in the earlier Books of the Bible. 

(2) The Old Testament, as well as the New, is profitable for reproof. The Laws of God contained in the Old Testament Scriptures, still have a very vital message to the saints. They were written that we might have before us the Divine standard for righteousness. Whenever we fail to reach that standard in our daily walk, the Law brings us reproof, and drives us to Christ for redemption. Every chastening of God upon the saints of old is a reproof to us, lest we fall after the same example of unbelief. 

(3) The Old Testament, as well as the New, is profitable for correction. God has written the Bible not only to show us our sins, but to show us how they may be overcome. He not only reproves us, but He corrects us. Close by this word "correction," is the next word: 

(4) The Old Testament, as well as the New, is profitable for instruction in righteousness. The Bible not only reproves us and corrects, but it shows us how we may live in a righteousness acceptable unto God. First of all, the Word instructs us in the righteousness, which is by faith through the Blood of the Atonement. Second, It instructs us in righteousness in walk, and in life, which is possible to the Spirit-filled believer. 

2. The value of the Old Testament in furnishing us unto all good works. There is so much in our life of service that is exampled throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. The great deeds and acts of faith set forth in the earlier Books of the Bible are a marvelous incentive to those of us who live today. Read Hebrews 11:1-40 on this line. 

I. UNDER THE CLOUD AND THROUGH THE SEA (1 Corinthians 10:1-2 ) 
1. Our fathers, passing through the Red Sea, bespeak the Divine power of God. It was no easy matter, in fact, it was an impossible thing for an alarmed and undisciplined people to march out from the midst of a great people fully equipped for war. God made this possible by a miraculous sending of ten judgments upon the Egyptians. After these, Pharaoh was willing to let Israel go. 

However, when the multitude, under Moses' leadership, had reached the Red Sea, they were alarmed, as they saw themselves hedged in by the water on the one side, the hills on the other side, with the armies of Pharaoh approaching them from the rear. 

When they cried out, the Lord said unto them: "Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will shew to you to day * *. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace." 
Thus it was that they walked through the sea upon dry land. Behind them the clouds shadowed them against Pharaoh's horses and chariots. 

2. Our fathers passing through the Red Sea, bespeak unto us the time when we came out of the world to walk with our Lord. There was a mighty power displayed towards us, as there was towards Israel. Christ died to save us from this present evil world. He said, in His last prayer, "I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world." The world does not easily give up the saints. The saint, nevertheless, has a faith which overcomes the world. 

3. Israel baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, typifies our baptism, as the sign of our separation from the world and our entrance into a new life. Christians, therefore, should always be "other-worldly." They have a citizenship in Heaven, and they are strangers and pilgrims here. 

II. EATING THE SPIRITUAL MEAT WHICH CAME FROM HEAVEN (1 Corinthians 10:3 ) 
1. The manna which came from Heaven was food for their bodies. We all know the story of how the Children of Israel, as they journeyed through the wilderness, cried out for food. There was a tremendous number of them; something like a million and a half of people. 

There were women, there were children, and there were the aged. No man could see them hungry without being stirred. God, however, met their needs, and gave them abundance of food, and they did eat. 

To us, all of this suggests that God will meet our temporal needs. Is it not written, "My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus"? If God feeds the sparrow, and clothes the lily with its beauty, how much more will He feed and clothe us, children of the most High God? 

2. The manna which came from Heaven was food for the spirit. Our verse says they "did all eat the same spiritual meat." Thus God Himself makes the manna a type of that hidden food with which He nourishes our spiritual life. 

It was this which Christ suggested, when He said, "For the Bread of God is He which cometh down from Heaven, and giveth life unto the world." Then said they unto Him, "Lord, evermore give us this Bread." 

Beloved, Jesus Christ is still the "Bread of God," and the Bread which He gives is His flesh. 

Do we not remember how Christ said, "Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you"? Beloved, the flesh of the Lord Jesus, as typified by the manna, is meat indeed, of which, if we eat thereof, we shall never hunger. 

III. DRINKING THE SPIRITUAL DRINK (1 Corinthians 10:4 ) 
Our verse says, "[They] did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ." 

1. We remember the thirst of the Children of Israel. They pitched in Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink. Then it was that the people did chide Moses, tempting the Lord. 

When Moses cried to the Lord, the Lord said, "Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink." In the Epistle of Peter it is written: "Behold, I lay in Sion a chief Corner Stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe He is precious." Yes, Christ is the Rock that was smitten for us. 

2. We remember when the multitude were athirst in the days of Christ. This was on the last day of the feast. When Jesus saw them, He cried: "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." 

We are reminded again of how the woman of Samaria came to the well for water, and of how Jesus said unto her that if she would have asked of Him, He would have given her Living Water. Then the Lord said: "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the Water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of Water springing up into everlasting life." 

On another occasion, Jesus said: "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye have no life in you." He also said: "My Blood is drink indeed." Thank God for the Water of Life. Thank God for the invitation to drink and be satisfied. 

IV. A SAD CONDITION (1 Corinthians 10:5 ) 
Our text says, "But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness." 

1. Is God well pleased with us? When we think of the Children of Israel, and of their blessings, we are amazed that they should ever have grieved their Lord. Did God not lead them out of Egypt with a mighty hand? Did He not do marvelous things in their sight? "He divided the sea." "In the daytime also He led them with a cloud and all the night with a light of fire." "He clave the rocks in. the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths." HE "rained down manna upon them to eat." "He rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea." 
Yet, in spite of all of this, "They tempted God in their heart." "They turned back." They "limited the Holy One of Israel." They "kept not His Testimonies." They "dealt unfaithfully." "They were turned aside like a deceitful bow." 

We wonder if today we are much better than they. Is the Church not walking, unmindful of the great things which God has done for them? Have we not forgotten Him, days without number? Have we not trusted in the arm of the flesh? 

Do we not have in our midst those who hold to the doctrines of world-mixing? Do we not say that we are rich and increased with goods, whereas, in truth, we are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked? 

2. Will God overthrow us in the wilderness? The Children of Israel were overthrown. Out of six hundred thousand elders, who left Egypt with Moses, only two entered into Canaan. The bodies of the rest were all left in the wilderness. 

Those events are surely written as types unto us. The God who refused to let Israel enter into Canaan, will refuse to let us who sin, as they sinned, enter into His Millennial rest. 

V. GOD'S WARNINGS TO US (1 Corinthians 10:6 ; 1 Corinthians 10:11 ) 
1 Corinthians 10:6 says, "These things were our examples, to the intent we should not * * as they." 

1 Corinthians 10:11 says, "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come." 

1. God uses Israel's failure as a warning to the Church, lest they fall after the same example of unbelief. 
(1) In Hebrews 3:8 ,Hebrews 3:13 we read, "Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation," and, "lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." God is telling us that we are in danger of doing what they did. 

(2) In Hebrews 4:1 we read, "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it." God's method of dealing with the saints of today must, of necessity, be along the line of His dealing with Israel. If they failed, we may fail; if they entered not in, we may be unable to enter in. 

(3) In Hebrews 4:11 we read, "Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief." Remember that the "rest" spoken of is not Heaven, nor is it eternal life. The "rest" can be no other rest than the Millennial rest, when Christ shall dwell among men; and, seated upon David's throne, He shall judge the world in righteousness. 

2. We dare not shift the typology which God set before the Corinthians. The word "examples" is the Greek word tupos, or types. How forceful is the language, "to the intent we should not." How forceful, also are the words in 1 Corinthians 10:11 , "written for our admonition." We must not cast aside this warning. We must, rather, be admonished there-by. 

VI. THE SINS OF ISRAEL, WHICH ADMONISHES (1 Corinthians 10:6-10 ) 
1. They lusted after evil things. They longed for the onions and the garlic of Egypt. Shall we lust, as they also lusted? Shall we cry out that we loathe the Heavenly Manna, and that we are sick of the quails and the meat which God gives? Shall we turn again to the fleshpots from which we have been delivered? Shall we seek to satisfy ourselves by fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, and of the mind? 

2. They were idolaters. They sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. This was the time when they made the golden calf, and worshiped it. Do we, of today, have any other gods before us? Do we fall down to worship at the shrine of human greatness and glory? is gold our god? 

3. They were fornicators. Beloved, there is a fornication which is just as sadly wrong and vicious as was that of the fornication of Israel. This is the mixing of the church with the world. The prince of the world is the devil. Shall saints, therefore, seek to the world for their pleasure? 

Alas! alas! we fear that in many places, it is impossible to tell whether the church is a worldly church, or whether the world has become a churchly world. The church and the world seem to have one ideal, one passion, one viewpoint. 

4. They tempted Christ. In the Book of Hebrews, chapters 3 and 4, we read of how the Holy Spirit said, "When your fathers tempted Me." 

Think you that saints who turn back from their fidelity to Christ, and long after the fleshpots of Egypt, do not tempt Christ? Is He pleased and satisfied with the way many of us live? Does He sanction our heart-yearnings for the world? Are there in Jesus Christ no pleasures that satisfy? Is there in Him no peace and no plenty? 

VII. A WARNING AND ASSURANCE (1 Corinthians 10:12-13 ) 
1. The warning. In 1 Corinthians 10:12 it is written, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." It was self-confidence that became the stone over which Peter stumbled to his hurt. He said to Christ, "Though all men shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended." 

Beloved, there are too many of us who are so certain of our spiritual life, that we even neglect prayer and Bible study, and every other grace given us to sustain the Christian life. 

Christians should walk carefully, for danger is ever near. Their enemy, the devil, goes about seeking whom he may devour. 

2. The assurance. "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." 

The only one in danger of falling is the one who thinketh he standeth, and is, therefore, unaroused to the pitfalls and snares laid for his undoing. 

The Christian, who realizes his own weakness, and who turns to God for help in the hour of his trial and testing, will always find a faithful God who is ready to strengthen and establish His trusting saint. 

No matter how dark or rugged the path; no matter how many the foes, our God will permit nothing to befall us, without also making a way to escape. Let us, therefore, while we fear the foe and his effort to bewitch us, fly with all assurance into the arms of our faithful Lord. 

3. The plea. 1 Corinthians 10:14 reads, "Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry." 

1 Corinthians 10:13 by no means teaches that God's promise of aid and succor to the tempted, should lead the saint to be careless in where he walks, or in what he does. The Lord immediately says, "Flee from idolatry." We have no right, whatsoever, to expect God to help us when we refuse to walk with Him in the way. If we are found in His path, and will, and way, He will not suffer us to fall. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Lot and Abraham give us a contrast and fit the analogy of self-seeking the way to poverty and vice versa. 

Those who are always choosing for themselves find out sooner or later that they make a poor choice. They seek well-watered land and often get the desert only. They look out for fountains of Living Water and sometimes receive only "broken cisterns." Selfishness never has reward. Lot found this out. Sacrifice always has its reward. Abraham found this out. It is better to let the Lord make a choice than for Lot to make a choice. 

This is quite true, but how slow we are to learn it. Me, my and mine is too much with us. The career of Lot is significant. Behold the three steps in his declension: 

1. "Lot chose" (Genesis 13:11 ). 

2. "Lot * * pitched his tent toward Sodom" (Genesis 13:12 ). 

3. "Lot sat in the gate of Sodom" (Genesis 19:1 ). 

This reminds us very much of the 1st Psalm where walking, standing and sitting are the three postures of the man that is displeasing to God. Lot chose, he pitched and he sat. It is ever the way. 

Abraham took the least and the last. He took what was left over but he had something left when Lot had everything lost. Sometimes the left over is the finest of the lot. It is better to take a left over from the hand of God than to look over and choose by the eye of man. You may be selfish and, get but you cannot be selfish and gain. You may think you are getting the best of it when lo, you are getting the worst of it If you have any doubt about it, ask Lot. 

The Wonderful Word. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 20-24
The Lord's Supper 
1 Corinthians 11:20-24 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Circumstances under which the Supper was inaugurated. 

1. Christ knew He would die. 

2. After the Passover passed away the Supper came in. 

3. The one, Judas, who went out. 

4. The singing of the hymn. 

5. The final words of comfort and admonition. 

1. Christ knew He would die on the Cross. When we come to the Lord's Supper we see Christ as He took the bread and said: "This is My body, which is broken for you." In all of this we know that He knew not alone that He would die, but that He knew also how His body would be "broken" for us. 

When we see Christ taking the cup and saying, "This is My Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins," we realize that Christ not only knew that His Blood was to be shed, but He also knew that His Blood was to be shed in the fulfillment of a Covenant made long since in Heaven. 

2. After the Passover was over, the Lord's Supper came in. The Passover was a memorial of the days when the Lord passed over the houses of the Children of Israel. On that night a lamb was slain, and the blood was sprinkled on the side posts and the upper doorpost. 

During the centuries, that Passover had been annually kept in anticipation of the hour when the true Passover Lamb, even the Lord, would be slain on Calvary. As Christ sat at the table with His disciples and ate of the Passover Feast, He knew its fullest significance. After the Passover, when He took the bread and the cup and set a new table of a New Covenant, He knew its full significance. Since then the Church has commemorated the Lord's death, till He come. 

The Passover has been set aside. It looked forward to Christ's death. The Lord's Supper has come in, it looks backward to Christ's death: The Passover had a time limit, a culminating period; the Lord's Supper also has a time limit "till He come." 

3. The one, Judas, who went out. He had taken the Passover with Judas present, for Christ said, "He that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish." It is passing sad, a travesty on humanity, that one ready to betray the Lord should have eaten the Passover. 

We fear, however, that there are many today who eat of the Supper and then go out into the paths of unrighteousness and folly to betray Him. The Bible speaks of certain ones who crucify the Son of God afresh and put Him to an open shame. Let us beware lest we prove insincere and unworthy of His grace. 

4. The singing of the hymn. The Supper being ended, Christ gave unto the disciples the marvelous message contained in John 14:1-31 , John 15:1-27 , and John 16:1-33 : then He prayed the prayer recorded in John 17:1-26 , and after they had sung a hymn they went out Our Lord, in the singing of this hymn, reminds us of the nightingale which sings in the darkest hour of the night. He sang when the shadows of His crucifixion were gathering heavily over Him. 

The sorrows of death were about to grip Him, and yet He sung a hymn. 

5. The final words of comfort and admonition. Let us revert to the chapters in John's Gospel. We are all familiar with how Christ said, in chapter 14 "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me." Having spoken these words, He gave them as many as 14 reasons why they should not be troubled. Then He closed with the same words, "Let not your heart be troubled." 

Chapter 15 centers in the message concerning the vine and the branches, with the great climactic statement, "That your joy might be full." 

Chapter 16 emphasizes the "little while" of the Lord's absence, and the words of encouragement and comfort concerning the Paraclete or Comforter whom the Lord would send to teach, to guide, to strengthen, and to admonish us. 

These three chapters, with the Lord's wonderful prayer in chapter 17, close the Lord's final words following the "Supper." 

I. THE LORD'S SUPPER A CHURCH ORDINANCE (1 Corinthians 11:18-20 ) 
1. It is a Church memorial, in distinction to the Jewish memorial. 

2. It is distinct from home eating, which is to supply physical hunger and thirst (1 Corinthians 11:21 ). 

3. It is to be observed in solemn sacredness (1 Corinthians 11:22 ). 

1. It is a Church memorial in distinction to the Jewish memorial. In every message given to the Jews, there is a lesson for the Church of God. However, the Church is not Israel, and the Lord's Supper is not a Jewish feast. The Supper was given to the saints by the Lord Jesus, but certified by the Holy Ghost through Paul, as an observance to be kept by the Church until the Lord's Return. 

There are some who want to do away with the Supper, and leave the Church without any memorial whatsoever. With this we cannot agree. 

2. It is distinct from home eating which is to supply physical hunger. 1 Corinthians 11:21 says, "In eating every one taketh before other his own supper." 1 Corinthians 11:22 says: "Have ye not houses to eat and to drink in?" The Lord's Supper, therefore, is not a family affair. 1 Corinthians 11:18 says: "When ye come together in the church." 1 Corinthians 11:22 says, concerning the eating and drinking of the Lord's Supper as a private meal, "Despise ye the Church of God?" 

All of this shows that there is a vast distinction between the daily run of family meals, and the Lord's Supper. 

3. It is to be observed in solemn sacredness. When we partake of the Lord's Supper we should do it in the full light of its deeper meaning, and put away from us every suggestion of a feast with its accompanying levity and conversation. 

Paul had no praise for the Corinthians because they had turned the memorial of Christ's death into a time of feasting. 

The Lord sacredly holds the Supper which He set forth, as an observance in remembrance of Him. 

II. THE LORD'S SUPPER A DIVINE DELIVERANCE (1 Corinthians 11:23 ) 
1. It was given to be observed by the command of the Lord. 

2. It was given on the night in which He was betrayed. 

3. It was given in perfect foreknowledge of the deeper depths of its meaning. 

1. It was given to be observed by the command of the Lord. Paul says in our key verse: "For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you." The Supper is not a man made, nor a church ordained affair. It is a solemn and significant deliverance from the Lord. Paul said that the Gospel which he preached he received, not of men, neither was he taught it, but by the Holy Ghost. Now he says, in effect, that the Supper was not after men, neither did he receive it, but from the Lord. 

We take it, therefore, that the Supper is just as Divinely inspired and given through Paul as was the Word of God, set forth in his Epistles. Christ had, indeed, said to the disciples, "This do in remembrance of Me." But now that the Apostle Paul had been called as an ambassador to the Gentiles, and to reveal the mystery of the Church which is His Body, the Lord particularly instructs him concerning the Lord's Supper in its relationship to the Church of God. 

2. It was given on the night in which He was betrayed. The Lord Himself, on the night in which He was betrayed, took bread. He also took the cup. The Lord's Supper is therefore indissolubly linked to the approach to Calvary. 

Our Saviour wanted to tie us on to the Cross, to His own broken body and shed Blood, lest we should drift away from the great basic truth of our redemption. 

3. It was given in perfect foreknowledge of the deeper depths of its meaning. Those who ate the bread and drank of the cup in that upper room doubtless did not know, at that time, the deeper significances of the Supper, but Christ knew it. He not only knew, but He told His saints gathered around much of its meaning". 

III. THE LORD'S SUPPER INSTITUTED WITH THE GIVING OF THANKS (1 Corinthians 11:24 ) 
1. The Lord Himself gave thanks for the privilege of dying for us. 

2. We should give thanks that in His dying we are fed with the Bread from Heaven. 

1. The Lord Himself gave thanks for the privilege of dying for us. Our verse opens with the striking statement, "And when He had given thanks, He brake it." He brake it with His own hands as much as to say, "I am giving Myself as a willing sacrifice; I have power to lay My life down"; and He did lay it down as a ransom for many. He not only showed that He broke His own body, as it were, but He gave thanks for the privilege of so doing. 

There is nothing to us more beautiful and more filled with meaning than the fact that Jesus gave thanks for the bread of which He Himself said, "Take, eat: this is My body." 
If He had told us to give thanks, it would be easily understood; but when He himself gave thanks, we marvel and say: 

It's just like Jesus to roll the clouds away, 

It's just like Jesus to keep me day by day, 

It's just like Jesus all along the way, 

It's just like His great love." 

2. We should give thanks that in His dying we are fed with the Bread from Heaven. If He gave thanks, should not we? His broken body means everything to us. His shed Blood means our redemption. What gratitude then should be ours! We are not left to starve, spiritually. 

We can almost hear the Master saying before He broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, "Send them not away." He did not want to send the multitudes away hungry, neither does He want to send us away hungry. On that memorable day, they ate and were filled. Today we may eat and be satisfied. 

Jehovah did not send Israel away hungry of old when they cried for bread, and for meat. He gave them the manna from Heaven, and He gave them the quails. All of these things anticipated that other Bread of which Christ spake at the Supper in the upper room, when He gave thanks and brake it. 

IV. THE BROKEN BREAD (1 Corinthians 11:24 ) 
1. He broke it showing that His death was voluntary. 

2. He broke it showing that God made His soul an offering for sin. 

3. He broke it in anticipation of the breaking of His heart. 

1. He broke it showing that His death was voluntary. There are many today who teach that Christ was a martyr to a holy ideal, that He was slain against His will, and because of the growing antipathy to Him on the part of those who despised and rejected Him. 

We would not for one moment take the guilt away from those who nailed Him to the Tree. Peter said of them: "Ye have taken and with wicked hands have crucified and slain." This remains true, yet it is also true that Jesus Christ went as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers, was dumb. 

2. He broke it showing that God made His soul an offering for sin. The question, "Who crucified our Lord?" may have various answers. 

(1) He was crucified by the Jews because they were the ones who delivered Him to the Romans, and cried out so vehemently that Pilate thought he could do nothing but deliver Christ to death. The Jews also circled the Cross crying out against the Lord Jesus like maddened bulls or dogs. 

(2) He was crucified by the Romans, because they were the ones who actually nailed Him to the Tree. 

(3) He was crucified by our sins, because if we had never sinned He had never been crucified, 

(4) He was crucified by God, because it is written, "Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin." Therefore, we are correct when we say that God made His soul an offering for sin. 

3. He broke it in anticipation of the breaking of His heart. Christ actually died from the rupture of His heart vessels. The nails in His feet and in His hands would have killed Him had He hung there long enough. They did not kill Him, however. It was the burden of our sins, and the anguish of the cup He drank, which slew Him: and He knew it beforehand. 

V. THE SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE (1 Corinthians 11:24 ) 
1. A memorial of spiritual strength through eating the Bread that came down from Heaven. 

2. A memorial of devout gratitude on the part of saints. 

3. A memorial that shows human responsibility "Take, eat." 

1. A memorial of spiritual strength through eating the Bread that came down from Heaven. We eat our daily bread, around our family board, for sustenance for the physical body, Around the Lord's Table we gather to eat the bread in token of the fact that Christ is the Sustenance of our spiritual being. 

We remember how it was written: "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." It is also written that Job desired the words of His mouth, as more necessary than his daily food. Another Scripture tells us of the "milk of the Word," and again we read of the "strong meat" of the Word. 

We who must meet the problems of life with its testings and service, need strength. Therefore, we must remember that Christ is not only the Giver of our life, but also its Sustainer. 

2. A memorial of devout gratitude on the part of saints. We, too, should give thank even as He did. Do we not appreciate and give thanks for the food we eat, as we take our daily meals? How much more then should we appreciate the Heavenly Manna. If we give thanks at one table, should we not at the other? 

All gifts come down from above, from the Father of lights. For these gifts, praise is comely. The greatest Gift, however, that came down from above is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He not only feeds us, and clothes us, and satisfies the longings of our heart with everything temporal, but He also blesses us with all spiritual blessings in Heavenly places. When, therefore, we come together in one place to eat the Lord's Supper, let us render heartfelt thanks. 

3. A memorial that shows human responsibility. Here is where our responsibility comes in we should "Take, eat." The bounteous supply of spiritual blessings must be appropriated. They are ours, but they are not to be forced upon us. We must go up to possess our possessions. 

It is written: "Eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness." 

VI. THE CUP OF REMEMBRANCE (1 Corinthians 11:25 ) 
1. The remembrance of the New Covenant in His Blood. 

2. The remembrance of salvation by faith in His sacrificial Blood. 

3. The remembrance circumscribed by, "The Lord's death till He come." 

1. The remembrance of the New Covenant in His Blood. The New Covenant in His Blood how the words ring out. A covenant not of types, nor of figures of the true, but a Covenant sealed in the fulfillment of all those types in which the First Covenant was written. 

Now we can say: "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own Blood He entered in once into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." Christ Himself is the Mediator of the New Covenant by means of His death. The First Covenant was not dedicated without blood, but that blood, first offered, was offered from year to year in token of a promised redemption. 

The high priest of old entered into the Holy of holies once a year; but Christ has entered into Heaven itself, but not without Blood. 

2. The remembrance of salvation by faith in His sacrificial Blood. Christ gave the cup to the disciples saying, "This do in remembrance of Me." Afterward He said: "As often as ye * * drink this cup, ye do shew." All of this is filled with significance. In the Passover, the lamb had to be taken and slain. That, however, was not enough. Each home, through the head of the house, had to take the hyssop, dip it in the blood, and sprinkle it on the upper doorpost and the side posts. So, also, must we take the cup and drink of it. It is not the death of Christ which saves us, nor His shed Blood that washes us. It is the application by faith of that death and Blood to our hearts and lives that saves. If we believe not, receive not, take not, our sin remaineth. 

3. The remembrance circumscribed by, "The Lord's Death till He come." In what sense can we show the Lord's death till He come, apart from eating and drinking at the Lord's Table until He come? To our mind there is a definite, Divine command beneath the statement that the Lord's Supper should be a remembrance of His death until He come. 

VII. THE DIGNITY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST FOREWARNS THE SAINT OF DRINKING UNWORTHILY (1 Corinthians 11:27-34 ) 
1. Self-examination as to one's faith and conduct should precede the drinking of the cup (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 ). 

2. Failure to discern the Lord's body bringeth condemnation, sickness and sometimes, death (1 Corinthians 11:30-31 ). 

3. The Lord's Supper rightly conducted creates Christian courtesy and fellowship (1 Corinthians 11:33 ). 

1. Self-examination as to one's faith and conduct should precede the drinking of the cup. Let us examine ourselves and so let us eat of that bread. We grant that to "drink un-worthily" does designate the manner in which the cup is taken or the bread is eaten. There is more in it than this, however. 

When the Children of Israel (Isaiah 1:1-31 ) lost the deeper meaning and the real intent of their sacrificial offerings, the Lord became wearied with their sacrifices. It is very vital for us, in eating and drinking at the Lord's Table, that we keep in mind the real meanings of the bread and the cup. 

Not only so, we must live a life that shows that our faith is genuine, and our trust is true. Thus, in Isaiah 1:1-31 , the Lord demands more than an understanding of the significance of the sacrifice. He cried out: "Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before Mine eyes." This is just as vital in the Lord's Table, as it was in the observance of the Jewish sacrifices. 

2. Failure to discern the Lord's body bringeth condemnation, sickness and death. Because of the laxity in living, and the unconcern of the spiritual meaning of the supper, on the part of many, they become sickly and many die. Let us beware then lest we fail to discern the Lord's body, and eat and drink condemnation to ourselves. 

3. The Lord's Supper rightly conducted creates Christian courtesy and fellowship. 1 Corinthians 11:33 tells us "When ye come together to eat, tarry one for another." We want to have courtesy toward all the brethren. Christ did not die for any of us alone; He died for all saints. For this cause we must tarry one for another until we come together. The Lord's Supper is not to be eaten in our own homes, but when we meet as a Church. It is a question of the fellowship of the one Body in the one Lord. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The power of the testimony of the Christian, whether he is showing forth the Lord's death at the Lord's Table, or in a word of testimony, is seen in this simple incident in the life of Charles H. Spurgeon: 

"C. H. Spurgeon was asked by the directors of the Crystal Palace in London to test the acoustic properties of the vast space of the central transept. He went to the Palace early one morning taking with him two or three friends, who stationed themselves in different parts of the building, to tell if his voice could be heard there. He stood and began, 'Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.' Years afterward, Spurgeon's brother went to see a dying man in Croydon who said to him: 'I am a painter by trade. I used to be a very irreligious man. until one morning, early, when I was painting inside the roof of the Crystal Palace, not supposing that anyone was in the building, I was startled by hearing a voice ringing out in clear tones: "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." The words came home to me with such power of conviction that they led me to seek and find in Jesus Christ the Saviour in whom I have believed, and whom I have tried to serve ever since that day. I was afterwards told that it was your brother's voice I heard. Please tell him this from me.'" 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-31
Concerning Spiritual Gifts 
1 Corinthians 12:1-31 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. A contrast between the spiritual and the carnal in Abram and Lot (Genesis 18:1-33 and Genesis 19:1-38 ). 

2. A contrast between the spiritual and the carnal in 1 Corinthians 3:1-5 . 

3. A contrast between the spiritual and the carnal as seen in Hebrews 5:12-14 ; Hebrews 6:1-3 . 

1. A contrast of the Spiritual and the Carnal in Abram and Lot. This contrast is found in Genesis 18:1-33 and Genesis 19:1-38 . 

(1) Abram dwelt in the plains of Mamre (fatness); Lot dwelt in the gates of Sodom. What a difference! The one was a tent dweller; the other a city dweller. The one had time to talk with God; the other had time to talk with the Sodomites. The one was separated from the crowds, where he had a chance to walk and talk with God; the other was mixing and mingling with the crowds, and could, with difficulty, get alone with his God. 

(2) Three men came to Abram, two only came to Lot. The one missing in Lot's case was Jehovah Himself. Here is sad contrast. Christ does not manifest Himself to wandering Christians. Even the two angels who did go to Lot, said, "Nay; but we will abide in the street all night." The carnal Christian cuts himself off from comradeship with the Lord. 

(3) Abram ran to meet the three who came from Heaven; Lot merely rose up to meet the two that came to him in Sodom. With the one there was a cordial and happy welcome from a life made ready for their coming; with the other there was a lack of cordial joy and deep welcome. The carnal Christian rather dreads the coming of God's holy ones into his presence. 

(4) To Abram God said, "For I know him, that he will command his children * * after him," to Lot God said, through the angel, "Hast thou here any besides?" Lot even seemed as one who mocked to his sons-in-law. God grant that we may be spiritual and not carnal. 

2. A contrast between the carnal and the spiritual in 1 Corinthians 3:1-5 . 
(1) The carnal are fed with milk; the spiritual with meat. It is still true that carnal Christians cannot bear the strong meat of the Word. The Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians: "I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal." He also said: "When I came to you, [I] came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 

To the spiritual, on the other hand, Paul could speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world, unto our glory. 

(2) The carnal were filled with envying and strife and divisions. They walked as men. One was saying, "I am of Paul," another, "I am of Apollos," and yet another, "and I of Cephas." Such carnality is still seen in the churches of the present hour. 

The spiritual dwelt together in love. They had fellowship one with another, they centered their troth in Christ, and their love in Him; He was the One in whose Name they met, and in whose presence they gloried. All men, even the chief among them, were "brethren," while Christ was their Chief. 

3. A contrast between the spiritual and the carnal as seen in Hebrews 5:12-14 ; Hebrews 6:1-3 . 
(1) In Hebrews 5:1-14 , the carnal are "babes," but not babes newly born. They are babes who should have been long since grown to maturity in Christ. They needed yet to be taught, while they should, themselves, have been teachers. Even the things they knew about the beginnings of the doctrines of Christ, they needed to learn yet again. 

To the contrary, the spiritual were those who had left the beginnings of the doctrine of Christ, and had gone on unto perfection. Instead of being babes, they were full grown in Christ. They were not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

God grant that believers may be numbered always among the spiritual in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I. VARIETY AND UNITY (1 Corinthians 12:4-6 ) 
1. There are diversities of gifts, but one Spirit. 

2. There are diversities of administrations, but one Lord. 

3. There are diversities of operations, but one God. 

1. There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. The Holy Spirit is One and the same. He gives many gifts, but all of the gifts emanate from the same source. Remember, therefore, that no man can say that his special gift, whatever that gift may be, is the one and only sign that a believer is Spirit-filled. 

Neither can anyone truthfully say that every believer must have any one of the Spirit's many gifts, in order to be announced Spirit-filled. 

What we do need to understand is that the Holy Spirit gives gifts severally as He wills, and that the Holy Spirit is behind all spiritual gifts. 

2. There are diversities of administrations, but the same Lord. Jesus Christ risen, ascended and seated at the Father's right hand, is the Head of the Church; and He is Lord. All we be brethren; howbeit, all of us do not have the same gifts, neither do all have the same methods of ministration. 

We dare not say that everything must be done, as we do it. When it comes to administrations, there is a multiplicity in unity. One may teach, another evangelize, another pastor the flock, another prophesy, but all are working under one Lord, for the perfecting of saints; or for the salvation of the lost, and unto the edifying of the Body of Christ. 

Here is another place where diversity blends into a perfect unity, and where no one may seek to force a conformity to any one method of ministration. 

3. There are diversities of operations, but the same God. It is God who worketh in us to will and to do His good pleasure. We are to work out what He works in us; and we are to work it out with fear and trembling. We are to do whatsoever we do without murmurings and disputings. 

How sacred is the thought "We are labourers together with God." We are called into a holy comradeship, yea, a holy partnership. 

II. THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ENUMERATED (1 Corinthians 12:7-11 ) 
1. The gifts of the Spirit are according as He wills (1 Corinthians 12:11 ). 

2. The gifts of the Spirit are for our profit (1 Corinthians 12:7 ). 

3. The gifts specified: 

1. The gift of wisdom, 

2. The gift of knowledge. 

3. The gift of faith. 

4. The gift of healing. 

5. The gift of miracles. 

6. The gift of tongues. 

7. The gift of interpretation of tongues. 

1. The gifts of the Spirit are according as He wills. We may covet earnestly the best gifts, but we may not demand of the Spirit any gift. We are to be channels, not lords. We are to be used by Him, but never are we to use Him. Woe be to the one who imagines that he can buy the Holy Ghost to enhance his own purposes and plans. 

2. The gifts of the Spirit are for our profit. Apart from Him we cannot do anything, even the things that He orders done. We first have a call to a definite word or work, then, as we enter His call and obey His orders, we will be given His power. 

3. The gifts of the Spirit specified. 
(1) There is the gift of wisdom. The Holy Ghost is "The Spirit of wisdom." Therefore He giveth us the gift of wisdom, lest we make a botch of our calling, by unwise words or work. 

(2) There is the gift of knowledge. The Spirit wrote the Word, therefore He can give us knowledge in the Word. He knows the things of Christ, therefore He can give us knowledge of Christ, in the revelation of Him. The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit, but He opens the eyes of our understanding, that we may know the things that are freely given us of God. 

(3) There is the gift of faith. The same Spirit who gives wisdom and knowledge also gives faith. This is a marvelous gift, and as much a gift as any other gift of the Spirit. The Spirit of God knows the will of God and the power of God, and He therefore imparts faith in God to fulfill His will and work. Each one must study for himself the other gifts listed above. 

In all of your study, mark the words, "To one is given * * to another * * to another * * to another," etc. Thus two things are true: first, no one person can claim all the gifts, and each is dependent on the other. 

III. THE UNITY OF A DIVERSIFIED BODY (1 Corinthians 12:12-14 ) 
1. The physical and spiritual body compared (1 Corinthians 12:12 ). 

2. One Spirit certifies one body (1 Corinthians 12:13 ). 

3. Drinking into the one Spirit. 

1. The physical and the spiritual body compared. Here is an analogy that is most striking. Our own mortal bodies are used by the Spirit as a picture of the workings of His Body, which is the Church. 

In Ephesians the Spirit speaks of the husband and wife, and of that sacred inter-relationship of the one body. Then He says: "For we are members of His Body, of His flesh, and of His bones." 

In the Epistle to the Corinthians the Spirit says: "For as the body is one, * * and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ." 

It is a sacred fact that by one Spirit we are all baptized into one Body. Let us, therefore, remember that when we meet other believers, they are members of the same Body with us, even though they may not be members of the same local church. 

2. One Spirit certifies one Body. If there is but one Spirit, there is but one Body, for we are all baptized into that one Spirit; and have also been made to drink of the one Spirit. Another passage in Corinthians says that we should have the same care one of another. In another Scripture it is written, "that they may be one, even as We are one." 

The present-day divisions, or schisms, in the Body are all out of harmony with the plan and purpose of God. When one says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," we are walking as men, and are carnal. 

3. Drinking into the one Spirit. On the last great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." Then He said: "He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of Living Water." All of this Christ said of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive. If we are made to drink of one spirit, the inflow into our hearts is one. Should not, therefore, the outflow be the same. The one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one Spirit, one God and Father of all make the one body a sequence. Our unity does not depend on any humanly devised scheme or man made organization. We are one because we are baptized into the one Spirit, into the one body, and are made to drink of the one Spirit. 

IV. EACH MEMBER EQUALLY HAS A PLACE IN THE BODY (1 Corinthians 12:15-17 ) 
1. No member of the body can act independently of the head. 

2. No part of the body should act independently of one another. 

3. Diversity of gifts a prime necessity of the body. 

1. No member of the body can act independently of the head. "If the foot shall say, * * I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?" Nay, every member must remember that he is a part of the Body, because he is under orders from the Head. 

2. No part of the body should act independently of one another. When we say we are not of the Body, we at once begin to act not alone independently of the Head, but independently of one another. When unity or oneness with the Head is broken, oneness with the other members of the Body is broken, and unity is gone. 

If we act in perfect obedience to the Head, we will, of necessity, act in full unity with every other member of the Body. We are one in Christ. If we are out of fellowship with our Lord, we are sure to be out of fellowship with saints. 

3. Diversity of gifts a prime necessity of the body. "If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?" Thus we see that diversity of gifts, differences in administrations and diversities of operations are all necessary, but all of these worketh that one and selfsame Spirit. 

Here, then, is our responsibility we must all faithfully fill up our calling and work out our part in the Body of Christ, in perfect unity with Christ. 

The failure of one part of the Body cripples the usefulness of the Body. Remember, "To every man his work." Therefore, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." 

V. THE PRIME NECESSITY OF HEADSHIP IN THE BODY (1 Corinthians 12:18-20 ) 
1. God the sole authority in the Body. 

2. A body with but one member an incongruity. 

3. Many members, but one Body, a joy forever. 

1. God the sole authority in the Church, which is His Body. The words "As it hath pleased Him," leave no room for caviling. He hath set every member the hand, the foot, the ear, the eye, etc., in the Body, as it pleased Him. If we had desired to dictate to God relative to the placing of the members of our physical bodies, what could we have said? His placing is perfect. 

The truth is, He hath done that which is right; and we cry, Truly we are wonderfully made! 

Thus, in the Body of Christ, which is the Church, each of us is set as it pleased Him, This by no means suggests that God showed certain members of the Body a preference, or that in the Church there is room for a just complaint on the part of one member as against another; because that which seems to be of the least use, upon such members God places a more abundant honor. 

2. A body with but one member would be an incongruity. If the physical body, or the Body which is the Church, were but one member, where were the body? There is a necessity for different functionings. No one part of the Body can do every other part's work, for we read, "To every man his work." Again we read, "Every man shall bear his own burden." 

3. Many members, but one body, a joy forever. Nothing is more glorious than, "The whole Body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the Body unto the edifying of itself in love." 

We read of worldly organizations, under the caption of "Unity, fraternity, and comradeship"; but none of these organizations manifest a unity or fraternity or fellowship comparable to that of the Church. His Body, the Church is an organism, working under one Head, even Christ, and never an organization. 

VI. THE INDIVIDUAL DEMAND FOR EACH MEMBER A DEATHBLOW TO SELF-SUFFICIENCY (1 Corinthians 12:21-27 ) 
1. The exclusion of self-sufficiency in the Body leaves no place for boasting, 

2. The necessity of the seemingly feeble member excludes schism in the Body. 

3. The care of each member for the other members, and the suffering of each member with each other member. 

1. The exclusion of self-sufficiency in the Body of Christ, leaves no place for boasting. There is, as we have already noted, so much interdependence upon one another, that one dare not boast himself against another. Even the members of the Body which are more feeble, are nevertheless necessary. 

Imagine the fingers of the hand, boasting the one against the other. The one claims that he is the index finger, and points the way; and laughingly flaunts himself against the little finger. Where, however, is the hand that is willing to part with the despised "little finger"? etc. 

2. The necessity of the feeble member excludes schism in the body. The marvel is that God has so knitted the members of the Body together, and so tempered them, that He has given more abundant honor to the part which lacked. Thus schism in the Body is done away; and thus each member of the Body exercises the same care one for another. 

3. This same care one for another means a joint suffering and a joint honor. 
(1) If one member of the body suffer, all the members suffer with it A hurt on any one part of the body brings the whole body into action in its behalf. If one member is seriously sick, the whole body falls down on the bed, in pain. 

(2) If one member of the body be honored, all the members rejoice with it. Herein jealousy is excluded. If we share the honor, how can we be jealous of one another? If the members of the Body worked independently of one another, there might be boasting one against another. When, however, none of the members can do anything apart from Christ, the Head, and none of the members can do anything apart from every other member, then there is rejoicing together. 

The sower, and the reaper, and God who giveth the increase, all sing in the day of harvest. 

VII. PRACTICAL CONCLUSIONS (1 Corinthians 12:28-31 ) 
1. The Divine placements of gifts. 

2. The certain variance of gifts. 

3. The seeking for particular gifts. 

1. The Divine placement of gifts. We now come to the great climactic statements of the whole matter, Here is the first one: "And God hath set some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues." 

Mark you, "God hath set." Yet, in the seeming superiority of certain of these "callings" over the others, God hath before showed that in this, there is no place for boasting. So also in our natural bodies, God has set various members, with various and distinct gifts, yet there is no room for boasting. 

2. The certain variance of Gifts. Are all apostles, or prophets, or teachers, or workers of miracles, etc.? We had as well have had all ears, or eyes, or hands, etc. Nay, each one, whether apostles, or prophets, or teachers, or what not, are members of the same Body, and each is dependent upon the Head, and in need one of another, yet, withal, each has a definite and distinct task. 

3. The seeking for particular gifts. We present a very striking commendation "But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way." 

We should covet the best gifts, but not with the idea of lording it over God's heritage. To the shepherds God writes, "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock." 

Some of the disciples wanted a seat on the right hand, etc., the other disciples were immediately envious. Christ said, however, "Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister; and whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
There are many difficulties to unity among saints and to every other effort to spiritual growth and power. 

"A heavy fog came over an aviation field near Boston. A professor in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology started the mechanism of a new invention that shot many tiny streams of chemicals out over the field. The fog swirled, condensed, and fell in drops to the ground. Two thousand feet of air cleared long enough for a plane to land. Another one of aviation's great difficulties seems near solution. 

The Christian has to face many dark times in life. Earthborn clouds arise which temporarily hide the Lord from the eyes of His children. The Holy Spirit dwells within us, pointing to the place where we may lay hold of the Lord's power and clear away the difficulty. The moment we confess our sins, the fog is dissipated. We see the Lord and can go forward with confidence, sure of His smile and of His will." 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-13
The More Excellent Way 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The love of God. The great love of God verse is John 3:16 . Another great love verse is Romans 5:8 . The whole Bible is, however, one story of love. The love of God to man. is inseparable from the story of salvation. To be sure, the Bible displays the wrath of God toward them who reject His love, and walk in unrighteousness. However, the love of God in grace, found a way to save even the believing sinner from wrath. 

The love of God climaxes in the Gift of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. "God so loved * * that He gave." He not only gave His Son, but He gave Him for our sins, that He might die, the Just for the unjust. What a wonderful love! We bow the head and say, "O Thou Lover of my soul, teach me to love Thee." 

2. The love of Christ. The Saviour loved His own, and having loved them, He loved them unto the end. The Bible well asks the question, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" It answers the question with a great, "I am persuaded." Here is the conclusion: There is nothing that can separate us from so great a love. 

That we might know the love of Christ is the great prayer of Paul for the Ephesians and for us. Let us spend much time thinking on that love. 

3. The love of the Holy Spirit. The Trinity loves. The Holy Spirit is the great manifesting power of the love of God and of the Son. Paul wants the saints to be strengthened with might by the Spirit, in the inner man, not only that they may be rooted and grounded in love, but that they may be able to comprehend, with all saints, what is the length, and breadth, and depth, and height of the love of Christ. 

The Holy Spirit sheds abroad the love of Christ in our hearts. He teaches us not only to love as He loves; but He gives us His love with which to love. 

The Holy Spirit is love, and when we are filled with the Spirit, we ourselves, yield the fruit of the Spirit. 

4. The love of saints. 
(1) We love God. This love is a test to the genuineness of our sonship. We know that we are born of God, when we love God. 

(2) We love our brethren. We know that we love God, when we love one another. All men know that we love God, and that we are born of God, when we love one another. We ourselves know that we are the children of God, because we love one another. 

(3) We love the lost and sinful among men. Here, however, love takes a different aspect. The love we have toward God, and toward saints, is a love of comradeship and fellowship: the love we have toward the lost is a love of pity and of desire to rescue. 

God loves the world because God loved us when we were yet sinners; yet, that love is not the love wherewith He loves us now. It is written "Ye are a chosen generation, * * a peculiar (or special ) people." We are not of the world, and are even hated by the world. It was, "having loved His own * *, He loved them unto the end." 

Yet, withal, there is a love which should throb within the saint toward the lost sinner. We should gladly mix with them with the sole purpose of telling them the parables of His grace and mercy. We may not enter with them into their sins; we may and must go to them, with the words of salvation. 

May God thus fill our hearts with love toward God; toward His saints, our brethren; and toward the lost. 

I. WHEREIN THE BEST OF GIFTS UTTERLY FAIL (1 Corinthians 13:1-2 ) 
1. Oratory may be but meaningless noise. 

2. Prophecy may be but "nothing." 

3. Understanding of mysteries may be as "nothing." 

4. All knowledge may be as "nothing." 

1. Oratory may be but meaningless noise. Here is a Scriptural statement that should make noted orators stop to listen: "Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal," 

Should oratory be so little appreciated? It should, when it is foreign to love. Harsh sentences and loveless harangues, though they be ever so correctly phrased, bring no spiritual blessing. Neither God nor man cares for the message of a heartless soul. Words, to be fruitful, must be scented with love. Be they ever so fitly spoken, ever so angelic in symmetry and tone, yet they are alike ineffective apart from love. 

Here is, perhaps, a little deeper insight into the reason that the Lord spoke as never man spake. Back of His words was more than a depth of meaning; there was also a depth of love. He spake as none ever spake, because He loved as none ever loved. 

2. Prophecy, understanding of mysteries, and all knowledge, may be as "nothing." 
(1) Prophecy may be as nothing, even though prophecy is the chiefest of gifts. To prophesy is to speak unto men to edification, exhortation, and comfort. Thus, even though I, with the tongue, speak forth words so vital to the Church, and speak those same words apart from love, "I am nothing." 

(2) Understanding of mysteries may be as "nothing." To know the mysteries of God revealed in the Word, relative to the chosen people, relative to the coming man of sin, relative to the Church, which is His Body, relative to iniquity, is a great achievement, but to know them apart from love, will mean "I am nothing." 

(3) To have all knowledge, and yet to have no love, leaves me as nothing. The biggest thing we can know, is to know the length and breadth and depth and height of the love of Christ; yet to know of His love, and not to have His love, leaves me as nothing. 

II. WHEREIN GREAT DEEDS LEAVE ME AS NOTHING (1 Corinthians 13:2 , l.c., and 3) 
1. Though I have all faith to do, and have not love. 

2. Though I have all gifts to bestow, and have not love. 

3. Though I have all sacrifice to make, and have not love. 

1. Though I have all faith to do, and have not love. The story of faith is a great story. The deeds of faith are most marvelous. Think of the "By faith Abel," "By faith Noah," "By faith Enoch," etc., and you have enough to hold your attention for some time. Think how "these all died in faith!" Think of how, in life, they subdued kingdoms, stopped the mouths of lions, waxed valiant in fight, were tortured, not accepting deliverance; of how they had trial of cruel mockings, were stoned, sawn asunder, slain with the sword; of how they wandered about in sheepskins, and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted and tormented; and then remember that they all must have had love, or else it would have profited them nothing. 

2. Though I have all gifts to bestow, and have not love. The story of gifts has, likewise, a large place in the history of the Church. When we consider the amount of money spent in the equipment and upkeep of the churches, we are amazed. When we consider the present day valuation of church edifices, and of schools, colleges, and universities which fly the Christian flag, we are still more amazed. Beneficences have even reached millions from single benefactors. With all of this before us, let us quote our Scripture, "Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, * * and have not chanty (love), it profiteth me nothing." Let us, then, not consider the amount of our gifts, so much as the love behind them. It is prompting love that counts. 

3. Though I make sacrifice of my body and have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Once again we ponder the text. Sacrifices have been many; gifts which cause suffering are not a few. Some have even given their body to be burned. We stand beside the flames, as the martyr yields up his life, and we say, "There is no profit, no reward in Heaven, no real 'Thou hast been faithful over a few things,' unless the supreme sacrifice has been done in love." 

III. GOD'S ESTIMATE OF LOVE (1 Corinthians 13:4 ) 
1. Love suffereth long, 

2. Love envieth not. 

3. Love is not provoked. 

1. Love suffereth long. We have spoken of the uselessness of the very best of gifts apart from love. We have also spoken of wherein great deeds may utterly fail through lack of love. We have thus become very much interested to know God's definition of love: What is that love of which 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 has spoken? 

First of all, it is a love that suffers long. True love does not cease to prophesy; nor stop to work the works of faith; nor does it cease to give its body to be burned, as the years go by. Sorrows and sighs may deepen, but love gladly suffers on. The path may grow steeper and more rugged, but love trudges on. The difficulties may become more seemingly impossible to conquer, but love presses on, 

2. Love envieth not. Love is kind. It is ever seeking to work good in behalf of others. It knows how to heap coals of fire on the head of an enemy. 

Love envies not. Others may possess more, accomplish more, but love is not envious. Others may be praised more, be more in the limelight, but love is not envious. Love delights in seeing Christian victory won by other saints. It rejoices at the conquests of others. Envy does not belong in the catalogue of love. Envy is a word unknown and unused in any personal way where love prevails. 

3. Love is not proud. Even when the life, prompted by love, does accomplish something great for the Lord, it never vaunteth itself. Even if the love life, through accomplishment, is applauded and praised in the papers, it is not puffed up. 

Love seeketh not the praise of men; love desires not the best seats in the synagogue; love never delights in being called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. Love lives for the Beloved, seeketh His honor, His praise, His glory. It makes itself of no reputation. 

IV. LOVE'S BEHAVIOR (1 Corinthians 13:5-6 ) 
1. Love seeketh not her own. 

2. Love is not provoked. 

3. Love thinketh no evil. 

4. Love rejoiceth not in iniquity. 

1. Love seeketh not her own. We have just learned how love suffers long, and is kind; of how love envieth not, and is not proud, puffed up. We now go a step further, a step deeper into the hidden secrets of love's heart throbs. Love seeketh not her own. If one would take her coat she gives her cloak also. If one would rob her of what others might call her rightful and cherished rewards, she gladly gives up her all, lays down her rights. 

Love is too busy in seeking another's fame, another's welfare, another's good to be concerned about her own. She lives for others, and in so living, forgets herself. 

2. Love is not provoked. Had she been seeking her own, she would have resented any loss that might have befallen herself. Had she been interested in the things which concerned her own enhancement, she had been angered, provoked, when anyone had crossed her pathway to fame and honor. Love is not provoked, because love is not self-centered. 

3. Love thinketh no evil. Had love lived for self, she would have been ever looking out for those who might hinder her path to higher self glory. Had love been envious, she had always been suspicious of everyone who seemed to be making faster strides than herself. Then she had been imagining evil, and thinking evilly of any who would, in any way, have overstepped her pathway. 

4. Love rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. Here is a cautious word. While love is not envious of evildoers, she by no means rejoices in the iniquity of those who would do evil. While love gladly yields her back to her smiters, and prays. "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do"; yet she never rejoices in their iniquity. Love rejoices only in the truth, and in the true. Everything that is a lie, a deception, is a sorrow to love. 

V. THE EXCESSES OF LOVE (1 Corinthians 13:7 ) 
1. Love beareth all things. 

2. Love believeth all things. 

3. Love hopeth all things. 

4. Love endureth all things. 

1. Love beareth all things. For a moment let us emphasize the "all things." Some bear "some things"; they are faithful for a while, they spring up for a time, but, alas, they soon fall away. "Ye did run well; who did hinder your" 

Love keeps on unto the end. It beareth all things. It beareth all kinds of things. There may be buffeting, and spitting, and a crown of thorns. There may be reviling, and the piercing of the nails. There may be a burden of the sins of others, the hiding of the Father's face, with the darkness of midnight enshrouding you; but love beareth it all. 

2. Love believeth all things. It believes the promises; it believes the good tidings of grace; it believes the power of the Gospel to save to the uttermost; it believeth all things. 

Love believes without a shadow of a doubt, or of a turning. Every word of God is yea and amen to love. Love believes in the midst of a doubting and disbelieving generation. It believes where others disbelieve. 

3. Love hopeth all things. The light in the tower of hope never flares low. Love and hope are inseparable. On the one hand perfect love casteth out fear; while on the other hand, it enthrones hope. 

Love hopeth through all disappointments; even though the shadows deepen, love hopes on. Even though the clouds lower, love surmounts them on the wings of faith, and hopes still on. Even though the night closes in and dims every star of the heavens, love looks through them all, in hope of the coming day. 

4. Love endureth all things. This is more than "beareth all things," it bears all things on, and on, and on through fire or flood, through tribulation and anguish, through persecution and penury, it still endures; and enduring, grows brighter and higher till the perfect day. 

VI. LOVE'S ETERNITY (1 Corinthians 13:8-12 ) 
"Love never fails!" Such is the glorious statement of God concerning love. 

1. Prophecies may fail. Yea, the "gift," which holds first rank, may fail simply because of fuller revelation, deeper grasps of comfort, and enlarged sweeps of exhortation. Our present testimony will slip away, in the fullness of testimony which shall be ours by and by. 

2. Tongues shall cease. They cease simply because in the great and glorious beyond, the sway of oratory and flights of swelling words, as in 1 Corinthians 13:2 and 1 Corinthians 13:3 , will no more be needed to sway the multitudes; and because language will take on a new, distinctive, and universal tongue of love and adoration toward the Lord. 

3. Knowledge shall vanish away, simply because now we know in part and then we shall know even as we are known. The knowledge then, shall not be veiled. Present hour darkness will pass into the glorious light of God's new day. 

If any doubt the interpretation we have given to prophecies, tongues, and knowledge, the three things set forth as "failings," "ceasing," and "passing away," let him consider the following: 

(1) The statement "When that which is perfect is. come, then that which is in part shall be done away." 

(2) The statement, "When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things." 

(3) The statement, "Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face." 

Each of these three statements plainly asserts that no present day is in view in the words, "Shall fail"; "shall cease"; "shall vanish away." God is talking only of the present, in the light of the future, of earth in contrast with Heaven. 

Love, however, never fails. The love that now fills our breast, loves on. Present love is one with Heavenly love. Love is of the same quality from earth to Heaven. LOVE NEVER FAILS. 
VII. THE THREE THINGS THAT ABIDE THE GREATEST IS LOVE (1 Corinthians 13:13 ) 
It is refreshing to find certain things which belong to earth, passing on into Heaven, and into God's great Forevermore. God seems to be opening the gate of Glory, and bidding us, look in. 

As we look, we see a new "prophecy," a new "tongues," a new "knowledge." Then, still looking, we see before us three things which were common to saints on earth below: these three are, faith, hope, and love. 

1. Faith abides. We seem to see, standing before us, faith, the same faith we knew on earth, arrayed in all of its glorious dress. 

There is no shattering, no setting aside of "those things which are most surely believed among us," when we go to Heaven. There is no passing away of the "credo," which the Bible gave us on earth; no change in the simplicity, or sublimity of the faith in Christ we once knew. The Christ crucified, risen, exalted, coming again, will be the theme of all ages a memorial never to be lost. Faith is there with everything verified, everything realized. Faith is there, not to be improved, nor changed, nor altered. It will be the great basic confidence of our hearts forevermore. Faith abides! 

2. Hope abides. Hope, in its same marvelous perspective. Hope which has realized the fulfillment of its fondest dreams, in the literalness of Heaven's realities, does not, by any means, pass away. What a man seeth, he may not hope for. However, when once in Heaven and with the Lord, there will always be more to see. Hope will still live, in a glorious anticipation of every new manifestation of the exceeding riches of God's grace that shall unfold in the ages to come. Hope abides! 

3. Love abides. Love never fails, never passes away, never ceases. The love we had on earth, as children, does not leave us in the love we have in Heaven as glorified saints. Love does not now look "through a glass, darkly." Love is now and here, the same blessed, vital reality it will be then and there. 
Neither faith, nor hope, nor love will pass away; but, in emblazoned beauty, they will abide forevermore. 

AND THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE. It is greatest because it is the parent of the other graces. It is greatest because it is the choicest as well as the first fruit of the Spirit. LOVE ABIDES! 
AN ILLUSTRATION 

There comes an end to all that we do and possess in, this world. God does not ruthlessly snatch away what is dear to us, but everything wears itself out in time, as nothing is created for endurance in this world. The only thing that will endure is love Christ's love in the heart. Love, like Christ, came uncreated from all eternity, and will, like Christ, go on through all eternity. Love never fails. 

As an aged Christian lay dying in Edinburgh, a friend called to say farewell. "I have just had three other visitors," said the dying man, "and with two of them I parted; but the third I shall keep with me forever." "Who were they?" "The first was Faith, and I said: 'Good-by, Faith! I thank God for your company ever since I first trusted Christ; but now I am going where faith is lost in sight.' Then came Hope. 'Farewell, Hope!' I cried; 'you have helped me in many an hour of battle and distress, but now I shall not need you, for I am going where hope passes into fruition.' Last of all came Love. 'Love,' said I, 'you have indeed been my friend; you have linked me with God and with my fellow men; you have comforted and gladdened all my pilgrimage. But I cannot leave you behind; you must come with me through the gates, into the City of God, for love is perfected in Heaven.' " 

The Sunday School Chronicle. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-40
Talking in Tongues 
1 Corinthians 14:1-40 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The need for spiritual guidance in the matter of tongues. The church of today is beset by a group of people who very dogmatically assert that Speaking in Tongues is the sole sign of being filled with the Spirit. The godliest of saints, whose very presence is charged with a sense of God, and whose knowledge of the Bible is beyond question, are therefore set aside by this group as not Spirit-filled, because, forsooth, they do not speak in tongues. 

We, therefore, approach the Holy Spirit's message on "Tongues," as given in the fourteenth chapter of First Corinthians, with heads and hearts bowed, that we may get the mind of the Spirit, and act according to His Word. 

2. Excesses and abuses do not set aside the true speaking in tongues. Of one thing we may assure ourselves, the Spirit well wrote His final word in 1 Corinthians 14:1-40 , about Tongues, when He said: "Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues." 
It is useless to contend, therefore, that there are no tongues in this age. The Word is plain, and without any age-boundary "Forbid not to speak with tongues." Even if there are many falsifications, sad imitations, and counterfeits, in Tongues, there may also be the "genuine." 
A wholesale negation of all tongues is unjust and unscriptural. If we must try the spirits, whether they be of God; may we not also try the "tongues," whether they be of God? In an unprejudiced way, and with an open mind, let us listen to the inerrant Word of God concerning these matters. 

3. The Holy Spirit forseeing the present day confusion relative to "Tongues" evidently gave specific instructions both to the churches in Corinth, and to us, in the fourteenth chapter of First Corinthians. We need not err in this matter if we accept the admonitions of the Lord. To set aside the divine regulations, set forth in plain and positive scriptures, bespeaks unspiritual and disobedient saints. If God has spoken, let us heed His Word. We dare not set up counter and contra regulations of our own, neither dare we disavow His. As we see it, much of the present disorder that characterizes certain "tongues" meetings, is due to an utter disregard or, perhaps, an utter ignorance of the Lord's own Word relative to this matter. 

4. The Corinthians were carnal although they spoke in tongues. In chapter one we read: "It hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, * * that there are contentions among you." 

In chapter three it says: "I could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes; * * For ye are yet carnal." 

It matters not what spirituality we may claim, wherever there is envying, and strife, and divisions; saints are carnal, and walk as men. 

It was to such a church that God wrote, through Paul, first as to the fornication, they had allowed in their midst; then, as to their failures concerning their marriage vows; then, as to their eating things offered to idols; next, as to their need to shun idolatry; after that, as to their abuse of the Lord's table; then, as to their misconception concerning spiritual gifts; and, finally, as to their unscriptural "talking in tongues." 

I. PROPHECY TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER TONGUES (1 Corinthians 14:1-5 ) 
1. A plain statement "Rather that ye may prophesy." Here are the exact words of the verse: "Desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy." 

What a divine assault is this against the false contention that speaking in tongues is God's supreme gift ; or, that it is God's supreme test as to whether saints are Spirit-filled. Remember that the tongues at Pentecost, and the tongues in I Corinthians fourteen, are not the same. Remember, also, that there is nothing to show that the Pentecostal saints continued daily to speak with tongues. 

At Pentecost, "They all heard them speak in their own language"; in the tongues of I Corinthians, they who spoke were as barbarians to those that heard. Besides, there is no record, and no proof that talking in language tongues, or any other "Tongues," always followed as a sign of the filling of the Spirit. 

In Acts 2:38 , there is nothing to show that the "gift of the Holy Ghost" was to be followed by speaking in tongues. 

In Acts 4:31 ; They were "all filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake the Word of God with boldness;" but there is no record of any speaking in tongues. 

In Acts 5:32 , The apostles gave witness concerning Christ; and so also did the Holy Ghost, "whom God hath given to them that obey Him." No suggestion of tongues, is here. 

In Acts 6:3 , Men "full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom" were appointed over the business of the church. No tongues are here. 

In Acts 7:55 , Stephen "being full of the Holy Ghost" saw into heaven, etc. No tongues are mentioned. 

In Acts 8:15-18 , The apostles laid their hands on certain Samaritans, "and they received the Holy Ghost." No tongues are found here. 

In Acts 9:17-20 Ananias said that the Lord Jesus had sent him, that Saul might, "be filled with the Holy Ghost." What happened? did Saul begin to talk in tongues? Nay! "And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues." 

In Acts 9:31 the churches of Judea and Galilee, and Samaria walked "in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost." Not a word about "tongues." 

In Acts 11:24 Barnabas "was a good man, full of the Holy Ghost, and faith." Nothing is said of "tongues." 

In Acts 13:52 , "The disciples were filled with the Holy Ghost, and joy." Again there is not a word about "tongues." 

In Acts 15:8 , Peter, speaking of the conversions of the Gentiles, said "God * * bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost even as He did unto us." No tongues are recorded. 

Let the ones who contend that language tongues as giv-en in Acts 2:4 at Pentecost: in Acts 10:46 at Caesarea; and in Acts 19:6 at Ephesus; always followed, when the saints were filled with the Spirit, explain the lack of any such sign in the scriptures above. Let them also explain why none of them, today, talk in language tongues, as they did at Pentecost. 

2. A second statement "He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, exhortation and comfort." 
This statement establishes that "tongues" is not a matter of helpfulness to others. They neither edify, exhort, or comfort others. The second verse distinctly says as much: "He that speaketh in a tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him." 
3. A third statement: "He that speaketh in a tongue edifieth himself, but he that prophesieth edifieth the church." 

In scriptural tongues there is a personal blessing; therefore, "tongues" are generally for private devotions, and never for public confusion. 

How is any public service profitable, unless it be that others are edified. It is written, "Let every one of us please his neighbor, for his good unto edification." 

4. A fourth statement, Paul in the Spirit said plainly, "I would that ye all spake with tongues, BUT RATHER THAT YE PROPHESIED." 
If "speaking in tongues," is the supreme sign of the Filling of the Spirit; it must rank as pre-eminent in Christian experience, and therefore as paramount in the gifts of God. Then, also, "speaking in tongues," would mark a greater Christian, both as to his personal attainment, and also as to his possible personal accomplishments. 

Men may crown "speaking in tongues" as greatest; God crowns "prophesying." 

II. WHEREIN TONGUES ARE PROFITLESS TO OTHERS (1 Corinthians 14:6-8 ) 
1. Tongues are profitless to others unless spoken by revelation, knowledge, or doctrine. "If I come unto you, speaking in tongues, what shall I profit you, except I speak unto you by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine." 

We, who preach, should remember that our sermons are profitable only to the extent that the people get and grasp our message. It is not what we say, but what the people take in, that makes our deliverances valuable. 

If I preach in Portuguese, what will it profit an American audience which understands only English? 

2. Tongues are profitless to others even as instruments of music, which give no certain sounds, are profitless. I can sit down at the piano and make a noise by striking the keys in wild disorder, but who would enjoy it? My daughter, to the contrary, can sit down and strike the same keys producing an order and rhythm that carries a message of praise. Those who hear her, marvel at her music, and delight in its worshipful message. 

I can take the bow and violin and make an audience rush to the doors by the harsh madness of my jargon; my son can take the same bow and violin, play one of the great old hymns, and the audience will worship, and praise God with joy. Let us, therefore, seek to edify. 

III. SIMPLICITY SHOULD MARK PUBLIC MINISTRATIONS OF THE WORD (1 Corinthians 14:9-11 ) 
1. Words spoken into the air are useless. Now we come to verse nine: "Except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? For ye shall speak into the air." 

God's command is that we speak words easy to be understood. Christ excelled in placing great truths, in simple language. The gospel of John, which unveils such profound and eternal truths, majors in monosyllables. 

2. Words easily understood are helpful. Let us, therefore, seek to excel, not in oratorical flights; not in unknown tongues; but in simple illustrative preaching, putting the food down where even the wayfaring man, though a fool, may be able to grasp it. 

3. A stranger language makes no impression on the hearer. Read verse eleven. 

When I went to Brazil a brother came to greet me, and talked In Portuguese; frantically. I said, "My brother, I do not know one thing you are saying," However, as he did not know what I said, he went on talking even more energetically. A missionary, at last, came to my rescue. I have just been in Havana, and how unintelligible was their Spanish to me; how profitless! 

IV. WHAT SHOULD BE THE CHRISTIAN'S QUEST? (1 Corinthians 14:12-17 ) 
1. Saints should seek to excel in edifying the church. Verse twelve says: "Seek that ye may excel unto the edifying of the church." There is little good in mere noise and excitement which may be very little more than carnal; and, there may be much harm therein. This certainly is true when it is exercised wholly apart from divinely commanded directions. 

We have no record that Paul ever went into any church and prayed that they might talk with tongues; nor that he, in any of his epistles, ever urged that the saints might excel in the gift of tongues. He wanted them to excel in edifying. 

2. Saints should pray with both the Spirit and with the understanding. In the prayer life, where "tongues," evidently, held their rightful place, the apostle said: "If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful." 

3. Saints should sing with both the Spirit and the understanding. It is right to sing with spiritual fervor, making melody in our hearts unto the Lord. 

We may hum tunes of psalms, or hymns, or spiritual songs, profitably to ourselves; we cannot acceptably "hum" or mumble tunes to others who cannot connect the words to the tunes. 

4. Saints should both pray and sing so the unlearned may say, "Amen!" It is easy to detect in all of these things the Spirit's emphasis on doing all things unto edification. 

We are sure that this should change much, in certain circles, besides the public talking in tongues. Anything which tends to the arousement of exitement and humor, to the detriment of the effective presentation of the Gospel in its sublime power and simplicity of understandable truth, should be set aside. 

V. TONGUES IN THE CHURCH (1 Corinthians 14:18-22 ) 
1. In private Paul spoke in tongues more than they all. Beyond doubt Paul spake in tongues more than they all more than the Corinthian Christians; however, he did not speak in tongues as they spake. Paul desired that they all might speak in tongues; however, he desired that they speak, with certain divine limitations. He also desired, the rather, that they should prophesy. 

2. In the church, Paul would rather speak five words with his understanding, than ten thousand with an unknown tongue. We dare not even to say that "tongues" is the sign of a Spirit-filled life. God says, "By their fruit ye shall know them." And, "the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace," etc. 

The disciples were filled with the Holy Ghost, but which, if any. spoke with tongues, after Pentecost? 

What have we sought to demonstrate? Certainly not that there was no such a thing as "tongues" in the early church. We have sought to show that speaking in tongues held no important place in the early church records. The book of Acts, which recounts the story of the early church, as far as the Spirit desired us to know that history, speaks only three times of the saints speaking with tongues: whereas "prophesying" holds a prominent place throughout. 

3. Tongues spoken in the church will cause people to say, "Ye are mad." The Holy Spirit is very definite. He says, "If the whole church be come together in one place." Thus we are brought into the public assembly of the saints. If some came in, who were unlearned or unbelievers, and they heard the saints talking in tongues, they would say, "Ye are mad." Not so, when prophecy is being spoken. Then they would be ''convinced of all," "judged of all." 

VI. THE DIVINELY GIVEN RULES WHICH GOVERN THE SPEAKING OF TONGUES IN THE CHURCH (1 Corinthians 14:23-35 ) 
1. The first regulation safeguards against confusion and disorder in the public assembly. 

(1) "Let it be by two, or at most by three, and that by course. The church need not be so formal and proper that there is no liberty, no power, no freedom of spirit. God does not ask for a lifeless, inanimate people, who sit like so many immovable rocks. Neither does God want a surging, foaming, leaping sea of disorder. 

(2) "Let one interpret." This command of the Spirit plainly intimates that, if there is no interpreter present in the public assembly, there must be no talking in tongues. In saying this, we are not seeking to make talking in tongues impossible in the churches of Christ; we are seeking to deliver God's message and to enforce it. The command is His, not ours. 

2. The second regulation prohibits a man from speaking in tongues in the church, unless an interpreter is present. Here God gives no mere intimation, but a command. Someone may argue that there is no prohibition in this against the woman speaking, with or without an interpreter. 

The Holy Ghost does not even so much as recognize a woman, when it comes to talking in tongues in the public assembly. This is fully set forth in a following Scripture. 

3. The third regulation prohibits a woman from speaking in tongues in the church under all circumstances. Verse twenty-eight told us the man must keep silence under certain conditions. Verse thirty-four says: "Let your women keep silence in the churches, for it is not permitted unto them to speak." 

In considering this prohibition relative to women, we must not take it out of its setting. The verse is evidently given in order to enforce the inference, in verse twenty-eight, which left the woman entirely out of consideration, and inferred that she was not to speak in tongues in the church. Now the Spirit speaks emphatically, and His command concerning the woman's silence, has to do with talking in tongues, and with the creating of confusion in the church of God. 

The Holy Spirit in another Scripture plainly states that a woman is not suffered to teach or to usurp authority over the man. 
VII. SAINTS MUST HEED THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD (1 Corinthians 14:36-40 ) 
1. The Word came to us not from Paul only, but from God. Paul spoke most marvelous things about the ministry of many noble Christian women. He wrote of Priscilla, and of Mary, and of Junia, and of Narcissus, and of others. He told of how they were "helpers in Christ Jesus." He told of how they laid down their own necks in his behalf; of how they bestowed much labor upon him. Some of these women were fellow prisoners with him, and all of them were of note among the apostles. 

All we have said does not, however, eliminate the command of God that a woman must neither talk in tongues in the church, nor create confusion; she must be in silence. She must not ask questions, but abide the time when she may ask her husband questions in their own home. 

2. The spiritually minded will give heed to God's command. Let the one who ruthlessly throws aside this message in 1 Corinthians 14:1-40 , relative to tongues, remember that he is ignorant and willfully so. God has spoken things easy to be understood, and He has spoken words that should be obeyed. 

3. Three final conclusions. 
(1) Covet to prophesy. This should be the Christian's great quest. Let our readers always place the emphasis on those gifts where God places it, and let them not seek to make tongues, which is one of the lesser gifts, if not the least, the sole sign by which a man's spirituality is to be judged. 

(2) "Forbid not to speak with tongues." We have many good brethren who do not even hesitate to break this commandment. They go so far as to say that talking in tongues, under any and all conditions, is of the devil. They seek to bolster up their position by quoting a Scripture in 1 Corinthians 13:8 , "Whether there be tongues, they shall cease," They are forgetful of the fact that the same verse says, "Whether there be prophecies, they shall fail." It also says, "Whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away." 

No interpreter of Scripture has a right to eliminate "tongues" from the other two statements, allowing the two to continue, while the one, by their fiat, must cease. A deeper study of the Scripture before us, shows that all of these things merely "fail" or "cease" or "vanish away" even as the knowledge of a child passes away, into the greater knowledge of manhood. The one passes into the other, the same as the little green apple passes into the full grown and ripened fruit. 

(3) "Let all things be done decently and in order." These words do not inculcate a cold formality, nor a set routine, or ritual, in the services of the church. They do teach an orderliness in the conduct of all public ministrations. Whenever tongues enter into the realm of "a worked up, noisy frenzy," they are certainly not of God, for God, is a God of order, and of decorous conduct; and, "The Spirit giveth a sound mind." 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-28
The Glorious Gospel 
1 Corinthians 15:1-28 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Apostle Paul said: "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the Gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand." 

1. Paul had received his Gospel from Heaven. He proclaimed that which God had given him. For this cause Paul spoke of his Gospel as the Gospel of Christ. He certified that it was not after man, saying, "I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." 

2. The people received the Gospel from Paul. He says: "The Gospel * * which also ye have received." When we find the people of the pew heretical, it is, usually, because the minister in the pulpit is heretical. If the pulpit sounds forth a true message under the power of the Holy Ghost, the hearers may receive it. 

3. The people not only received, but they STOOD in the Gospel. The expression, "Wherein ye stand," carries great weight. If we receive a truth we must stand not only upon it, but within it. The Gospel should be the environment which shelters us from every error. 

4. The people were saved by the Gospel, PROVIDING their faith was genuine. Here is the way 1 Corinthians 15:2 reads: "By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain." 

It is necessary, not only to have a real faith, but a real faith in a real Gospel. The faith that saves is the faith that receives the Atonement, that believes in the resurrection, and the Coming of the Lord. 

5. Paul plainly declared the Gospel which he had received, and which he had delivered unto the Corinthians. That Gospel carried a threefold message. 

(1) Paul said: "I delivered unto you first of all * * that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures." This is the first great fundamental of the faith the fact that the One sent of God, the Anointed of God, the Son of God, died upon the Cross, the Just for the unjust. 

He who has no crucified Christ has no Saviour, He is one who believes in vain. 

(2) Paul said also: "That He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures." Here is a statement that is also vital to salvation. If we believe Christ died, but do not believe in His resurrection, we are of all men most miserable. Such faith is also vain, We will treat this more fully later on. 

(3) Paul said, likewise, that the Gospel included the return of Christ. The Second Coming of Christ is indissolubly linked to the resurrection of the saints; and the resurrection of the saints, is indissolubly linked to the Second Coming of Christ: while both are indissolubly linked to the Gospel. 

I. CHRIST'S APPEARANCES, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION (1 Corinthians 15:5-8 ) 
We call 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 an attest to the infallible proofs of the resurrection of our Lord, inasmuch as each verse brings out one or more definite witnesses, who personally saw the Risen Christ. 

1. He was seen of Cephas. Cephas is none other than Peter. We are all familiar with the fact of Peter's entrance, with John, into the empty tomb. We are also familiar with how Christ, afterward, met Peter alone. The scene was so sacred that the Bible merely says He "hath appeared to Simon." At least Peter knew Christ was risen. 

2. He was seen of the Twelve. The first time He met the Twelve, Thomas was not with them. He had entered, the door being shut. He had breathed upon them and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." The second time He appeared to the Twelve, Thomas was with them; and, to Thomas, He said: "Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing." 

3. After that He was seen of five hundred brethren at once. Here was a great group of believers who certified the resurrection. 

4. After that He was seen of James. James also was an eyewitness of the resurrection in some remarkable way. 

5. Then He was seen of all the Apostles. This may have been when the disciples returned from their all night of fishing. 

6. Last of all He was seen of Saul of Tarsus, as one born out of due time. 

With these various post-resurrection appearances of Christ, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus was established. The people, as a whole accepted the fact that the Christ, who had been crucified, was risen indeed. 

II. A GREAT PERSECUTOR, WHO BECAME A GREAT PREACHER (1 Corinthians 15:9-11 ) 
1. Paul the persecutor of the Church of God. We are all familiar with the story of Saul of Tarsus, clothed with authority, as he went down to Damascus. We also know how Christ appeared unto him by the way and the suddenness of his conversion, as he cried, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" 

2. Paul the sinner saved by grace. In 1 Corinthians 15:10 , Paul says: "By the grace of God I am what I am." In Galatians it tells us that God had separated Saul of Tarsus from his mother's womb, and called him by His grace. What a wonderful grace that was! 

3. Paul, the laborer more abundantly. Paul said: "I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me." We delight to follow the Apostle in his great missionary journeys, as he went about preaching Christ. 

Truly, a great sinner saved, had made a great soldier and servant and preacher. When we think of Paul's journeying amid perils of waters, perils of robbers, perils of his own countrymen, perils of the heathen, perils in the city, perils in the wilderness, perils in the sea, and perils among false brethren, we simply bow our heads and ask God to help us to make full proof of our ministry. 

III. VITAL ISSUES CONNECTED WITH THE RESURRECTION (1 Corinthians 15:12-16 ) 
1. If Christ rose from the dead, how can the resurrection of saints be denied? Evidently, there were some who preached that Christ rose, but they did not preach that the saints would rise. Paul questions their contentions. He says, "If Christ be preached that He rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?" Then Paul adds: "If there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen." This last statement of the Apostle makes us remember the words of our Lord: "Because I live ye shall live also." His resurrection positively assures ours. Our resurrection is positively dependent on His. 

2. If Christ rose not from the dead, our preaching is vain, our faith is also vain. Christ has written "Vanity of vanities" over every pulpit that denies the literal, corporeal resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Even the Cross of Christ is without value, apart from the resurrection of Christ. Likewise, both the Cross of Christ and the resurrection of Christ, are without value excepting they certify the resurrection of saints. 

We preach Christ who "died, yea, rather who is risen again. The Book of Romans says that Jesus Christ was "declared to be the Son of God with power, * * by the resurrection from the dead." 

3. If Christ rose not we are found false witnesses of God. The Apostle positively proclaimed that God had raised up Christ, and had exalted Him, giving Him a seat at His own right hand in the Heavenlies. He also preached that the dead in Christ would rise. Now he says that if his preachment is not true, then he is a false witness. One thing is true: if Christ rose from the dead, the saints shall rise; and, if the saints rise not, then Christ is not risen. 

IV. THE HOPELESSNESS OF A RESURRECTION-LESS FAITH (1 Corinthians 15:17-19 ) 
1. "If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain." When we think of the Christian Church, of those who have died for the faith, who have gladly given up their lives for the Christ whom they loved and trusted, then we remember that if Christ be not raised from the dead their faith was all in vain. And if we did not know the verity of the Lord's resurrection, we would stand aghast. 

If the Risen Christ be taken away from the Church, the Church, at once, is thrown over into the realm of other false religions. 

2. "If Christ be not raised, * * ye are yet in your sins." There is no such thing, therefore, as remission of sins, apart from the resurrection of our Lord. We know that the death of Christ saves us; we know, however, that if Christ be not raised, His Blood held no value, inasmuch as His resurrection is the one God-given proof that Christ was God. 

When we read: "If Christ be not raised, * * ye are yet in your sins," we cannot but think that, apart from the resurrection of Christ, how dark our hearts would be. 

3. If Christ be not raised * * we are of all men most miserable." Any religion that touches only the brief span of our earthly life is worth but little at the most. The present life is "but a vapor which passeth away." It is the great eternal, beyond, that really amounts to everything. What are a few brief days, compared to eternity. 

It is folly to argue that we die like a dog and pass into eternal oblivion. We know that life exists forever. However, if we do not know this, then we know not that Christ is risen. Yea, we know not anything. Every hope in our sky is blotted out; every foundation of our faith is taken away. 

V. THE GREAT AFFIRMATION (1 Corinthians 15:20-22 ) 
The three verses before us contain three great affirmations concerning the Christian's hope. 

1. "Now is Christ risen from the dead." The Apostle Paul, after having shown us the great and abhorrent perspective consequent to an unraised Christ, now throws such possible negations to the winds by stating an unchangeable affirmation: "Now is Christ risen from the dead." 
He knows Christ rose from the dead, because He was seen of him on the Damascus road. He heard His voice. He saw His presence forthshining, as brighter than the noonday sun. Thus assured, he says: "Now is Christ risen." 
We, too, can say the same. We have never seen His face, but we have felt His power; we have realized His presence with us by the way. 

2. "Now is Christ * * become the firstfruits of them that slept." "First fruits" are the harbinger of a coming harvest. If Christ rose as the First Fruits, we shall rise as those: "afterward they that are Christ's at His Coming." 

This is the result of the statement in 1 Corinthians 15:21 . 

3. The contrast between the first and the second man. The Holy Spirit, through Paul, is now making His third affirmation, by presenting a true comparison between Adam and Christ. Adam is the first man: he brought death; Christ is the Second Man: He brings the resurrection of the dead. Adam is the first Adam: in him all die; Jesus Christ is the Last Adam: in Him all shall be made alive; that is, all shall be raised. 

This affirmation is plainly established in the fifth chapter of Romans. Read 1 Corinthians 15:12 and 1 Corinthians 15:17 . 

VI. HOW THE RESURRECTION OF ALL SHALL TAKE PLACE (1 Corinthians 15:23-24 ) 
The chapter clearly states that all, both saints and wicked, shall be raised. Now, in 1 Corinthians 15:23 we read that every man shall be raised "in his own order" ; that is in his own group or company. 

1. Christ the First Fruits. His resurrection has already taken place, and having taken place, it, as the first fruits gives assurance of the resurrections which are to follow. 

2. Afterward they which are Christ's at His Coming. Language could not be plainer than this. Saints are to be raised at the Coming of the Lord Jesus. This is set forth in many Scriptures. In this same chapter in Corinthians, is one Scripture: "I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed." When? When the trumpet sounds. Then, the story of the resurrection of the saints at His Coming is unmistakably set forth. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 . 

In the Book of Revelation we read of the first resurrection, and then we read, "The rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished." God truly said: "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection." 

3. Then cometh the end. There are various Scriptures which foretell the resurrection of the righteous and the wicked, without distinctly setting forth the fact that the thousand year period, or that any period of time, may lie between the two resurrections, There are other Scriptures which likewise teach that all shall be raised. These latter Scriptures, however, plainly designate the fact that the resurrection of the two classes, will not be simultaneous. Thus, the threefold statement of our key verses is fully established by Scripture. 

VII. CHRIST THE CONQUEROR (1 Corinthians 15:25-28 ) 
1. 1 Corinthians 15:25 says that Christ "must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet." We know according to Hebrews, that He hath not yet put all things under His feet. Satan is still loose; the wicked still rule. However, the Lord Jesus Christ is coming again to set up His Kingdom and He will rule and reign upon the earth, until He shall have put down all other rule, and all other authority and power. The length of His reign according to Revelation 20:1-15 , will be one thousand years. During that period Christ will establish peace upon the earth. 

2. 1 Corinthians 15:26 says, "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." At the end of the thousand years, the wicked dead will be raised. Read Revelation 20:11 , Revelation 20:12 . 

At that time, when the sea shall give up the dead that are in it; and death and hell shall deliver up the dead which are in them; and the raised dead shall be judged before the great white throne, then it is that death and hell shall be cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

3. 1 Corinthians 15:24 says : "Then (when all above is accomplished), cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father." Christ is to reign forever and ever. He reigns, however, one thousand years upon the renewed and blessed earth; then, with death and hell cast into the lake of fire, and with all things having been put under His feet, the Kingdom is transferred to the new Heavens and the new earth, where we read of: "The throne of God and of the Lamb." At that time the Son also, Himself, shall be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man" the emphasis being on the word "judge." 

Obviously, here is an authentic story illustrative of how the light of His life did, and does, its searching, gracious work in the lives and hearts of men and women. This is an illustration of what happened then, and of what will always happen wherever the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ is truly realized. 

I remember years ago hearing Dr. Fullerton, whose gracious messages linger, I am sure, in many memories today tell how Dr. Meyer, during his ministry in Leicester, called to see a member of his congregation. He found that member had just been washing, for it was a Monday (a bad day for a minister to visit), and this good saint had been busy. She had finished her work, and the clothes were hung out on the green to dry. The doctor was invited into her spotless kitchen, for she had cleaned up, and now was preparing to have a cup of tea; she invited the doctor to join her, which he gladly did. 

Looking out of the window, he saw the clothes hanging up to dry, and he made the remark, characteristically, how white the clothes were, how beautiful was her handiwork; and she was pleased. They sat and had their cup of tea, but while they talked the sky became overcast, and snow fell. Soon the whole land outside in view of the window was covered with a white garment of snow, and the doctor lifted up his eyes and said, "Look! these clothes that were so white: see them now they are gray." "Oh, sir," she said, "what can stand against God Almighty's white?" Rev. J. R. S. Wilson. 

Verses 29-58
How Are the Dead Raised Up? 
1 Corinthians 15:29-58 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There are two rather startling questions asked and answered in the opening verses; that is, from 1 Corinthians 15:29-34 . 

1. The first question, "What shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all?" 
There are two ordinances in the Church baptism and the Lord's Supper. The one before us is that of baptism, and the question is asked, if there is no resurrection of the dead, then why are we baptized for the dead? That baptism is connected with the death and the burial of Christ, we have no doubt. In Romans it also tells us that we are baptized into His death; that is, when He died, we died. 

The question before us suggests that if we are baptized merely for the dead, and there is no resurrection, then we with Him (apart from the resurrection), would have had to stay buried in the grave. 

2. The second question is, "Why stand we in jeopardy every hour?" What the Holy Spirit is suggesting is that the Christian's life is always in peril, and death faces him at all times. To him, however, there is no need to fear, because of the certainty of the resurrection of the dead. For this cause Christians can face the terrors of death without a quiver without any feeling of jeopardy. 

The Apostle next protests against the "no-resurrection adherents," by announcing the rejoicing which he has in Christ Jesus the Lord. He said: "I die daily," and yet, he rejoiced daily. Then the Apostle adds a third question. 

3. The third question is, "What advantageth it me, if the dead rise not?" The Apostle says, "If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me," apart from the resurrection? 

Christians were constantly in jeopardy, and were frequently thrown to the beasts. They gladly died for their Lord. They died, however, knowing that they should yet stand, in their bodies, before their Lord. If there is no resurrection Paul argued the uselessness of it all, and argued the world's conception; "Let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die." 

4. Paul's great contentions. 
(1) Paul first says: "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners." He throws this in, quickly, because the Spirit would have us to know that Christ did rise, and that we must not join the wicked in evil communications, but the rather suffer, if need be, even unto death. 

(2) Paul also, through the Spirit, urges the saints to "Awake to righteousness, and sin not"; "for," (says he), "some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame." 

When the Risen Christ, and the resurrection of saints become a vital doctrine to believers, then Christianity at once becomes the vital energizing power in life. 

I. HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP? (1 Corinthians 15:35-38 ) 
There are two questions instead of one before us. 

1. The first question is, "How are the dead raised up?" In answer to this question, a statement is made; "Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die." The Holy Spirit is enforcing the fact that resurrection presupposes death. Our Lord on one occasion said: "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone." It is death, and death alone, which makes possible resurrection life. 

Death is the doorway to a fuller life. "That which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die." 

2. The second question is: "With what body do they come?" The reply is simple: "That which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain." 

The conclusion is clear, as well as final. The body that is raised is not the body that dies. The body that dies is a body of flesh, and bones, and blood, for the life of this body is the blood; the body which is raised is without blood. All of this proves that the resurrection body is not the same as the body which is buried. 

When wheat is sown, wheat is grown. If corn is sown, corn is grown. Thus, every seed has its own body a body bearing the image and likeness of the original body. We believe more than this is true. As the new grain is formed from the death of the old grain that is sown; so, likewise, the new body that is raised, is formed from the body that was sown. 

What we are endeavoring to explain is that the resurrection is real, and that the same body which is sown, actually gives birth to the body which is raised, according to the power wherewith God is able to subdue all things unto Himself. 

II. INDIVIDUAL PERSONALITY IN THE RESURRECTION (1 Corinthians 15:39-41 ) 
1. Our new bodies will be distinct from all other bodies in the resurrection. Our key verses tell us "All flesh is not the same flesh; but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds." Thus, in the resurrection, there will be a distinctive kind of flesh for risen saints. 

2. Our new bodies will carry a distinctive glory. 1 Corinthians 15:40 reads: "There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one and the glory of the terrestrial is another." There is, therefore, in the resurrection, a new glory, and perhaps the glory of one body will be distinct from the glory of another. 1 Corinthians 15:41 goes on to say; "There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars." Then there is added this significant statement: "One star differeth from another star in glory." One resurrection saint will differ from all other raised saints. 

Individual personalities, as well as the individuality of faces, will be carried with us into the life to come. 

III. VITAL DISTINCTIONS WHICH MARK THE RESURRECTION BODY FROM THE PRESENT BODY (1 Corinthians 15:42-44 ) 
1. The present body is corruptible; the resurrection body is incorruptible. The word "corruption," here means a body which decays. Of the present body it is written: "Dust thou art, to dust returneth." The resurrection body will never see corruption. Only such a body could inherit an incorruptible glory. 

In 1 Peter 1:3-4 we read that through the resurrection of Jesus Christ the saints were begotten again unto a lively hope. That lively hope anticipates an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, that fadeth not away, reserved in Heaven for you. 

2. The present body is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. Everything about the body which we now bear carries dishonor and shame. It needs to be constantly washed and cared for, clothed in every way. The new body is raised in glory, 

3. The present body is a body of weakness; the resurrection body is a body of power. During all of our lifetime, we realize that we are dwelling in an earthly frame subjected to the ravages of disease. How wonderful it will be to have, in the Glory, a resurrection body foreign to all weakness, and clothed with all power. 

4. The present body is a natural body; the resurrection body is a spiritual body. The body which we will have in the resurrection will not be a spirit-body, but a body adapted to spiritual life. It will be a body which is not carnal, but spiritual. 

IV. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE FIRST ADAM AND THE LAST ADAM (1 Corinthians 15:45-48 ) 
1. The first man Adam was made a living soul; the Last Adam was made a quickening Spirit. This verse throws further light upon 1 Corinthians 15:44 , which we have just considered, even the difference between our earthly, natural body, and our Heavenly, spiritual body. 

1 Corinthians 15:46 goes on to tell us "That was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual." Thus it is that the two Adams describe for us two bodies. The body which we now have, is a body patterned after the body of the first Adam. The body which we shall have, will be patterned after the body of the Last Adam. 

There are many Scriptures which establish this latter statement. We refer you to Philemon 3:20 , Philemon 3:21 . 

2. As is the earthy such are they also that are earthy: and as is the Heavenly such are they also that are Heavenly. 1 Corinthians 15:49 adds; "As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the Heavenly." It is a glorious privilege to observe the Lord Jesus after His resurrection, and during those forty days in which He appeared to many. His resurrection body, is a Divinely given clue to the body which we shall bear throughout all of the endless aeons of eternity. 

We delight to see the Lord entering the upper room, "the doors being shut." We delight in hearing the Lord say: "A spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have." What varied suggestions to our new bodies, are here. 

It is a pleasure, also, to observe Christ standing by the shore and calling out to the disciples, as He said: "Children, have ye any meat?" It throws light upon our resurrection body. 

V. FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD (1 Corinthians 15:50 ) 
1. We have before us the resurrection as a prime necessity. The present body cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God, therefore, stands distinct from the present earth life, which we now live. 

Some of these differences we may know. For instance, everything which is of the earth is earthy; everything which is of the Kingdom of God is Heavenly. Everything which is of the earth is temporal; everything which is of the Kingdom of God is eternal. Everything which is of the earth is corruptible; everything which is of the Kingdom of God is incorruptible. Everything earthly is defiled; everything Heavenly is undefiled. 

Nothing which is abominable, nothing which makes a lie, can enter into the Kingdom of God. "The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murders, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death." 

2. We have before us not alone the power of God in changing the corruptible body into the incorruptible; but we have this power manifested through His shed blood, in changing the sinful life into the holy life. The deeds of carnality and the works of the flesh are indissolubly linked to the corruptible body. The righteousness of God, in Christ, which is the heritage of all saints, will be the life that will indwell the resurrection body. 

The redeemed saints which John saw gathered before the throne, had washed their robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb, therefore were they before the throne of God. Oh, the mighty power of the Cross of Calvary! No wonder in Heaven we will shout, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." 

VI. THE BREVITY OF THE RESURRECTION CHANGE (1 Corinthians 15:51-53 ) 
1. The mystery of mysteries. There are many mysteries set forth in the Word of God, but here is the mystery that, to us, at least, is climactic. The Spirit puts it this way: "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed." 

The hymn writer put it this way: 

"Soon will the Saviour from Heaven appear, 

Oh, what a promise! His Coming is near! 

Saints will be changed in a moment of time, 

Oh, what a Rapture and glory sublime!" 

2. The rapidity of the change. The twinkling of an eye is brief, to say the least; and yet, we shall be changed even as rapidly as that. 

The change will be more marvelous than that of the ugly scrub girl who, when touched with the fairy's wand, in fable lore, became the beautiful Cinderella. Our change will be real. The Apostle Peter said, "We have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." This change will be the change whereby He, in His power, is able to subdue all things unto Himself. 

With what rapture did the disciples, upon the Mount of Transfiguration, behold their Lord as He was transfigured before them! This transfiguration was a marvelous change. His face was white and glistening, and His raiment was shining white. So shall we, at His Coming, be changed. 

VII. THE SHOUT OF VICTORY (1 Corinthians 15:54-58 ) 
1. Death shall be swallowed up in victory. This is the promise of God. We know that the wages of sin is death, and that sin when it is finished bringeth forth death. At the Coming of the Lord, with the resurrection of saints, the great change will acclaim forever that death is conquered, and God in Christ is Victor. 

2. The glorious shout. Here are the words which the Holy Spirit sounds forth as He sees the raptured saints changed, and death swallowed up in victory. How exultant! How overwhelming is the cry: "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 

Exultant days lie ahead; days of joy and rejoicing; days of unparalleled exultation. The Lord will descend from Heaven with a shout. At His shout, dead bodies will leap from their graves to be changed and indwelt by ransomed spirits. Living saints will simultaneously be caught up together with them at the shout. They too shall be changed. Then, as the dead and the living are upward caught, they, seeing their Lord in all of His glory, shall also shout the shout of victory. 

3. The great thanksgiving day. When the believers in their resurrection and ascension and change realize that sin and death have been broken, then they will cry "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

5. The final plea. It is written: "Therefore, my beloved brethren be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 

It is not necessary for us to enlarge upon this. Nothing can baffle the ardor and enthusiasm of the saint who has caught the deeper and fuller meanings of the resurrection of Christ, and the subsequent resurrection of saints as set forth in 1 Corinthians 15:1-58 . 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Death for the time being is the triumph of the enemy. There was no man in this country more used in bringing the knowledge of the truth of the Coming of Christ before Christians than Edward Irving. Mr. Irving had a beautiful little boy who died, and he went in beside the dead child and prayed God to avenge him of death. God showed him resurrection, and that is the triumph of Christ. The great success of the enemy has been to get Christians to look for death and not for resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:54 ). 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-24
The Postlude 
1 Corinthians 16:1-24 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Final words are always listened to eagerly among friends. That is the reason we are calling the study for today, a postlude, because they are the things that Paul spoke not only last of all, but also words he spoke after he had spoken many other things. 

The chapter before us covers things which naturally would come in as a postscript, or a postlude, to the writing which had gone before. We wish to call attention to the opening verses of the chapter. Our theme is most practical, and has to do with Christian beneficence. 

1. In the matter of giving there is one message to all. In 1 Corinthians 16:1 we read, "As I have given order to the Churches of Galatia, even so do ye." We think we might add, "As God gave order to Galatia and Corinth, so also should we follow the same directions." 

God does not give one message to the saints of one church, and a different one to the saints of another. Whatever God wrote to the Early Churches, He has written to us. 

2. The inner heart-throbs of God's commandment concerning giving. 1 Corinthians 16:2 says, "Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him." Every word is vital. 

(1) "Upon the first day of the week," Stop a moment to consider. The time when the Churches were to bring in their offerings, and to set them aside as unto the Lord, was upon the first day of the week. That was the day of the resurrection; that was the day when Christ appeared unto His disciples; that was the day upon which the Early Churches convened for worship. It is still the day which the churches have set aside as a day of praise, of worship, and of rest. 

(2) "Let every one of you." Here is a commandment which has to do not with the Apostles alone; not only with the officers of the church; but with everyone. Each one who is a member of the Household of God, is commanded to bring in their offerings upon the first day of the week. 

(3) "As God hath prospered him." There is no committee going around here, to take pledges. The command is simple, "Let every one of you lay by * * as God hath prospered." All we need do is to count up our receipts during the week, and give accordingly. The one who has received little, may give little; the one who has received much, should give much. 

(4) Let him lay by him in store. The usual method of churches is to wait until some need arises, and then press an offering. The Spirit said that the money should be laid by week by week, and thus, said God through Paul, "that there be no gatherings when I come." 

3. The righteous handling of offerings. 1 Corinthians 16:3 tells us "whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem." Mark you that this liberality, or these moneys, was not to be handled by one individual. The Apostle says "them," not "him," or "her." 

I. DOES GOD GIVE LEADERSHIP IN OUR DAILY WALK? (1 Corinthians 16:3-7 ) 
There are four statements in these verses which we wish to consider. 

1. "Whomsoever ye shall approve." Paul was speaking of those who should be sent to carry the "liberality" of the Churches in Corinth to Jerusalem, and he says "whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send." 

Here is a mandate from the people; we trust it was also from God. Nevertheless, Paul acquiesced in the appointment of the Church, for Paul said "them will I send." 

God often thrusts responsibility such as this upon churches. When He does, the churches should always seek His will. Throughout the Epistles and the Book of Acts, the Churches took the initiative in many things. The Churches were to safeguard the work of the Lord by appointing men "full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom." 

2. "If it be meet that I go also," The Apostle Paul was not sure in this instance that he could go with the others; therefore he said, "If it be meet." Sometimes we may not know the will of God as to our steps; then we should say what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 16:4 , and also in 1 Corinthians 16:6 , and in 1 Corinthians 16:7 . under this expression, "it may be * * if the Lord permit." We cannot speak with certainty as to our steps until the Lord Himself has definitely spoken to us. 

3. "I will" * * "When I shall" * * "For I do." Now in the fifth verse you find these three statements. 1 Corinthians 16:5 says, "Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia." Here there is not "if the Lord will," or, "permit." Paul now speaks with assurance, with definiteness. 

II. THE SPIRIT OF HELPFULNESS (1 Corinthians 16:3-7 ) 
We continue in the same verses as before, seeking out three other expressions: 

1. "To bring your liberality." Now we want to consider for a moment that the Corinthians were sending money to help others who were in need. If one member of the Body of Christ suffers, every member should suffer with him. If in one section of the country there is need, that section where there is plenty should help to bear their brothers' lack. 

Not only should they help, but they should help in such a way that the Holy Spirit may call their help "liberality." Freely we have received, we should freely give. Is it not wonderful that we may be used by God to meet the needs of others? 

2. "Ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go." Here is an expression you will find in 1 Corinthians 16:6 . The Church at Corinth were not only to send their liberality to their impoverished brethren in Jerusalem, but they were also told by Paul to bring him on his journey. 

3. "I trust to tarry a while with you." The Apostle is now bringing the spirit of helpfulness down to himself. First he spoke of their liberality towards the saints in Jerusalem; then he spoke of their helping him on his journey; now, last of all, he speaks of his tarrying with them. 

His objective in tarrying was that he might help them, through the preaching of the Word. Paul wanted to be with them, not for what he could get out of them, but for what he might impart to them. This is the real spirit of all true preachers and evangelists. 

III. THE OPEN DOOR OF SERVICE (1 Corinthians 16:9-11 ) 
1. Not every door that opens is of God. We remember how the Prophet Jonah had a door opened to him. He found a ship going to Tarshish; probably he thought, "Here is a wonderful opportunity awaiting me"; but it was only waiting as an open door to the belly of a big fish, and to a great storm. Let us beware of the doors that men open, even though they seem to be, humanly, propitious. 

2. The doors which God opens are effectual. In 1 Corinthians 16:9 Paul says, "For a great door and effectual is opened unto me." Thank God, He is able to give real opportunities for effectual service. The child of God, walking in the will of God, will find something definite to do, for every door that God opens is effectual. 

If He sends us into a service, He will go before us; if He tells us to talk to an individual about his soul, we will find that He has already been talking to him, in one way or another. The work that drags and is ineffective, is not the work of the Holy Ghost. 

3. Doors opened of God may have many adversaries. It was so with Paul. Once he even said, "We would have come unto you, even I Paul, * * but Satan hindered us." Wherever we go in the will of God there will be obstacles thrown before us. It was so in the olden days; it is so now. 

4. Open doors which are opened by God suggest that God's children have a definite and Divinely appointed task. In 1 Corinthians 16:10 we read of Timotheus: "He worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do." Something marvelously exhilarating comes to the spirit of a young man or a young woman when they wake up to the fact that they are working the Lord's work. 

Timotheus may not have had the preaching ability, or the many gifts which Paul had, but there was one thing where they were equal, for Paul said of Timotheus, "He worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do." 

IV. A FOURFOLD CALL TO FIDELITY (1 Corinthians 16:13 ) 
We now have a verse of Scripture which we need to ponder step by step. Here is the verse: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong." 

1. "Watch ye." Perhaps these words are given because the Holy Ghost had just said, in 1 Corinthians 16:9 , "There are many adversaries." If there are adversaries about, then we should be watchful. Christians need to walk carefully, and prayerfully, because enemies are near. 

2. "Stand fast in the faith." Here is a call that was needed in that day. We doubt not that it is needed more now. The Word prophesies a departure from the faith, in the last days; and that departure has come; what then? We are to stand fast in the faith. 

It is quite fitting that this is thrown in, so soon after 1 Corinthians 16:10 , where Timothy is brought on the scenes. 

It was to Timothy that God, through Paul, wrote an Epistle to guide us in our way, amid the wreckage of the last days. 

Thus in the days of the apostasy when the many are making shipwreck concerning the faith, we must stand fast in it, and contend earnestly for it. 

3. "Quit you like men." In the life of a young Christian there is found no place for shakers and quakers; that is, those who shake and who quake. 

In writing to the Hebrews, the Spirit said, "Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees." With many adversaries, and many departures from the faith about us, some true believers may feel like compromising and camouflaging; but God cries out "Quit you like men." 

Those who are preaching and serving in the armies of the Master, must "quit themselves like men." 

4. "Be strong." Not for a moment would we have our young men think that strength is something inherent in us. The strength which we have is an imparted strength. Paul wrote, "Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might." In all our conquests and overcomings, there is no place for the "I did it." When David rushed out to meet Goliath, he did not say to him, "Today thou shalt know that there is a splendid young man, with a ruddy countenance, who is able to slay a giant." He did say, "This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand * * that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel." Let us pray that we may receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon us. 

V. GATHERING IN THE FRUITS (1 Corinthians 16:15-18 ) 
There is a wonderful expression in the 15th verse, "The house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruit of Achaia." 

1. The joy of gathering in the fruit. In the Second Epistle to Timothy, the Christian youth is set forth in a sevenfold figure. He is a son, he is a soldier, he is a wrestler, he is a workman, he is a vessel, he is a servant, he is a husbandman. All of these are very wonderful, but we like to think of the verse, "The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits." 
There is no joy that surpasses the joy of seeing the fruit of our labors. In the Epistle Paul wrote to the Thessalonians he said, "Ye are our glory and joy." We like to sing, "When the saints are gathered Home." However, when the saints are gathered Home, if this one and that one is gathered because of our own personal word or work, there will be a personal touch of gladness for us. 

2. The joy of seeing the first fruits fruitful. The last of 1 Corinthians 16:15 says, "They have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints." That is what the "firstfruits of Achaia" were doing; they had not been saved in order to go to Heaven; they had been saved in order that they might minister to others. This is the way the Gospel spreads. 

This one goes to China; that one to Japan; another to Africa or India. In each case a native is saved. That native becomes a minister to another native; and the latter becomes a minister to still another; and thus the fruit keeps on coming in. 

1 Corinthians 16:16 says, "That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth." When we find people who are gathering in souls for God, or ministering to saints, to such we should gladly submit ourselves. The laborer and the helper must have the prayers and the support of all the saints. 

Paul now, once more, goes back to the matter of money and says: "I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. For they have refreshed my spirit and yours; therefore acknowledge ye them that are such." 

Thus we are not only to submit ourselves to the laborers; but also we are to acknowledge the supporters, who stand behind the laborers, and refresh them. 

VI. SALUTATIONS (1 Corinthians 16:19-21 ) 
There is something very beautiful in the language of the verses now before us. The Christian life is not alien to those heartfelt, sincere greetings, and expressions of love and kindness, which are the fruit of the Spirit. 

1. A group of salutations. In writing to the Church at Corinth Paul said, "The Churches of Asia salute you"; then he added, "Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord"; then he still further added that, with these salutations, came the salutations of the Church that is in their house." Are we willing to greet all the brethren of other churches, and of other folds? Do we have a real fellowship with them, and a living love for them? 1 Corinthians 16:14 of our chapter says, "Let all your things be done with charity (love)." 

2. Some tender greetings. 1 Corinthians 16:20 says, "All the brethren greet you," then it adds, "Greet ye one another with an holy kiss." The Apostle did not want any Judas kind of kiss; nor did he want a corrupt kind of kiss; he wanted the brethren to greet one another with a holy kiss. He wanted them, in this, to be sincere. 

3. "The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand." Paul finally adds his own salutation. He had spoken many strong things to the Church in Corinth. He had many things to correct, many things to reprove, and yet he loved them, and as he closed his message he gave them his own sincere salutation. We can receive their corrections from our leaders a great deal better, when we know that they love us, and when they speak to us in kindness and tenderness of heart. 

VII. THE SUPREME CALL TO LOVE (1 Corinthians 16:22-24 ) 
1. The man who does not love the Lord. Here is an expression that almost startles us. Paul had just been giving salutations and greetings, and speaking of the love of the brethren one to another. He had written, "Let all your things be done with charity (love)." Now Paul, in the Holy Ghost, says, "If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha." 

He who is foreign to the love of the Lord Jesus Christ, will never have love one to another. Paul goes to the root of this matter. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said to a group of critics and rejecters who had heard Him: "Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life." Then He said, "But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. " 

The word "anathema," means "accursed"; the word "Maran-atha," means, "when our Lord cometh." Those who love not the Lord will, therefore, be accursed at the Second Coming of Christ. Remember that "Every one that loveth is bora of God," but he that loveth not hath not known God. 

2. The one who loved supremely. 1 Corinthians 16:23 reads, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Grace is a love to the unloveable, that makes the unloveable, lovely. Christ not only loves the sinner, but He lifts the sinner up out of the depths of hell, and into heights of Glory. 

Christ does what the next Epistle to the Corinthians records when it says, "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich." 

3. A personal love. Paul closes this First Epistle, with the words: "My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen." Paul practiced what he preached. He told them to love; then he said he loved. 

May God grant that this same love wherewith God has loved us may be in us, as we love one another. We must love as Paul loved when he said, "My love be with you all." 
AN ILLUSTRATION 

January 5, 1936, when we had our women's meetings a woman came in with a large parcel on her back. She put it down and I did not take any notice of it. After the women's meeting, we had the big service. When it was finished and most of the people had gone, the woman with the parcel was still sitting on the bench. Then the Bible-woman said, "We must burn the idols now." I looked quite astonished, and asked, "What idols?" Then I heard the story of this woman. She came from the country. One day she heard the Gospel and it found a place in her heart. One day just before Christmas she came with a little bag of rice and asked if she might stay a day or two as she would like to hear more about Jesus. Now the love of Jesus has moved her heart, and so she took down the idols in her home and brought them on her back to burn them here. They are not yet burned, because she is going to bring her husband in to see the burning, and there are some more idols to be brought in from the out-station of Jen-ho-kiai. The Lord is beginning to work there, but the evil one is trying to do his best to hinder it. But the Lord will get the victory. Sister Deibel, Yuki, Yunnan. 

